
The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is seeking public input on our proposal to revise the 
Urban Forestry grant program ranking criteria. The DNR is being proactive in notifying potential 2015 
applicants now about this anticipated change so that you can better plan your grant application work.   
 
A. Why Are We Making This Change? 
To revise and clarify the ranking criteria used to award grant funds for the Urban Forestry program 
consistent with the program’s statutory requirements and DNR Division of Forestry Strategic Direction. 
 
B. Background: The Urban Forestry (UF) grant program was established by the Wisconsin Legislature in 
1991. After the administrative rules were created for the program; the DNR developed the program’s 
internal and external guidance materials. These included criteria for rating submitted applications to 
ensure that the projects selected for funding best represent the program’s objectives. 
 
Currently, the value of the applications submitted far exceeds the available funds. Thus, the criteria assist 
the DNR in ranking the projects for selection. Accordingly, the DNR routinely revises the criteria to 
ensure that projects selected continue to meet the statutory requirements and best represent the program’s 
intent.   
 
C: Summary of Proposed Changes: The ranking criteria were modified to better assist the DNR with 
the evaluation of grant applications for UF funding.  Proposed changes to the criteria include removal of 
obsolete measures, and additions to better align with funding priorities established in §23.097 Wis. Stats., 
§ NR 47.5 Wis. Adm. Code, DNR Division of Forestry Strategic Direction and USDA Forest Service 
requirements. 
 
D. Remaining Steps: Once the 21-day comment period is complete, all comments will be considered, 
revisions will be made on this draft guidance document as warranted, a Response Summary will be 
prepared and Final Guidance will be made available using the existing DNR Program Guidance web page 
(http://dnr.wi.gov/news/input/guidance.html) and will be posted on the UF grant program web page 
(dnr.wi.gov; keyword: UF grant). 
 
Please forward your comments about this proposed policy no later than June 23, 2014 to: 
Olivia Shanahan, Urban Forestry Grant Specialist 
Email: olivia.shanahan@wi.gov  
Phone: (608) 267-3775  

 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/23/097
http://docs.legis.wi.gov/code/admin_code/nr/001/47/V/50
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestPlanning/documents/SD_NRB_May2011_Final.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/UrbanForests/grants/
mailto:olivia.shanahan@wi.gov


State of Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources  
Division of Forestry 
dnr.wi.gov; keyword: UF Grant 

2015 Urban Forestry Grant Ranking Criteria  
 

 

1 
*DNR may require more information to complete the ranking process. 
  

Applicant(s):_____________________________________________________     Home Region: _________    Rater(s):______________________________________ 

Project Eligibility: Yes _________; No _________; Maybe/Partial_________ (List components that need clarification): ________________________________________ * 

Grant Request: $ _________; Match $ _________; Project Total $ _________ * 

Instructions: 
Refer to the 2015 Urban Forestry Grant Application (Form 8700-298).  Using the columns, record how the project aligns with each priority statements.  Comment as needed.  
More information on Urban Forestry Program priorities: §23.097 Wis. Stats.; § NR 47.5 Wis. Adm. Code; DNR Division of Forestry Strategic Direction 
 
List Project Components:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alignment with Priorities: N/A_________; Low_________; Medium_________; High_________ 
 
Do you recommend this project for funding? Yes_________; Yes-Partial _________; Maybe_________; No_________   
 
Comments:  
 

 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/23/097
http://docs.legis.wi.gov/code/admin_code/nr/001/47/V/50
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestPlanning/documents/SD_NRB_May2011_Final.pdf


 
 

2 
 

� Not Applicable Section 1 
Strategic Direction Outcome Alignment 

 

 

Comments:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  N/A Low Medium High 
A The project directly impacts urban forest canopy on private property.     
B The project results in an increased capacity to provide financial support, services or markets.      
C The project is performed by or directly benefits more than one community.     
D An existing urban forest inventory was used to prioritize or direct the project.     
E The project results in an increased capacity to deliver education and outreach.      
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� Not Applicable Section 2 
Long-Term Effect on Canopy and its Benefits 

 

  N/A Low Medium High 
A The project results in the long-term outcome of increased, enhanced, or preserved area of diverse urban 

forest canopy or its benefits.  
    

B The project improves the sustainability of the applicant’s urban forestry program.      
C Community is a Green Tier Legacy Community and project aligns with their charter strategy(s).     
 

Comments:  
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� Not Applicable Section 3 
Urban Forestry Program Building 

 

  N/A Low Medium High 
A The project results in community attainment or improvement of USDA Forest Service capacity measures. 

(Community Assistance Reporting System, “CARS,” measures Inventory/Management Plan; 
Professional Staff; Ordinance/Policy; Advocacy Group)  

    

B Recent staff training improves applicant’s ability to manage the urban forest and/or achieve project 
outcomes. 

    

C The project improves public awareness, engagement, and support for urban forest management.      
 

Comments:  
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 Not Applica ble Section 4 
Priority Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) Preparation & Response 

 

 N/A Low Medium High 
A Project initiates or implements EAB insecticide treatment; OR Project develops or updates EAB 

readiness or operations plan 
    

 

Comments:  
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  Yes Maybe No 
A Project serves as a model.     
 

Comments (required):  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Not Applica ble Section 5 
Model Capacity  


	correct date UF Public Input Cover Letter
	Proposed FY15 Urban Forestry Grant Ranking Criteria

