Final guidance for administration and implementation of the deer management assistance
program

The Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) provides habitat and herd management
assistance to landowners interested in managing their property for wildlife. The program is
identified and defined under Wis. Stat. § 29.020 and Wis. Admin. Code NR § 10.70. This
finalized guidance would establishes practices related to basic program information, the
application process and timeline, private and publicly enrolled lands, landowner workshops, and
a voluntary mentored hunting and trapping program.

This guidance was developed by department staff and we solicited comments on it from August
26 through September 16. All comments were considered and the final guidance is being made
available to internal and external stakeholders. The department received 12 comments, mostly
from individuals but also including comments from the WI County Forest Association and the
Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission. Many comments were supportive in nature.
The department responded to questions contained in some comments and the original
email/comments and responses are contained in the supporting documents for this guidance.
Certain comments, such as ones relating to modifying deer management unit boundaries or the
fees for antlerless permits under the DMAP program, were outside the scope of this guidance but
the department will consider those in the future. No significant changes were made following
the comment period.
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To: Kurt Thiede : June 22, 2015
Tom Hauge
Kevin Wallenfang

From: John Wetzel (608-526-4238)

Subject: Strengtheming and Better Coordination of Deer Management, Especially in Northern
Wisconsin

I have felt for some time that the Department does not place enough emphasis, resources or
coordination toward deer management (disregarding CWD) considering the importance of deer
from a host of standpoints - hunter interest, state and Dept. economics, politics, etc. Perhaps
there is now a window to improve this situation with cuts to the research wing and discussion of
incorporating researchers into the management bureaus.

I would propose that two Deer Units be set up in Northern Wisconsin (and perhaps one in the
central forest). These Units would be attached to the Bureau of Wildlife Management with
responsibilities of coordmating management, conducting research and disseminating information
on deer while actively engaging and working with other agencies, conservation groups, CDACs,
Conservation Congress, hunters and the general public as well as the media to provide
information and a better understanding of the deer resources in their area. Each Unit could
consist of researchers and biologists. (Ideally, a forester would also be a permanent member.)
Local DNR wildlife biologists and carnivore specialists would also be automatic members. Local
DNR foresters, county foresters, Forest Service wildlife biologists and foresters would also be

invited to join.

It would be the Units responsibility to undertake habitat assessments for deer for various
sections/counties in their area, determine carrying capacities, determine/research problem areas,
provide coordinated management plans and goals to improve habitat and populations, and review
and document progress. The Unit would also design and carry out a whole range of needed
research. In all instances this work would be discussed, coordinated and hopefully assisted by

local groups as mentioned above.

The above is a proposal to strengthen deer management, especially in the north, provide a better
avenue to engage and inform the public, and provide local wildlife biologist the opportunity to to
concentrate on land management objectives by relieving them of some of their current day-to-
day responsibilities for public contacts regarding deer. If they should want to stay closely
engaged with the public they would be better able to do so as members and in coordination with

the Deer Units,

I am sure you can improve upon and expand the above idea but the objective of placing greater
emphasis and resources on deer management definitely needs to be undertaken by the




Department and Bureau of Wildlife Management. I believe you have a unique opportunity to
take this step today!

The Best -

John Weltzel
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gﬁixz’r‘der Sanden Regarding: administratioh and implementation of DMAP

Gleason, Wisconsin I
Dear Bob,

Chuck Zenner

Director

Please accept these comments from Wisconsin County Forests Association regarding

proposed program guidance for admimistration and implementation of DMAP. As you

ED‘? K:tlley are aware, WCFA represents the interests of 29 county forests established under state

Florence, Wisconsin statutes §28.10 and §28.11. Collectively our member counties manage nearly 2.4 million
acres of forests, the largest pubhe ownersh:p in the state.

Medford, Wisconsin

Bill Schradle )

CD;:;:;‘: Wisconsin Over the past several years, members of our organization have served on various groups
’ and advisory committees focused on deer issues in general and recently, more

Paul Lokken, Sr. spec1ﬁeally on DMAP. We appreclate the opportunity to participate in these efforts.

Director

Eau Claire, Wi i
autalre, Wisconsin We also apprecxate the work done to date enabling DMAP to move forward in

John Robinson Wisconsin both on pnvate and pubhc lands.

Director

Superior, Wisconsin At this time, we have no real issues w1th the program guidance as presented. We hope
Tom Thompson, Jr. to continue involvement with this program and other deer management related issues as
Director . Wisconsin moves forward with 1mp1ementat10n of programs and polices resulting from
Mercer, Wisconsin the Deer Trustee Report (T DR)

L.H. “skip” Fiedler

Director Thank you for the opportumty to prov1de this input, if we can be of further assistance
Minong, Wisconsin please do not hesitate to contact our office.

Phil Schneider .

Director Sincerely,

Sheldon, Wisconsin
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Loomans, Scott D - DNR

From: corkyhilary <corkyhilary@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Saturday, September 05, 2015 7,12 PM
To: Nack, Robert R - DNR

Subject: Comments

This program is great. [ am finding the resources to be very helpful (e.g. building the deer fence).

Janet Brehm in Wausaukee has been very helpful, going above and beyond in getting me information and
answering my questions.

You all are really doing a great job.

Corky Schnadt

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE smartphone







Loomans, Scott D - DNR

.
From: Gerry Mich <gerry.mich@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 03, 2015 2:21 PM
To: Nack, Robert R - DNR
Subject: DMAP public comment
Wildlife " Administration and Implementation of the Deer Management Assistance Program

Management (DMAP)
September 3, 2015

Hi Bob,

I have reviewed the proposed program 'guidance open for public comment. I would like to suggest that the cost
for antlerless tags be reduced to $2 which is closer to what T understand is the actual cost of making and printing
the tag instead of $6. When the tag system is updated soon, the tag cost should reflect that true cost.

My rationale is that for someone who is trying to run a tree farm as a business the inflated cost is an
unnecessary expense. I heard that the price was set so as to not “diminish the value of the resource.” The DNR
wildlife biologist and forester have already determined that my farm is overpopulated with deer and would be
more in balance with the carrying capacity if the numbers were decreased. I would say that their opinion 1eﬂects
the true value of the resource. The price of the tag is mostly an accounting issue.

I understand that the DNR faces the middie management position of having to listen to those above and those
below. I get it. You don’t want the program to face criticism for making it too easy to take out more deer when

many think there are never enough. When they stop eating my oak plantation, killing motorcyclists or causing
car collisions I will relax.

That is my opinion.
Gerry Mich

9636 Lois Lane
Appleton WI 54914

920-750-8284




Loomans, Scott D - DNR

From: Rick Yedica <rayedica@outiook.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2015 9:56 PM
To: Nack, Robert R - DNR

Subject: Dmap

Reviewed the Dmap report and found the info very interesting.As the program increases it will be interesting to to see
how the data changes. As a type two member | found the info interesting, helpful and in some cases eye opening!,,The
staff in the Wausaukee area are top notch and very helpful in helping us manage our land! The only fact that's a little
misleading are the %noted because of the smail number of active sites in the Dmap program. As more sites come
onboard the % could change considerablely,but that's a fact that's driven by the baseline number of sites.keep the great

info comingl!




Loomans, Scott D - DNR

From: Charles Ziegler <whitetails33@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 9:10 AM

To: Nack, Robert R - DNR

Subject: DMAP Public Comment

Bob,

My property in Monroe County is a 2015 DMAP enrollment property. My co-owner established a level 3 co-op with
neighbors. So far we've had 2 co-op meetings {one in which the DNR forester and Wildlife Biologist attended), attended
the DMAP workshop in Monroe County and our property site visit with the forester and biologist.

f think this program has excellent potential for educating the public regarding wildlife management {especially white
tailed deer). | believe educating the public will help the DNR gain more public trust which will help manage the deer

herd mere efficiently.
The public has a lot of misconceptions about deer and deer management.

I am a natural resources professional; so | thought some of the information presented at the DMAP workshop wasn't
real informative. The DMAP property visits were interesting.

Chad Ziegler







