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Summary of Changes Based on Public Comments 

 
Thank you to the individuals who provided feedback on the Department of Natural Resources 
(Department) proposed program guidance titled “Private Water Supply Operations Handbook 
Chapter I.C. – Policy and Code Interpretations”.  Six individuals submitted e-mail comments to the 
Department during the public comment period, and one submitted an email comment the day after close 
of public comment.  This document includes all of the public comments received. 
 
The Department has the following responses to the public input: 

1. Separation Distances.  One person commented that the "Sludge Land-spreading and Drying Area" 
separation distance should not be reduced from 250 feet to 25 feet recommended.  This reduced 
separation distance was made in the October 2014 code revision at the request of the well 
construction industry, but the change was inadvertently made only in Table A, and not made in the 
code text.  The program guidance confirms the intent to reduce the separation distance to 25 feet 
recommended.  No change made to program guidance. 

2. Sample handling and analysis.  Six comments were submitted by certified laboratories, related to 
sampling and analysis guidance. 

a. Safe drinking water act requirements.  One person commented that private well water 
samples should be required to meet the same sample handling, transport and analytical 
requirements as for public water systems under the Safe Drinking Water Act.  NR 812 does 
not have the same requirements, and it is beyond the scope of DNR’s authority to modify 
these requirements without rulemaking. No change made to program guidance.  

b. Required comment on sample report.  Four individuals either requested to use a different 
comment on the sample report, or stated that it should not be required to include a 
comment.  NR 149.46 (2), Wis. Admin. Code, requires a disclaimer on the test report, and 
documentation in laboratory records.  Guidance revised to include the specific NR 149 
citation, simplify the required disclaimer statement, and clarify that laboratories should 
retain documentation.  

c. Temperature of received sample. One person suggested that the comment report a sample 
not received on ice as “sample >4-degrees C”.  With the guidance changes noted above, the 
temperature can be documented in laboratory records rather than on the test report. No 
change made to program guidance.   

d. Request for more dialogue.  One commenter requested additional dialogue with DNR to 
understand the applicability of the guidance and ensure that its implementation is not 
burdensome, costly or confusing.  DNR simplified the guidance as noted above, and shared 
the revised guidance with all commenters from certified laboratories to ensure 
understanding and clear implementation. 

3. Thermoplastic casing.  One person commented regarding this portion of the guidance.  This 
allowance was made in the October 2014 code revision at the request of the well construction 
industry, but the change was inadvertently made only in one place in the code, and not in two other 
places where it is referenced.  The program guidance confirms the intent to allow thermoplastic 
casing without steel over-casing or pump house.  No change made to program guidance. 

 
The final program guidance was issued on January 5, 2016.  DNR anticipates future rulemaking to 
address the issues in this guidance document.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Liesa Lehmann at (608) 267-7649 or 
Liesa.LehmannKerler@wisconsin.gov  
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