
Aerosol Cans:  Guide to Handling and Disposal for Businesses 
Summary of Changes based on Public Comments 

Thank you to the individuals and business that provided feedback on the Department of Natural 
Resources (Department) proposed revisions to the guidance titled “Aerosol Cans:  Guide to Handling and 
Disposal for Businesses.”   

Public comments were submitted via phone and email.  The 21-day comment period began on January 27, 
2016.  Suggested clarifications or edits are summarized below:   

• A request for clarification on containerization requirements for RCRA empty aerosol cans.  
Specifically, the question was whether they could be placed in smaller poly containers rather than 
solely 55-gallon drums. 

• A request for revised language to recommend capping the waste aerosol cans prior to 
containerizing them. 

• A request for clarification on whether the RCRA empty aerosol cans are allowed for disposal at 
Subtitle D landfills as this option was not discussed in the guidance.  RCRA empty steel aerosol 
cans would be considered to have disposal restrictions based on 287.07(4) of the general statutes.  
The preferred management method for RCRA empty aerosol steel and aluminum cans is via 
recycling/reclamation as a scrap metal. 

• A request for revision of the language under the “Waste generated during puncturing” heading on 
page 3 of the document.  The request was to have language to address both hazardous and non-
hazardous cans.  The intent of the guidance was to address hazardous waste management 
specifically.  Some additional clarification language was added throughout the document to 
emphasize this point. 

The Department made the following changes based on the feedback: 

• Revised language addressed both the capping of the aerosol can and the containerization 
requirements:  Replace the cap/cover on the can or remove the nozzle in order to decrease 
potential release of fluids and vapors.  Place the can in a container that is structurally sound and 
compatible with the contents of the aerosol cans. 

• Added statement:  Landfill disposal restrictions apply to steel canisters.  RCRA empty steel and 
aluminum cans should be managed as scrap metal [new language is located in box under the 
“reducing hazardous waste” heading on the top of page 4]. 

• Revised language to “wastes generated during puncturing”:  Waste generated from puncturing 
hazardous waste aerosol cans, including residues or filters, will likely be hazardous waste and 
must be characterized, managed, and counted accordingly.  It is recommended that the facility 
document (i.e. waste codes, chemicals) the wastes collected during puncturing in order to 
accurately manage the wastes and avoid potential violations of land disposal restrictions or 
shipping requirements. 

The DNR made minor changes to the guidance based on the comments received.  The final guidance was 
issued in May, 2015.  

If you have any questions, please contact Andrea Keller at (608) 297-3132 or 
andrea.keller@wisconsin.gov.  
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