OFF-ROAD VEHICLE ADVISORYCOUNCIL AGENDA & RECORD                                                                          October 19, 2004

Richards Supper Club, Dunbar, WI

Presenter/

Time
Agenda Item
Key Points
Outcomes, Next Steps, Assignments

Larry Strangfeld

8:30 AM
1. Call to Order
Members Present:  Larry Strangfeld, chair, Dave Traczyk, Russ Hermsen, Rob McConnell

Others Present:  Larry Freidig, Gary Hanson, DNR; and other interested individuals





2. Acceptance of Minutes of Previous Meeting

Motion by Russ Hermsen, second by Dave Traczyk to accept minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion Carried



3. Chair Comments
Larry Strangfeld thanked the local club representative for the opportunity to ride the Dunbar portion of the Marinette County trail system and expressed his appreciation of their efforts at maintaining the trail in a safe, enjoyable condition.





4. Department Reports
Larry Freidig reported that Peter Durand had contacted him and indicated that he would have to resign because of the extensive travel required of his new job.
Larry briefly described the change in the language of the agenda regarding the public notice format and the addition of a “citizen participation” element to the agenda.  Larry also briefly noted that he had drafted a council process format that he will forward to council members for their future consideration.

Larry briefly reviewed the Department’s 2005-07 biennial proposal as it impacts the ATV program.  Larry noted the following: increases in trail grant funds based on projections of increased registration and increased gasoline excise tax; reduction in ATV funds directed at general state trail maintenance; ATV program contributions to warden related requests of recruit class, radios, overtime, mobile data and public safety communication; ATV program contribution to upgrading software used for the automated boat, snowmobile and all-terrain vehicle registration [Note: subsequent to the meeting, the percentage distribution for the software upgrade became available.  For the ATV program, the percentage was 19% based on vehicle count.  This translates into $38,000 for 05-06 and $19,000 for 06-07.]  Larry indicated that the statutory language proposals submitted were not made part of the budget submission.

Larry indicated that grant agreements for a majority of the projects recommended for approval have been written.

Larry reported that the “pink sheet” process for both the noise and non-resident trail pass rule was underway.  The pink sheet is the formal mechanism for alerting DNR administrators, the Natural Resources Board and the Legislature what rule area is being discussed and who the major stakeholders are.

Larry indicated that in the snowmobile noise rule proposal, the Department had changed from describing the proposed testing process and had instead gone to referencing the SAE test procedure because the date of rule publication would put a date stamp on the SAE test procedure as it existed at that particular point in time.  He indicated that the council may wish to continue discussion on this issue in the future.    This led into a brief discussion of the technology involved in exhaust modifications for racing purposes.





5. Route review
Larry started the discussion noting that there are slight difference in legislative language that make answering the question can a route exist in a highway right-of-way difficult.  He also noted that some local units of government have attempted to specify that route users need to have a driver’s license or create a “local” residential access.  Larry indicated that there is no statutory authority to back these attempts.  

The council discussed the inconsistency of routes statewide and how the route issue pops up in the trail project applications that the council reviews.  The consensus of the council was that the focus should continue to be on trail but still be mindful of the necessity  for routes to make needed connections.





6. Internal project 

     priorities
Larry indicated that the council had previous expressed a desire to review the internal project priorities under the general title of new development project requests.  The council discussed the potential for attempting to make a distinction in support facilities between those that directly support trail riding versus those that don’t.  As discussion went on, this idea was set aside because of the difficulty of making these types of distinctions.  There was a general consensus of the council that if map projects were to be funded that they should not contain commercial sponsorships.  There was further discussion on intensive use areas and the various types that have or may reach the council as projects.  The council expressed a general concern over the potential for an application for a large intensive use area in a forest trail environment.

As a result of the discussion, no changes were made to the listing.



7. Future legislative 

      proposals
· There was a brief discussion on the previous youth racing proposal and the concern of no minimum age.  There was a consensus of the council that there is a need for a broader specification for youthful riders that does not focus on just competitive issues.

· The council briefly discussed the potential for targeting the use of non-resident trail pass funds.  One idea raised was the potential for directing these funds toward the repair of areas damaged by ATVs not in direct connection with ATV trails.  There was a general discussion on the potential difficulties in establishing reasonable priorities for such an approach.  There some thought that it could be associated with some sort of law enforcement activity. Larry indicated at this point in time it’s very difficult to get a good handle on the amount of funds that will actually generated by the sales of the passes. 





8. Citizen participation
John Mielo, Marinette County Parks spoke to the issue of the lack of maintenance funding for all-terrain vehicle routes.  He indicated that in some instances road routes are the best alternatives, e.g. river crossings.  He passed on the comments he receives on the damage to town roads that can occur such as torn up banks, berms in corners, etc.  He encouraged the council to give additional thought to developing criteria to establish what type of roads might be eligible for some type of financial assistance for route maintenance.

Norman Wieslowski, town chair, indicated that they are experiencing much more expense on road maintenance on 7 miles of road that are part of the Marinette County trail system.

Dave Schultz – emphasized the importance of issuing grants for the production of trail maps.  He noted their importance as a tool for safe, enjoyable trail riding and a great part of a tourism tool kit.  He also reaffirmed the importance of creating an off-road trail system rather than creating a system of routes.  He recognized that it is considerably more work, but trail riding is what the activity should be.





9. Member items
Dave Traczyk expressed the hope that replacement council members could be appointed prior to the next meeting (likely mid-March – May).

Larry Strangfeld observed that the ATV sport is still maturing and is attracting new users that do not necessarily identify themselves as motorsport enthusiasts.





9. Adjournment

Motion by Russ Hewrmsen, second by Rob McConnell to adjourn meeting at 10:40 PM.  Motion Carried
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