
Executive Summary of the

Brule River State Forest Regional Analysis
Results from the Brule River State Forest Regional Analysis, a requirement of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources’ master planning process, indicate the Brule River State Forest (BRSF) is important to northwest Wisconsin in two respects:  for its contributions to increasing the region’s ecological diversity and for the high-quality recreation opportunities it affords.  

Located in northwestern Wisconsin in Douglas County, the Brule River State Forest is Wisconsin’s first state forest.  To date, the long, narrow BRSF, much of it only two miles wide, includes approximately 40,000 acres and contains the entire 44-mile length of the Bois Brule River.  The region for the Brule River State Forest is defined by Douglas, Bayfield, Sawyer, Washburn and Burnett Counties.  Within the region, the Brule River State Forest contributes potential for ecological management opportunities:

· Bois Brule River system.  The entire mainstem of the high-quality river lies within the BRSF boundary, which affords a unique opportunity for the protection and management of a river this size, a large portion of its watershed, and the associated natural processes, communities, and species.

· Brule Spillway Macrosite.  An extensive natural site that contains exemplary stands of several important natural communities, aquatic features, and a concentration of rare plants and animals.  This site is of regional and statewide significance.  

· Lake Superior Clay Plain.  Potential to restore several large stands of boreal forest, a community type now rare in Wisconsin.  The Brule River State Forest contains the largest acreage of state-owned lands suitable for the restoration and management of boreal forest.

· Bayfield Sand Plains.  An opportunity to restore components of the pine barrens community.  In the case of both the boreal forest and barrens restoration, large-scale management is possible in conjunction with large blocks of neighboring industrial forest lands.

The Brule River State Forest is also important regionally for the high-quality recreation opportunities it affords:

· The Bois Brule River is the premier trout fishery in the region, attracting anglers from across the state and beyond.  

· The upper and lower stretches of the Bois Brule River combine to offer canoeing and kayaking opportunities ranging from Class I to Class III (high water) that are not comparable to any other in the region.  

· The forest-based recreation opportunities include quality deer and grouse habitat, and the locally popular After Hours cross-country skiing trail.  

Please refer to the Brule River State Forest Regional Analysis (PUB-FR-185-2001) for a complete discussion of the economic, ecological and social conditions, opportunities, and constraints associated with the property on a local and regional scale.  

