Additional reports of newly discovered EAB infestations have been filtering in from lllinois
over the past month. A positive identification of the beetle was confirmed from an ash tree on
Chicago’s South Side at 29" and State Street on June 12. The extent of the infestation is
unknown. Just one week prior, EAB was confirmed in southwest Naperville. This was the first
confirmed case of EAB in Naperville and Will County. Numerous beetles were found infesting a
dozen parkway trees in a new housing development. Trees were immediately destroyed.

Gypsy moth updates
By Mark Guthmiller, SCR Gypsy Moth Suppression Program Coordinator

Lifecycle status:

We are starting to see pupation in most parts of southern and
southeastern WI. In the eastern most counties near Lake Michigan we
may continue to see caterpillar feeding damage continue for a week or
more but most damage is starting to wind down in other parts of
southern WI as caterpillars pupate. | am anticipating reports of adult
moth emergence soon in the south central part of the state soon.

5 Caterpillar disease update:

 Many areas in southern and southeast
regions of Wisconsin are experiencing
some caterpillar mortality from disease.
Entomophaga (a fungal disease) and
“‘1 NPV (a viral disease) have been

i h'v !h commonly observed and reported

causmg caterplllar mortality in southern Adams, Columbia, Dane,

Sauk, Jefferson, Kenosha, and Walworth Counties so far this year.

A mass of caterpillars hanging dead on the base of a tree in Dane County. NPV killed caterpillars
usually hang in an inverted V and entomophaga killed caterpillars usually hang head down. Both
diseases are usually present together.

Problem area reports:

It has been a race between disease and caterpillar development into pupation in many areas and
we are getting reports of some areas with spotty defoliation and other areas with caterpillar
collapse due to disease. Aerial surveys also indicated a very scattered and patchy pattern to
defoliation this year in southern Wisconsin. Areas | am currently aware of with reports or
observations of defoliation in southern WI include:

- Columbia County: Small area of light defoliation in Town of Caledonia

- Dane County: Scattered reports in Madison, Monona, and Town of Dane

- Jefferson County: Small area of defoliation in Town of Oakland

- Kenosha County: Reports of defoliation in Town of Bristol, Town of Wheatland around the Lilly
Lake area, and localized areas in the City of Kenosha.

- Sauk County: Scattered and patchy light defoliation in southern portions of Devils Lake and Town
of Sumpter

- Milwaukee County: reports of residential trees with defoliation in Wauwatosa and caterpillars in
Whitefish Bay

- Walworth County: Areas of patchy light to moderate defoliation in Town of Richmond area near
Whitewater Lake.



Rhizosphaera needlecast

This spring, our lab has received several spruce samples that have been infected with
Rhizosphaera needlecast. The disease is caused by the fungus, Rhizosphaera kalkohoffii.
Infected needles turn purple to brown, and later fall off. Symptoms often start with inner needles on
the lower branches, and progress upward. Spores are produced from infected old needles during
wet conditions in the spring to spread the disease. Although infections occur in the spring, the
development of needle symptoms is delayed until the following spring.

Diagnosis can be made by looking for rows of small pin-head size
black round fruiting bodies on infected needles. Colorado blue
spruce is especially susceptible to this disease, however, other
spruce species, such as, white, black, and Norway spruces can also
be infected. Different species of Rhizosphaera (Rhizosphaera pini)

Small pin-head size black round infects fir needles, and causes similar symptoms.
fruiting bodies on infected needles

Recommendations to control this disease include; maintain the
health of the trees by properly watering and fertilizing, properly prune dead or severely infected
branches, and remove lower branches to encourage air circulation. When shearing is performed,
healthy trees should be sheared first to avoid transporting spores to healthy trees, and also
shearing should be avoided when the needles are wet. It also helps reduce disease spread by
sterilizing shearing tools by dipping them in bleach solution after shearing diseased trees.

Applications of fungicides that contain chlorothalonil (Trade names: Bravo or Daconil) in spring can
be effective to protect new growth from infection. Fungicide applications may be practical if
infected trees are scheduled to be harvested as Christmas trees in a few years. Applications
should be made when new needles are half elongated and again when needles are fully
elongated, or every three to four weeks during wet periods. Repeated years of applications may
be necessary.

There are factsheets that describe this disease, including cultural and chemical control options.
Some of them are from UW Extension at http://wihort.uwex.edu/gardenfacts/XHT1006.doc and
from Ohio State Extension at http://ohioline.osu.edu/hyg-fact/3000/3059.html.

Wilt disease symptoms are showing up

The first signs of oak wilt and Dutch elm disease have begun to
appear in infected trees. Both diseases are caused by wilt-
causing fungi, and their attacks induce the plugging of the water
&= and nutrient conducting channels in the tree. Oak wiltis a

¢ serious disease of oak, especially in the red oak group. In the
red oak group, once wilting symptoms become visible, the tree
loses most of the leaves and dies very quickly, often within a few
weeks. This disease is commonly found in the southern two-
thirds of Wisconsin

A red oak tree that has started to show The first symptoms of oak wilt are branches with wilted leaves

ilti t f oak wilt (the pict .
e et Gy o it (ihe pieture and leaves on the ground in summer. These fallen leaves are
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http://ohioline.osu.edu/hyg-fact/3000/3059.html

partially green or a bronze-green and are not completely dry. Landowners who have an oak tree
that is rapidly losing its leaves may want to have the tree examined for oak wilt.

Dutch elm disease is a serious problem on elm. The disease is

often fatal. Leaves of infected trees turn light green to yellow,

then brown and curl up. The wilting symptom may spread to

the entire crown rapidly or it may show up one branch at a time

and take several years to succumb. Dutch elm disease is

caused by either of two closely related species; Ophiostoma

ulmi and Ophiostoma novo-ulmi. Both oak wilt and Dutch elm

B diseases spread through connected root system. That's why

" you may continue to lose a few more trees from these diseases
year after year, even though infected trees are removed from

The Dutch elm disease could kill a mature elm X
tree within one year or may take multiple years  the site.
(the picture was taken on July 8)

Homeowners who suspect oak wilt or Dutch elm disease can
send branch samples that have wilting leaves to the University of Wisconsin, Plant Disease
Diagnostics Clinic for oak wilt laboratory test. The samples should be roughly 1/2-inch in diameter
and 4 to 6-inches long from three different branches with wilting leaves. The samples must have
live tissue.

Details for submitting samples are available on the Internet at http://www.plantpath.wisc.edu/pddc/
or by calling the University of Wisconsin’s Plant Disease Diagnostic Clinic at 608-262-2863. For
more information about oak wilt biology and management, please visit the Wisconsin DNR website
at http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/Forestry/Fh/oakWilt/index.htm.

Other reported pests

Sawflies on mugho pine - Heavy feeding on mugho pine by sawflies was reported in southern
part of SER in early June. It was suspected that the culprit was the European pine sawflies
(Neodiprion sertifer). The European pine sawflies are early season feeders (feeding in early May
to mid-dune). When fully grown, the larvae are about one inch long. This insect feeds in small
colonies on red, white, jack, Austrian, Scotch pines and Mugho pines. Larvae feed only on last
year’s needles. Thus, trees infested for the last two years will typically contain only current year’s
needles. Mortality of affected trees can occur if defoliation of all one-year-old needles occurs for
two or more years. For more information about the European pine sawfly, visit Ohio State
Extension website at http://ohioline.osu.edu/hyg-fact/2000/2555.html.

Updates on previously reported pest problems

Aborted hard maple seed crop - A DNR Forester, Jim Bernett (Poynette) reported heavy seed
drop both from silver and red maple in Columbia Co. Seeds were dry and brown, covering the
ground. Crowns of affected trees were very sparse. (Previous article is found in Vol. 5 No. 2)

Please report to us

We appreciate reports of forest health problems in your areas. Currently, there is no regional
forest health specialist assigned in SCR or SER. At this point, please contact the following staff for
regional forest health problems/questions. Thank you.
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For general forest health issues

Jane Cummings-Carlson (northern part of SER) 608-275-3273
Kyoko Scanlon (southern part of SER, and SCR) 608-275-3275
For gypsy moth

Andrea Diss (Statewide issues) 608-264-9247

Mark Guthmiller (SCR/SER) 608-275-3223
Emerald ash borer hotline 1-800-462-2803

Emerald ash borer e-mail eab@datcp.state.wi.us .
Gypsy moth hotline 1-800-642-MOTH

Forest Health web site: http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/forestry/FH/
Gypsy Moth web site: http://www.gypsymoth.wi.gov
Emerald ash borer web site: http://emeraldashborer.wi.qov/

About the newsletter

“SCR & SER Forest Health Update” is an informal newsletter created by the Wisconsin DNR,
Forest Health Protection Unit. The purpose of this newsletter is to provide foresters in the South
Central Region and Southeastern Region with regional up-to-date forest health information. This
newsletter will be issued monthly during the growing season and on an irregular basis during
winter as topics come up. We welcome your comments/suggestions on this newsletter and your
reports on forest health problems you observed in your area. If you would like to subscribe to this
newsletter, please contact Kyoko Scanlon at Kyoko.Scanlon@wisconsin.gov.

Previous issues of this update and regional forest health updates from NER, NOR and WCR, are
available from the WI DNR Forestry website at
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/Forestry/FH/intheNews/index.htm.

Articles were written by Kyoko Scanlon, unless otherwise noted.
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