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Ash  

White ash,  Fraxinus americana  
Black ash,   Fraxinus nigra 

Green ash,  Fraxinus pennsylvanica 

¶ How has the ash resource changed?  
Growing stock volume and diameter class distribution: 1983, 1996, and 2006 

¶ Where does ash grow in Wisconsin? 
Growing stock volume by region with map  

¶ How fast is ash growing? 
Average annual net growth by region and year : 1983, 1996, and 2006 

¶ How healthy is ash in the state? 
Average annual mortality   by year : 1983, 1996, and 2006 

¶ How much ash do we harvest? 
Roundwood product ion by product : 1997, 2002, and 2007  

¶ How much is ash selling for? 
Prices for cord wood and sawtimber: 2000 to present  

 

 

The volume of ash has increased steadily as have average growth rates.  

Low mortality is reflected in a below average ratio of mortality to 
growth.  The number of seedling and sapling size trees has increased 
significantly suggesting that all three species of ash will maintain 
healthy populations in the future if current conditions continue. 

Ash is not a major roundwood species but is used for pulpwood, sawlogs 

and fuelwood production.  The emerald ash borer (EAB), a major 
cause of ash mortality in other states, is moving closer to Wisconsin 
and, if and when it arrives in the state, is expected to cause substantial 
mortality of ash. 
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òHow has the ash resource changed?ó 
Growing stock volume and diameter class distribution by year 

The growing stock volume of ash in Wisconsin was about 1.2 

billion cft in 2006, accounting for 6% of total growing stock 

volume. This represents an increase of about 60% since 1983.   

 For growing stock trees όƻǾŜǊ рέ ŘōƘύ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ƛƴ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ 

(over 13 inches in diameter) has increased by 151% since 

1983, whereas volume in smaller trees (under 13 inches) has 

increased by 39%. 

Seedling and sapling size trees are increasing in number for all 

three ash species, suggesting that ash will maintain its 

important role in our forests in the future. 
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Percentage change in the number of live trees by tree size class between 1996 and 2006 
Source:  USDA Forest Inventory and Analysis data: 1983, 1996, and 2006. 

Growing stock volume (trees over 5 inches dbh) in million cubic feet in 1983, 1996, and 2006.  

Source:  USDA Forest Inventory and Analysis data: 1983, 1996, and 2006. 

Source:  USDA Forest Inventory and Analysis data: 1983, 1996, and 2006. 



 

  

�´Where does ash grow in Wisconsin�"�µ 
Growing stock volume by region with map 

 

About 60% of ash volume is located in northern Wisconsin 

with another 18% in the southeast part of the state.   

Black ash predominates in northwest Wisconsin on 

wetter soils, green ash in the southeast and white ash is 

found on mesic soils mostly in the northern part of the 

state.  

Growing stock volume (million cft) by species and region of the state. 

Species Central 
North 
east 

North 
west 

South 
east 

South 
west 

Total 
% of 
total 

Black Ash 65 80 312 35 17 508 43% 

Green Ash 47 53 56 117 28 302 25% 

White Ash 54 104 94 60 64 376 32% 

Total 165 238 462 212 109 1,186 100% 

% of total 14% 20% 39% 18% 9% 100% 
 

 
Source:  USDA Forest Inventory and Analysis data 2006 


