
Before leaving the water,  
DRAIN   

LIVEWELLS  
& BUCKETS 

containing your catch. 

It’s the law!

BENEFITS OF ICING  
YOUR CATCH: 

•	 At freezing temperatures, 	
bacterial growth is reduced 	
to near zero, preventing fish 	
spoilage	

•	 Freezing prevents/reduces 	
rigor mortis	

•	 Captive fish foul their water 	
with substances that are toxic to 	
fish, including nitrite and ammonia

Leaving the water?  
Try transporting your catch on ice.

Source: Quality and quality changes in fresh fish,	
FAOFisheries Technical Paper 348
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Do your part to 
PROTECT OUR 

LAKES and

RIVERS!

•	 Reduce game fish populations	

•	 Ruin boat engines and jam 	
steering equipment	

•	 Make lakes unusable by boaters 	
and swimmers	

•	 Impact local economies and 	
lake communities

Some Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) 
like zebra mussel larvae and fish 	
diseases are spread by water in 	
boats and equipment. AIS can harm 
our lakes in several different ways:

WHY IS DRAINING SO IMPORTANT?
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