Nonpoint Source Program Management Plan (FFY 2016-2020)
Summary of Response to Public Comments

Length of Public Comment Period: February 11, 2015 — March 13, 2015.

Staff Contact Name: Corinne Billings (Corinne.Billings@wisconsin.gov)

Thank you to the individuals, agencies, and organizations that provided comments and feedback on the

Department of Natural Resources’ (Department) proposed Nonpoint Source Program Management Plan

(Management Plan). Eight public comments were received during the review period for this document.

These comments, specific responses, and any associated revisions to the document from Nonpoint

Source Program staff are summarized below. The final Management Plan will be posted on the

Department’s web site after it has been reviewed and approved by the U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency (EPA).

Comment & Response Summary:

Comment Source
Concerned citizen,
Lake Sinissippi
Improvement
District, Dodge
County Lakes Group,
Fox Lake Preservation
Organization, and
River Alliance of

Comment
Multiple comments expressed concern that
Department Leadership is not committed to
meeting requirements for Nonpoint Source
Program management and implementation.
They suggested that more personnel at DNR
are needed to address nonpoint source
pollution and implement the regulations
included in the Management Plan.

Response
The public comment draft of the
Management Plan
acknowledged in multiple places
that a lack of staff and resources
at the state and local level
continues to be a barrier for
Nonpoint Source Program
implementation. No additional

Wisconsin revisions recommended.
Arbutus Lake The Arbutus Lake Association expressed The public comment draft of the
Association concern about the muck and levels of Management Plan placed a great

pollution from tree leaves/needles, decay of
plants, and runoff in his nearby lake in
Forest County, which are impacting fish
spawning areas. They suggested that the
Department control these sources of lake
pollution for future generations of lake
landowners and fishermen.

emphasis on the control of
nutrient and sediment-based
nonpoint source pollution, which
includes sources such as
decaying tree leaves/needles
and plants. No additional
revisions recommended.

Forest County Land &
Water Resources

Forest County Land & Water Resources
expressed concern that internal loading of
nutrients and the associated eutrophication
are not included in the list of pollutant
sources in Section 1.2, page 6, of the public
comment draft Management Plan.

The Department will add
“internal loading” to this section
of the Management Plan.

Wisconsin
Department of

1. The Wisconsin Department of
Transportation (DOT) suggested that

1. In Section 1.4, the
Management Plan broadly
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Transportation

DOT be included in TMDL
implementation planning efforts
mentioned on page 50 of the public
comment draft.

2. The DOT also suggested that on pages
65-66 of the public comment draft there
needs to be clarification as to what DNR
code requirements DOT projects need
to address.

recognizes the importance of
affected stakeholders,
including specific mention of
DOT, being involved in NPS
management, which includes
the TMDL development,
planning, and
implementation processes.
No additional revisions
recommended.

2. The intent of this section of
the Management Plan was
solely to be a brief summary
of the performance
standards specified in
Chapter NR 151, Wis. Adm.
Code, not additional/other
code requirements tied to
meeting the performance
standards. No additional
revisions recommended.

River Alliance of
Wisconsin

The River Alliance of Wisconsin applauded
the Wisconsin River TMDL process and the
TMDL Implementation Program review the
DNR is currently conducting. They suggested
that the Department consider the role of
citizen lake and river groups in nonpoint
source TMDL implementation.

In Section 1.4, the Management
Plan broadly recognizes the
importance of affected
stakeholders being involved in
NPS management, which
includes the TMDL process. This
section was revised to include
and make specific mention of
citizen lake and river groups.




