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Elm 

American elm: Ulmus americana 
 Slippery elm: Ulmus rubra 
Rock elm: Ulmus thomasii  

¶ How has the elm resource changed?  
Growing stock volume and diameter class distribution: 1983, 1996, and 2006  

¶ Where does elm grow in Wisconsin? 
Growing stock volume by region with map  

¶ How fast is elm growing? 
Average annual net growth by region and year : 1983, 1996, and 2006  

¶ How healthy is elm in Wisconsin? 
Average annual mortality : 1983, 1996, and 2006  

¶ How much elm do we harvest? 
Roundwood product ion by product  and year : 1997, 2002, and 2007  

¶ How much is elm selling for? 
Prices for cordwood and sawtimber: 2000 to present  

 

 

American elms have been decimated by Dutch elm disease which was 

ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎΦ  However, the volume of elm has 
shown signs of recovery since 1996 with increased growth rates and 
increased numbers of small trees.   

Unfortunately, mortality remains quite high due to the continuing effects 

of the disease.  Elm accounts for 2% of all volume and growth of trees 
in Wisconsin, but 9% of total mortality.  

Elm is not an important timber species, and is mainly used for fuelwood 

and pulpwood. 
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òHow has the elm resource changed?ó 
Growing stock volume and diameter class distribution by year 

 

The volume of elm in Wisconsin in 2006 was about 387 million cft or 

about 2% of total growing stock volume.  The vast majority (79%) of 

this is American elm with 20% slippery elm and less than 1% rock 

elm. 

Volume decreased 11% between 1983 and 1996 (mainly due to 

mortality related to Dutch elm disease) but has increased 44% since 

1996, especially in larger size trees (over 13 inches). 

The number of pole and sawtimber size trees has increased for both 

American and slippery elm with an increase of over 60% for slippery 

elm seedlings.  This suggests that, if the trend continues, elm should 

increase in importance in the future. 
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Source:  USDA Forest Inventory and Analysis data: 1983, 1996, and 2006 

Percentage change in the number of live trees by tree size class between 1996 and 2006 
Source:  USDA Forest Inventory and Analysis data: 1983, 1996, and 2006 

Growing stock volume (trees over 5 inches dbh) in million cubic feet in 1983, 1996, and 2006.  

Source:  USDA Forest Inventory and Analysis data: 1983, 1996, and 2006 
 



 

  
òWhere does elm grow in Wisconsin?ó 

Growing stock volume by region with map 

 

Over 70% of elm volume is located in southern 

Wisconsin with another 13% in the central 

part of the state.   

 

Growing stock volume (million cft) by species and region of the state. 

Species Central 
North 
east 

North 
west 

South 
east 

South 
west 

Total 
Percent 
of total 

American Elm 44 30 31 70 133 306 79% 

Slippery Elm 6 2 1 17 51 78 20% 

Rock Elm 0 1 0 0 1 2 <1% 

Total elm 50 33 32 87 185 387 100% 

Percent of total 13% 9% 8% 23% 48% 100%  

 
Source:  USDA Forest Service, Forest Inventory and Analysis 2006 data 


