
State of Wisconsin 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
101 S. Webster Street 
Box 7921 
Madison WI 53707-7921 

Notice Date: December 1, 2014 

Scott Walker, Governor 
Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

Telephone 608-266-2621 
Toll Free 1-888-936-7463 

TTY Access via relay- 711 

Subject: Request for economic impact of proposed changes in Natural Resources Board Order FH-12-14 relating 
to minor changes to fisheries administrative code. 

Comment Period: December 1- 15, 2014 

The Department of Natural Resources is conducting an economic impact analysis (EIA) of its rule proposal, 
FH -12-14. The rule addresses minor changes to administrative code relating to the regulation of fishing. The rule 
is being pursued to ensure the rule language that governs fishing in inland, outlying, and boundary waters is 
accurate and properly reflects the desired management of Wisconsin waters. 

Notice is hereby given that the Depatiment will accept written comments on the EIA until December 15, 2014. 
The Department is gathering information to determine ifthere is an economic effect of the proposed rule on 
specific businesses, business sectors, public utility ratepayers, local governmental units, and the state economy as 
a whole. Information and advice is requested from businesses, business associations, local governmental units, 
and individuals that may be affected economically by the proposed rule. 

Would you, your business, your association, or your local unit of government be affected economically if this rule 
implemented the following: 

• Clarification of the boundaries around the Lake Winnebago System in which a spearer can possess an 
unregistered lake sturgeon 

• Changing the Columbia Lake (Columbia County) 18" minimum length limit and 3 daily bag limit on 
hybrid striped bass to no minimum length, no bag limit 

• Returning to the 15-inch minimum length limit and 5 fish daily bag limit for walleye on Silver Lake 
(Columbia County) 

• Reinstating the allowance of night fishing on the Brule River downstream from Hwy 2 for all species 
during the regular trout open season (first Saturday in May- September 30) 

• Amending trout stream names in code to accurately reflect common names and reduce angler confusion 
of where regulations begin and end for Coon creek (Bohemian Valley Creek) in La Crosse County and 
Coon creek from CTH P upstream to the confluence with Timber Coulee creek and Timber Coulee creek 
upstream to Olstad Road in Vernon County 

• Extending the boundary of Wisconsin River regulations (year-round open season on bass, pike, walleye) 
on a 100 foot stretch of the connecting Eau Claire River in Marathon County 

• Changing the regulations boundary between the Three Lakes Chain in Oneida County and the Eagle 
Chain in Vilas County from the county border to the Long Lake (Burnt Rollways) Dam in Oneida County 

• Changing all listings of the Neenah-Menasha dam to "dams" in Winnebago County 
• Making set pole/bank pole/setline fishing open seasons for catfish and rough fish the same throughout all 

Lake Winnebago System waters in Winnebago County 

If you expect to be affected economically by this rule proposal please provide as much information as possible to 
the Department regarding: 

1. any implementation or compliance costs you would expect to incur, 
2. quantifiable benefits of the proposed rule, or 
3. how the proposed rule would negatively affect your overall economic competitiveness, productivity, or 

jobs. 
If requested, the Department will coordinate with local governments in the preparation of the EIA. 
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Please indicate whether you are responding as a business, small business, business association, local 
governmental unit, or individual. A small business is defined as an independently owned and operated business 
that is not dominant in its field and which employs 25 or fewer full-time employees or which has gross annual 
sales of less than $5,000,000. 

The proposed rule and initial fiscal estimate may be reviewed at: 
http://dnr.wi.gov/news/inputlproposedrules.html or http://adminrules.wisconsin.gov 
To request this material in an alternative format, please call Kate Strom Hiorns at (608) 266-0828 with specific 
information on your request by December 8, 2014. 

Comments are due and shall be postmarked no later than December 15, 2014. Please provide your email address 
or phone number in order for the Department to contact you if additional information is needed. Written 
comments on economic effects of the proposal may be submitted via U.S. mail or email to: 

Kate Strom Hiorns 
Bureau ofFisheries Management 
P.O. Box 7921 
Madison, WI 53707 

dnrfishrules@wisconsin.gov 






































