
Wisconsin Wildlife Action Plan 

 

WWAP | 2015-2025 Page 3-33 

 

3.2 Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

3.2 Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

 

 This is an overview of Wisconsin’s bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) 

and their associations with Natural Communities and Ecological Landscapes.   This 

section also identifies bird species that are not classified as SGCN, but are classified as 

BasicSINS (species with information needs), RankingSINS, or species that had sufficient 

information to assess them with confidence and did not meet the SGCN criteria (e.g., 

ranked S4 or S5, ranked S3G5 or S3S4G5, or did not meet the additional criteria 

considered after assessing S/G-Ranks).  See Section 2.6 for more explanation on ranking 

and SINS.    

 

The issues, challenges and conservation actions that will be important for most or all bird 

SGCN over the next ten years are presented in the second half of this section along 

with those applicable to one or a few bird species. The discussion of the issues and 

challenges facing bird SGCN and their habitat, and the conservation actions that 

address them, follows nomenclature developed by the Open Standards for the 

Practice of Conservation.1  The Open Standards classification for Conservation Actions, 

with some modification for circumstances particular to Wisconsin, is presented in 

Appendix 2.1 at the end of Section 2.   

 

3.2.1 Bird SGCN 

 

Birds play an important role in ecosystem function and a wide array of roles in the 

habitats in which they occur. There are arguably 284 native bird species for which 

Wisconsin provides important breeding, wintering, or migratory habitat. Of these 

species, 68 (24%) have been identified as Species of Greatest Conservation Need in 

Wisconsin and are presented in Table 3.2.1. Twenty four of these are currently listed as 

Threatened or Endangered in Wisconsin; three are listed as federally Threatened or 

Endangered, and one is listed federally as an Experimental, Non-Essential Population.   

 

3.2.2 SGCN-NC and SGCN-EL Association Scores 

 

The association between each bird SGCN and each natural community type is 

provided in Tables 3.2.3 to 3.2.10 organized by natural community group.  The definition 

at each level of association is provided below. Figure 3.2.1 takes all bird SGCN with an 

association of moderate (score = 2) and high (score = 3) for a given community type 

and then sums all the “2’s” and “3’s”.  Each bar in the graph represents that sum for the 

stated natural community.  If bird SGCN have only a low or no association with a 

community type, the community is not listed.  Higher scores indicate higher overall 

association of bird SGCN with that community type. For birds in particular, the SGCN-

NC scores illustrate that birds utilize each and every natural community in the state, 

making them a key indicator of community health and function.  

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 http://cmp-openstandards.org/tools/threats-and-actions-taxonomies/ (Search Terms:  open standards 

conservation threats actions) 

http://cmp-openstandards.org/tools/threats-and-actions-taxonomies/
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Key to SGCN-NC Association Score 
Level of 

Association  
Description 

High 

This natural community (currently and/or historically) contains essential 

biological, physical and ecological habitat elements for the species, which 

must be present in quality and quantity to sustain the species; conservation 

actions implemented in this natural community may result in significant 

improvement in the factors used to identify SGCN (e.g., rarity, trend and threat 

factors used in S/G Ranks). 

Moderate 

This natural community (currently and/or historically) contains some, but not all 

biological, physical and ecological habitat elements that support or help to 

support this species; species may sustain itself with reduced quantity or quality 

of this natural community; conservation actions implemented in this natural 

community may result in moderate improvement in the factors used to identify 

SGCN (e.g., rarity, trend and threat factors used in S/G Ranks). 

Low 

Species is (and/or historically was) minimally associated with the biological, 

physical and ecological characteristics of this natural community; conservation 

actions implemented in this natural community may result in minimal 

improvement in the factors used to identify SGCN (e.g., rarity, trend and threat 

factors used in S/G Ranks). 

None 
Species does not (and did not historically) or is highly unlikely to use this 

Ecological Landscape. 

  

The association between each bird SGCN and the sixteen ecological landscapes is 

provided in Table 3.2.11. Figure 3.2.2 takes all bird SGCN with an association of 

moderate and high for a given ecological landscape and then sums all the 2’s” and 

“3’s”.  Each bar in the graph represents that sum for the stated landscape.  If bird SGCN 

have only a low or no association with a landscape, it is not listed.  Higher scores 

indicate higher overall association of bird SGCN with that ecological landscape. A 

reminder of the definitions for each level of association is provided below.  As with 

natural communities, bird species in Wisconsin utilize every ecological landscape 

present in the state, and are thus important indicators of the health of those areas.  

 

Key to SGCN-EL Association Scores 

Level of 

Association 
Description 

High  

Estimated as “majority”, “critical”, or likely to be “>50%” for current and 

historical characteristics that measure use or presence at a large scale:area of 

occupancy, state population size, and/or range extent of the species or its 

habitat; as a result, conservation actions implemented in this Ecological 

Landscape may result in significant improvement in the factors used to identify 

SGCN (e.g., rarity, trend and threat factors used in S/G Ranks). 

Moderate 

Estimated as “many”, “important”, or likely to be “<50%” association with the EL 

for current and historical characteristics that measure use or presence at a 

large scale: area of occupancy, state population size, and/or range extent of 

the species or its habitat; as a result, conservation actions implemented in this 

Ecological Landscape may result in moderate improvement in the factors used 

to identify SGCN (e.g., rarity, trend and threat factors used in S/G Ranks). 

Low 
Estimated as “minimal”, “infrequent” or “occasional” association with the 

Ecological Landscape for current and historical characteristics that can be 
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Level of 

Association 
Description 

estimated at a large scale: area of occupancy and/or range extent of the 

species or its habitat; species is present; as a result, conservation actions 

implemented in this Ecological Landscape may result in some improvement in 

the factors used to identify SGCN (e.g., rarity, trend and threat factors used in 

S/G Ranks). 

None 
Species does not (and did not historically) or is highly unlikely to use or be 

present in this Ecological Landscape. 

 

These associations are estimates based on expert and professional knowledge, and like 

the SGCN list itself, new information and changes in our environment are good reasons 

to reassess these scores periodically. Subtle shifts in natural community characteristics 

may render the natural community or habitat it represents lessor more favorable for 

these species. While these scores can be used individually, they are best considered 

together with the NC-EL opportunity scores. For example, while piping plover is highly 

associated with dunes and beaches, those along the Superior Coastal Plain Ecological 

Landscape consistently have the width preferred by plovers when compared to those 

present along the three Lake Michigan Coastal Ecological Landscapes.  These scores 

help make decisions about matching conservation actions that are linked to SGCN 

birds in the Actions database to the most appropriate species and natural community 

targets in a given area.   

 

3.2.3 Bird SINS and Other Bird Species that are not SGCN 

 

Across taxa, species with information needs (SINS) are classified as such because:  1) 

inventory, trend data, and/or life history data were insufficient to estimate the factors 

and other criteria used to identify state rank and thus SGCN status (Ranking SINS); or 2) 

the most basic taxonomic and/or status data are lacking to identify the species or its 

distribution. Other species had sufficient information to assess their SGCN status, and did 

not meet the SGCN criteria; however, information may still be gathered to monitor their 

populations and habitat in the event their status changes 

 

These three groups of species are identified in Table 3.2.2 to help distinguish survey, 

monitoring, or research objectives over the next five to ten years. There are no BasicSINS 

bird species, indicating that basic information about the taxonomy and occurrence of 

species in the bird group is generally adequate, but continued monitoring or surveys 

focused on ranking factors of rarity, trends, and threats are still needed.   

 

Of our state’s remaining native bird species, some are very common or stable and, 

relatively speaking, are not in need of conservation (e.g., blue jay and American crow) 

and some of those may be managed as game species (e.g., mourning dove and wild 

turkey).  For some bird species an assessment was considered not applicable 

(NatureServe Rank = SNA) because the species is not a suitable target for conservation 

activities. A species can be “not applicable” for a couple reasons:  their presence here 

is unpredictable or infrequent, there are no permanent breeding pairs, there isn’t a 

sustainable population, or we can’t identify a habitat or territory that it uses. These 

species include long distance migrants such as the marbled godwit, and species that 
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do not regularly breed within the state such as the barn owl and snowy egret. In our 

state, these species bring important issues to the forefront about what defines a native 

species and the circumstances that qualify a species for conservation need, especially 

with species and habitat shifts occurring as a result of environmental changes. 

 

3.2.4 Issues and Conservation actions Common to Many Bird SGCN 

 

This section summarizes issues and challenges affecting the conservation of bird SGCN 

and actions that can be implemented at the source or to address the effects of the 

source on the species or its habitat.  Distinguishing the source of the impact from the 

effects or the changes that occur to the species and its habitat is important because 

the two typically need a different approach and set of conservation actions.  For 

example, land development in grassland habitat may be an issue that has the effect of 

habitat loss.  Conservation actions may be focused at the source of the activity, which 

is related to the location, type and extent of the development, or the action can be 

focused on restoring or replacing habitat elsewhere or at the edge of the 

development.  Multiple sources of impact may have the same or similar effects on 

species or habitat. Similar effects may be addressed collectively by a single action or 

suite of actions.   

 

The first part of this subsection identifies issues and conservation actions identified most 

frequently for bird SGCN and their habitats.  The nomenclature is based on the higher 

level categories in the Open Standards threats and actions classification2.  The second 

half is devoted to very important conservation actions for specific bird SGCN and their 

habitat.3  Key words or titles that correspond to the categories in the threats and 

conservation actions classifications are used in the text to orient the reader.  Unlike in 

WWAP1, an effort has been made to pair issues affecting conservation of bird SGCN 

with their relevant conservation actions. 

 

Issue: Habitat conversion is a primary issue facing bird Species of Greatest Conservation 

Need in Wisconsin. Many native birds have declined in range and abundance in the 

past 100 years due largely to converting native landscapes into other uses, which has 

the cumulative effect of habitat loss, fragmentation, and reduction in habitat quality. 

For example, continued loss and fragmentation of forest habitat in southern Wisconsin 

from housing and road development threatens many of our forest dwelling species. 

Similarly, grassland species suffer from loss and fragmentation of grassland habitat due 

to factors such as rural housing development and conversion of idle grassland 

(including pasture) to row crops or tree plantations. Additionally, shorebirds that utilize 

ephemeral mudflats and shallow-flooded fields for resting and feeding sites during 

                                                           
2
 See the following website for the classifications. http://cmp-openstandards.org/tools/threats-and-

actions-taxonomies/ (Search Terms:  open standards conservation threats actions).  The conservation 

actions classification is provided in Appendix 2.1. 

 
3 An Actions Database is being developed by WWAP partners to add more detail and characteristics 

about the conservation actions described here, including locations, cross-benefits to other species or 

natural communities, issues categories addressed by the action and the rationale behind the action).  

More about the approach to the Actions Database is described in Section 2.5. 

http://cmp-openstandards.org/tools/threats-and-actions-taxonomies/
http://cmp-openstandards.org/tools/threats-and-actions-taxonomies/
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spring and fall migration are threatened by the draining of this habitat for agriculture 

and housing development.  
 

In the Open Standards threats classification development includes the footprint on the 

landscape during all phases of construction and operation. All types of residential, 

commercial, and agricultural development and the transportation and service corridors 

that link them can affect bird SGCNs. The relative significance of each of these sources 

depends, in part, on where they occurs in the state and how closely the development is 

associated with natural community types for which that SGCN species is found (i.e., the 

siting and intensity of the development are important factors to consider). For example, 

in Wisconsin, agricultural development is a more important issue for bird SGCNs in 

southwestern ecological landscapes; whereas commercial and residential 

development is a more important issue in south central and southeastern ecological 

landscapes.  

 

Conservation Actions: Restoration, management, and protection of, wetlands, and 

large blocks of forested and grassland habitat are the primary actions proposed for 

conserving bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need in Wisconsin. Additional 

research is needed to adequately and more effectively work to conserve many species 

and their habitats. Research needs include surveys to identify critical conservation 

areas, long term monitoring to detect population trends, and specific projects to 

determine habitat requirements and impacts of various habitat management 

strategies. It is also important to work closely with policy makers to keep programs that 

promote fallow agricultural land and wetland restoration in place, especially those that 

allow for permanent protection of habitats; and to support laws and policies that 

prevent degradation and fragmentation of habitats through activities such as rural 

home development in large, intact grassland areas. Creating and maintaining 

effective partnerships of agencies, non-governmental organizations, and the public are 

key to accomplishing many of these conservation actions.  
 

Issue: As with different types of development, biological resource use such as timber 

harvesting can also alter bird habitat. The nature and extent of the effects on bird 

SGCNs not only depends on the footprint (i.e., where the activity is occurring), as noted 

above, but also in how habitat is managed.  

 

Conservation Actions: In the WWAP we attempted to explicitly recognize the 

importance of the diversity of forest age classes on our landscape by including seral 

stages in some of the northern forest community types. An important conservation 

action that follows from this is development of a forest landscape plan to design and 

estimate acreage goals for seral/developmental stages. These stages range from 

young to old for each ecological landscape in order to attempt to reach a balanced 

mosaic of forest age-classes that provide habitat for bird SGCNs. Additionally, 

interdisciplinary working groups could identify focal areas with the greatest 

opportunities to begin this effort based, in part, on the association and opportunity 

scores identified in the WWAP for all SGCN species. 

 

In addition to forests, one can consider a landscape-scale approach to reserve design 

and management, where a full range of complementary natural communities and 
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habitat types are interwoven in a mosaic, and occupy different positions along soil, 

topography, and moisture gradients. For example, in the Western Coulees and Ridges 

Ecological Landscape, there are opportunities for restoration and management of 

sandstone-influenced sites within a mosaic of oak opening, oak woodland and sand 

prairie communities, along with smaller patches containing oak forest, pine relicts, dry 

prairie, open shrubby barrens, and rock outcrops. Such planning efforts require cross- 

organization, -discipline, and -ownership planning efforts that can be very complex, but 

the successful implementation of these efforts can be extremely beneficial for the 

conservation and restoration of natural communities and the SGCNs they support. 
 

Issue: Many invasive plant species such as buckthorn, reed canary grass, purple 

loosestrife, and garlic mustard can degrade the quality of important nesting and 

foraging habitats. Once degraded, these areas no longer support the diversity or 

abundance of birds, including SGCNs, that they once did. This threat manifests itself in 

different ways for bird SGCNs: nonnative invasive species, problematic native and 

nonnative species, and nonnative diseases and pests. 

 

Non-native invasive species pose a significant conservation issue for bird SGCNs. Once 

they have been introduced or escaped into an area, these species often directly 

compete (and in many situations outcompete) native species that provide important 

habitat for bird SGCNs. They may also indirectly impact native plants by altering soil 

chemistry or moisture or light availability. In prairies, sweet clover or wild parsnip can 

spread over large areas, while in wetlands, clones of reed canary grass are particularly 

invasive. Eurasian water milfoil and curly-leaved pondweed have formed extensive 

patches in lakes throughout the state. Garlic mustard has spread throughout many 

forests in southern Wisconsin; although not as extensively in the north, garlic mustard 

can be locally abundant on many northern sites, and stopping its spread is a major 

concern. 

 

Disease, pests, and herbivory can also change native plant community diversity and 

structure and, in turn, degrade important bird SGCN habitat. A number of forbs, 

including orchids and trilliums, are preferentially browsed by deer and rabbits. 

Overabundance of these browsers can result in low flowering and fruiting rates in target 

plants and eventually can lead to their extirpation as they are outcompeted by less 

frequently browsed species.  

 

Conservation Actions: Wisconsin’s invasive species law (NR40) is a legislative response to 

this issue that creates a comprehensive, science-based system, with criteria to classify 

invasive species into two categories: "prohibited" and "restricted." From this legislation, 

an array of conservation actions have been, and continue to be, established including 

standards and practices for public and private industry sectors and recreational uses, 

awareness, and education. Early detection of new populations of non-native invasive 

species is a key strategy of successfully controlling them. Once an invasive species 

population has become established, a land manager with relevant experience should 

be consulted for the most effective treatment techniques, which may include hand-

pulling, cutting, burning, or herbicide. Follow-up monitoring should be conducted to 

gauge the efficacy of the treatment and identify future control efforts needed. 
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Conservation actions for invasive species prevention and control within plant SGCN 

habitat are often included as part of comprehensive management for a site. This is 

because those measures used to control invasive species can be part of other 

restoration and management objectives (e.g., cutting to remove invasive species and 

open areas for establishment of native plants). Landowners, on the other hand, may 

focus conservation efforts entirely on invasive species control techniques such as hand 

cutting, brush mowing, conducting prescribed burns, and using managed grazing to 

control invasive species.  

 

Finally, potential impacts of abundant herbivores can be evaluated and monitored at 

a local level using ecological metrics, such as abundance or growth rates of sensitive 

species and monitoring of changes in plant community structure over time. 

 

Issue: Anthropogenic-related factors such as direct predation by non-native animals 

(e.g., feral cats), competition from non-native birds (e.g., house sparrows and starlings), 

and collisions with structures, can negatively affect populations of many SGCN bird 

species.  

 

Conservation Actions: The scope and type of actions necessary to abate the effects of 

non-native animals vary widely depending upon the non-native species in question. 

Non-native cats, both feral and outdoor pets, have significant impacts on bird 

populations and, combined with other factors, can be a source of significant risk for 

several bird SGCN species. The issue of non-native cat predation is one that has been 

researched and documented extensively; however, in most cases, compliance with 

actions that can decrease predation rates and occurrences is voluntary and it has 

proven difficult to obtain widespread public support. Nonetheless, many good 

outreach and education efforts are available such as the American Bird Conservancy’s 

Cats Indoors program. Efforts should be made to distribute and promote this 

information. 

 

Other conservation actions to reduce the effects from non-native species can include 

a variety of programs. For example, localized, targeted brown-headed cowbird control 

can be implemented in areas where the birds are a direct threat to an SGCN species 

such as Kirtland’s warbler. 

 

The actions necessary to address the issue of collisions vary depending upon the 

location and type of structure that is posing the threat. As an illustration, appropriately 

siting wind turbines in areas that are not major migration corridors for birds and utilizing 

bird friendly glass in the construction of new buildings can both significantly reduce 

mortality events from collisions. 

 

Issue: Contamination of habitats from heavy metals such as lead, and chemicals 

including PCBs and DDT, both in Wisconsin and on wintering grounds in Central and 

South America, are well documented threats to the conservation of many bird species. 

Synthetic chemicals in the natural system can negatively influence bird species 

themselves as well as water quality and invertebrate prey species. 
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Conservation Actions: Actions to address this issue fall into a combination of awareness 

and education, use of chemicals to control invasive species, and prevention. Avoid 

pesticide use that may impact bird SGCN species. Limit the use of chemicals and 

pesticides in grassland habitats because of known effects on reproduction and other 

aspects of biology. Integrated pest management practices that consider natural 

biological processes and biopesticides, preventative cultural practices, and emphasis 

on control, are important components of these actions.   

 

Issue: The succession of grassland habitats to shrubland and woodland, and changes in 

species composition due to altered fire regimes, impact habitat quality and quantity for 

grassland bird SGCN, including changes in food abundance and variety, soil 

temperature and composition, and an increased predator abundance, all of which 

adversely affect bird SGCN survival.     

 

Conservation Actions: Maintain and restore oak barrens and sand-, dry-, or dry mesic -

prairie habitats in suitable landscapes by rotating management throughout the 

property and across years or seasons and using a variety of management techniques, 

such as timber harvests, prescribed fire, mowing, grazing, and herbicide applications to 

minimize negative impacts from any specific or individual management techniques. 

Expanding grassland acreage on appropriate sites by reducing tree and brush cover of 

prairies by burning, grazing, or mowing enables larger patches of suitable grassland 

habitat for grassland bird SGCNs. 
 

Issue: The lack of information on status, distribution, population trends, habitat use and 

requirements, species interaction, and other factors is needed to adequately and more 

effectively work to conserve many bird SGCN species and their habitats. Some bird 

SGCNs are faced with interspecific competition from other sympatric species due to 

shifting ranges, causing interactions that tend to favor the more aggressive and, most 

often, the more common species. Examples include genetic swamping due to the 

blue-winged warbler and the SGCN golden-winged warbler interbreeding, and the 

range expansion of the brown-headed cowbird into areas where bird SGCN species 

are not adapted to deal with nest parasitism.  

 

Conservation Actions: Despite birds being generally well-researched, information is still 

needed for bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need. Continued work should be 

done to develop partnerships with academic staff and biologists to research bird SGCN 

distribution, population size, habitat use, and mortality factors as a basis for developing 

an effective management and conservation strategy in species where there is a lack of 

sufficient knowledge. One outcome of this life history and habitat research should be 

clearer options for restoring and maintaining important habitat elements for declining 

and rare bird species in the state.  

 

Research should be done to better determine habitat relationships and SGCN 

interactions with other species (e.g., range overlap) to ensure successful management 

and conservation. Interdisciplinary planning is needed among forestry sector and forest 

community stakeholders as well as agricultural sector and grassland/savanna/barrens 

community stakeholders to develop design objectives for diverse landscapes that 

consider a range of development and conservation opportunities and objectives. 
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3.2.5 Issues and Conservation Actions Specific to One or a Few Bird SGCN 

 

The Actions Database has many issues and actions that are species-specific or relevant 

to a particular natural community or habitat; however, the majority of the issues and 

actions affect many bird SGCNs and are captured above in the broader categories. 

While there may be conservation actions written for specific species in the Actions 

Database, in most cases they are marked as also benefitting other SGCN bird species 

or they were assessed as having relatively equal importance to other actions.  

 

3.2.6 References for Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need  

 

The following references were used in the evaluation and assessment of bird species for 

Species of Greatest Conservation Need status as well as the specific issues, challenges 

and conservation actions presented in this section.  It is impossible however, to 

document all the references used by the many people providing technical input to the 

WWAP revision.  Conversely, there are many gaps in the published literature—funding or 

people to cover all important areas of research, inventory or monitoring is always 

limited.  Some information about rare species locations is confidential4 or comes to us 

through informal technical reports or memos. For these various reasons, we also relied 

significantly on expert and professional observations and unpublished data. 
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Aronson, M.F.J., et al. 2014. A global analysis of the impacts of urbanization on bird and 
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4 Information related to the Natural Heritage Inventory database, which shows the name and/or specific 

location of rare species is confidential, but may be shared through agreements or permissions with the 

WDNR-NHI program.  Information at a county level or higher is publicly available. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/nhi/ (Search Terms: Wisconsin Natural Heritage Inventory) 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/nhi/


Wisconsin Wildlife Action Plan 

3.2 Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need     

  

Page 3-42 2015-2025 | WWAP 

 

 

Grear, J.S., et al. 2009. Population Growth and Demography of Common Loons in 

the Northern United States. Journal of Wildlife Management. 73(7): 1108-1115. 

 

Grveles, K.M., S.W. Matteson, S. Eichhorst, and K. Kreitinger. 2011. Protecting Bird 

Migration Stopover Habitat in the Western Great Lakes. Final Report. Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources, Madison, WI. 

 

Hanowski, J.  2002.  Habitats and landscapes used by breeding Golden-winged 

Warblers in Western Great Lakes forests. The Loon 74:127-133. 

 

Martin, K., S. Lutz and M. Worland. 2004. 2002 - 2004 Final Report to the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service on the Golden-winged Warbler Project in Northern Wisconsin. 14 

pp. 

 

Matteson, S.W. 1993. Wisconsin Caspian Tern Recovery Plan. Wis. Endang. Resour. Rep., 

WDNR, Madison. 28 pp. 

 

Matteson, S.W. 1988. Wisconsin Common Tern Recovery Plan. Wis. Endang. Resour. Rep. 

41, WDNR, Madison. 74 pp.  

 

Matteson, S.W., T. Andryk, and J. Wetzel. Wisconsin Trumpeter Swan Recovery Plan. 

1986. Wis. Endang. Resour. Rep. 25. 40 pp.  

 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and U.S. 

Forest Service, Unpublished. Kirtland’s Warbler Breeding Range Conservation 

Plan. Kirtland’s Warbler Recovery and Conservation Team. 

 

Midwest Landbird Migration Monitoring Network  2015. Midwest Landbird Migration 

Monitoring Network Strategic Action Plan: 2015-2019. Midwest Landbird Migration 

Monitoring Network. 

 

Mossman, M.J. 1988. Wisconsin Forster's Tern recovery plan. Bureau of Endangered 

Resources Report 41, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 103 pp. 

 

Mueller, W.P. 2014. Monitoring and Mapping Avian Resources in the Nearshore and 

Open Waters of Lakes Erie, Huron, Michigan, and St. Clair – Phase 1: Semannual 

Report. Western Great Lakes Bat and Bird Obsevatory. 

 

NatureServe. 2015. NatureServe Explorer: An online encyclopedia of life [web 

application]. Version 4.2. NatureServe, Arlington, Virginia. URL: 

http://www.natureserve.org/explorer.htm. 

 

Raftovich, R.V., S. Chandler, and K.A. Wilkins. 2014. Migratory bird hunting activity and 

harvest during the 2012-13 and 2013-14 hunting seasons U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, Laurel, MD. 

 



Wisconsin Wildlife Action Plan 

 

WWAP | 2015-2025 Page 3-43 

 

3.2 Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

Rodewald, P. (Editor). 2015. The Birds of North America 

Online: http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/BNA/. Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, 

Ithaca, NY. 

 

Roth, A.M. 2001. Impact of forest succession on shrubland-dependent birds in aspen 

forests managed with traditional and alternative clear-cutting systems in northern 

Wisconsin. M.S. thesis. University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin. 118 pp. 

 

Sample, David W., and Michael J. Mossman. 1997.  Managing habitat for grassland 

birds - a guide for Wisconsin.  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 

Madison, WI, PUBL-SS-925-97. 154 pp. 

 

Sauer, J. R., J. E. Hines, J. E. Fallon, K. L. Pardieck, D. J. Ziolkowski, Jr., and W. A. Link. 2014. 

The North American Breeding Bird Survey, Results and Analysis 1966 - 2013. 

Version 01.30.2015 USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, Laurel, MD. 

 

Shuford, W.D. 1999. Status assessment and conservation plan for the Black Tern 

(Chlidonias niger surinamensis) in North America. U. 

 

Herner-Thogmartin, J. H., S.C. Stanton, and W.E. Thogmartin. 2013. Risk of Extinction for 

Wisconsin Birds. U.S. Geological Survey, La Crosse, WI. 

 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 2015. Species Guidance Documents for 

Wisconsin’s Rare Birds. Online: 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/EndangeredResources/Animals.asp?mode=list&Grp=7, 

Madison, WI. 

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2003. Recovery Plan for the Great Lakes Piping Plover, 

Charadrius melodus,. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Fort Snelling, MN. 

 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 2004. Wisconsin Greater Prairie-Chicken 

Management Plan 2004-2014. Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 

Madison, WI.  

 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 2011. Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse: A 

Comprehensive Management and Conservation Strategy. Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources, Madison, WI.  

 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Unpublished. Implementation of the 

Wisconsin Stopover Initiative: 2016-2020. Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources, Madison, WI. 

 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Unpublished. Wisconsin Kirtland’s Warbler 

Conservation Plan, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Madison, WI 

 

Wisconsin Society for Ornithology. 2005. Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas. URL: 

http://www.uwgb.edu/birds/wbba/. 

 

http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/BNA/
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/EndangeredResources/Animals.asp?mode=list&Grp=7


Wisconsin Wildlife Action Plan 

3.2 Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need     

  

Page 3-44 2015-2025 | WWAP 

 

 

Woodford, J.E. 2004.  Management Guidelines for Northern Goshawks.  Unpublished 

draft document.  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Madison, WI. 

 

Zimpfer, N.L, W.E. Rhodes, E.D. Silverman, G.S. Zimmerman, and K.D. Richkus. 2014. 

Trends in Duck Breeding Populations, 1955–2014. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Laurel, MD.  

 

  



Wisconsin Wildlife Action Plan 

 

WWAP | 2015-2025 Page 3-45 

 

3.2 Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

Figure 3.2.1 Sum of All Bird SGCN-Natural Community Association Scores for  

those Associations Marked as Moderate (2) or High (3) for Each Community Type 
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Figure 3.2.1 (continued) Sum of All Bird SGCN-Natural Community Association Scores for 

those Associations Estimated to be Moderate (2) or High (3) for Each Community Type 

 
*Figure 3.2.1 takes all bird SGCN with an association of moderate (score = 2) and high (score = 3) for a 

given community type and then sums all the “2’s” and “3’s”.  Each bar in the graph represents that sum for 

the stated natural community.  If bird SGCN have only a low or no association with a community type, the 

community is not listed. 
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3.2 Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

Figure 3.2.2 Sum of All Bird SGCN-Ecological Landscape Association Scores for those 

Associations Estimated to be Moderate (2) or High (3) for Each Landscape 

 

 
 
*Figure 3.2.2 takes all bird SGCN with an association of moderate and high for a given ecological landscape 

and then sums all the 2’s” and “3’s”.  Each bar in the graph represents that sum for the stated landscape.  If 

bird SGCN have only a low or no association with a landscape, it is not listed.  Higher scores indicate higher 

overall association of bird SGCN with that ecological landscape. 
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Table 3.2.1 Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need  

 

Common Name 

 

WI Status  

THR/END 

 

Federal 

Status 

LT/LE 

Natural 

Heritage 

Inventory 

Global Rank 

Natural 

Heritage 

Inventory 

State Rank 

New 

SGCN 

for 

WWAP2 

Northern Goshawk 

 

 G5 S2B,S2N   

Henslow's Sparrow THR  G4 S2S3B   

Le Conte's Sparrow   G4 S2S3B   

Nelson's Sparrow   G5 S1B   

Grasshopper Sparrow   G5 S2S3B   

American Black Duck   G5 S2S3B   

Eastern whip-poor-will   G5 S2B   

Great Egret THR  G5 S2B   

Short-eared Owl   G5 S1B, S3N   

Long-eared Owl   G5 S2B Y 

Upland Sandpiper THR  G5 S2B   

American Bittern   G4 S2S3B   

Common Goldeneye   G5 S2B, S5N Y 

Red-shouldered Hawk THR  G5 S3S4B,S1N   

Red Knot 

 

LT G4 S1N Y 

Wilson's Warbler    G5 SUB, S4N   

Swainson's Thrush    G5 S2B Y 

Piping Plover END LE G3 S1B   

Black Tern END  G4 S2B   

Lark Sparrow    G5 S2S3B   

Common Nighthawk    G5 S2S3B Y 

Evening Grosbeak    G5 S2B, S2N Y 

Northern Bobwhite    G5 S1B   

Olive-sided Flycatcher    G4 S2B   

Yellow Rail THR  G4 S1B   

Bobolink    G5 S2S3B   

Least Flycatcher    G5 S3B   

Acadian Flycatcher THR  G5 S3B   

Rusty Blackbird    G4 S2N   

Brewer's Blackbird    G5 S2S3B Y 

Spruce Grouse THR  G5 S1S2B   

Peregrine Falcon END  G4 S1S2B   

Kentucky Warbler THR  G5 S1S2B   

Whooping Crane    G1 SXB   

Worm-eating Warbler END  G5 S1B   

Black-necked Stilt    G5 S1B Y 
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Caspian Tern END  G5 S1B, S2N   

Yellow-breasted Chat    G5 S2B Y 

Least Bittern    G5 S2S3B Y 

Loggerhead Shrike END  G4 S1B   

White-winged Crossbill    G5 SUB, S2N   

Red-headed Woodpecker    G5 S3B   

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron THR  G5 S1B   

Black-crowned Night-Heron    G5 S2B Y 

Connecticut Warbler    G4 S2B   

Gray Jay    G5 S2S3B Y 

Wilson's Phalarope    G5 S1B   

Black-backed Woodpecker    G5 S1S3B   

Red-necked Grebe END  G5 S1B   

Boreal Chickadee    G5 S2S3B   

Vesper Sparrow    G5 S2S3B   

Purple Martin    G5 S2S3B Y 

Prothonotary Warbler    G5 S2B   

King Rail    G4 S1B   

Ruby-crowned Kinglet    G5 S2S3B Y 

Cerulean Warbler THR  G4 S2S3B   

Hooded Warbler THR  G5 S2S3B   

Yellow-throated Warbler END  G5 S1B   

Kirtland's Warbler END  LE G3G4 S1B   

American Woodcock   G5 S2S3B  

Dickcissel    G5 S3B   

Forster's Tern END  G5 S1B   

Common Tern END  G5 S1B,S2N   

Eastern Meadowlark    G5 S2S3B   

Western Meadowlark    G5 S2B   

Greater Prairie-Chicken THR  G4 S1B   

Sharp-tailed Grouse    G5 S1B   

Golden-winged Warbler    G4 S3B   

Bell's Vireo THR  G5 S2B   

Yellow-headed Blackbird    G5 S1S2B Y 

 
     *For rank definitions see Tables 2.9 and 2.10 in Section 2. 
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 Table 3.2.2 Bird SINS and Other Bird Species that were Assessed, but are not SGCN 

 

Common Name 

Natural Heritage 

Inventory Global 

Rank 

Natural 

Heritage 

Inventory State 

Rank 

 

 

Result 

 

SGCN in 

WWAP 1 but 

not in WWAP 

2  

Blue-winged Teal G5 S3S4B NotSGCN Y 

Redhead G5 S3B, S4N NotSGCN Y 

Canada Warbler G5 S3B NotSGCN  

Northern Harrier G5 S3B,S2N NotSGCN Y 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo G5 S3B NotSGCN Y 

Louisiana Waterthrush G5 S3B NotSGCN  

Black-throated Blue 

Warbler 

G5 S3B NotSGCN Y 

Field Sparrow G5 S3B NotSGCN  

Sharp-shinned Hawk G5 S3B NotSGCN  

Northern Shoveler G5 S3B, S4N NotSGCN  

Gadwall G5 S3B, S3N NotSGCN  

Magnolia Warbler G5 S3S4B NotSGCN  

Palm Warbler G5 S3B NotSGCN  

Yellow-bellied 

Flycatcher 

G5 S3S4B NotSGCN  

Merlin G5 S3B,S2N NotSGCN  

American Kestrel G5 S3B NotSGCN  

American Coot G5 S3S4B NotSGCN  

Common Gallinule G5 S3B NotSGCN  

Common Loon G5 S3B NotSGCN  

Orchard Oriole G5 S3S4B NotSGCN  

Dark-eyed Junco G5 S3B, S5N NotSGCN  

Lincoln's Sparrow G5 S3B NotSGCN  

Red-breasted 

Merganser 

G5 S3B, S4N NotSGCN  

Ruddy Duck G5 S3B, S4N NotSGCN  

Savannah Sparrow G5 S3B NotSGCN  

Golden-crowned 

Kinglet 

G5 S3B NotSGCN  

Bank Swallow G5 S3B NotSGCN  

Cape May Warbler G5 S3B NotSGCN  

Pine Siskin G5 S3B NotSGCN  

Blue-winged Warbler G5 S4B NotSGCN Y 

Wood Thrush G5 S4B NotSGCN Y 

Willow Flycatcher G5 S4B NotSGCN Y 

Whimbrel G5 SNA NotSGCN Y 
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Veery G5 S4B NotSGCN Y 

Trumpeter Swan G4 S4B NotSGCN Y 

Solitary Sandpiper G5 S4N NotSGCN Y 

Snowy Egret G5 SNA NotSGCN Y 

Short-billed Dowitcher G5 S4N NotSGCN Y 

Osprey G5 S4B NotSGCN Y 

Marbled Godwit G5 SNA NotSGCN Y 

Lesser Scaup G5 S4N NotSGCN Y 

Hudsonian Godwit G5 SNA NotSGCN Y 

Horned Grebe G5 S4N NotSGCN Y 

Dunlin G5 S4N NotSGCN Y 

Canvasback G5 S4N NotSGCN Y 

American Golden 

Plover G5 S3N 

NotSGCN Y 

Bald Eagle G5 S4B, S4N NotSGCN Y 

Barn Owl G5 SNA NotSGCN Y 

Black-billed Cuckoo G5 S4B NotSGCN Y 

Brown Thrasher G5 S4B NotSGCN Y 

Buff-breasted 

Sandpiper G4 S3N 

NotSGCN Y 

Wilson's Warbler G5 SUB, S4N RankingSINS  

Red Crossbill G5 SUB, S2N RankingSINS  

Philadelphia Vireo G5 SUB, S2N RankingSINS  

     *For rank definitions see Tables 2.9 and 2.10 in Section 2.  
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Table 3.2.3 Bird SGCN – Natural Community Association Scores for the Northern Forest Community Group H = High 

Association; M = Moderate Association; L = Low Association; Blank = No Association   
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Acadian 

Flycatcher         L     L                 L         

American 

Bittern                                           

American 

Black Duck                                           

American 

Woodcock H L L L M L M L M H L M H M M L M H L L L 

Bell's Vireo                                           

Black Tern                                           

Black-backed 

Woodpecker L H M L   L L M M M L L L   L L L L H L H 

Black-crowned 

Night-Heron                                           

Black-necked 

Stilt                                           

Bobolink                                           

Boreal 

Chickadee   H L                             L H L M 

Brewer's                                           
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Blackbird 

Caspian Tern                                           

Cerulean 

Warbler                               L L         

Common 

Goldeneye                                     L L   

Common 

Nighthawk                   L                       

Common Tern                                           

Connecticut 

Warbler   H L L       M L L L L L               L 

Dickcissel                                           

Eastern 

Meadowlark                                           

Eastern whip-

poor-will L     L       M M M M M M   L     L       

Evening 

Grosbeak     H   L     H M L H M L   M H H L M M   

Forster's Tern                                           

Golden-

winged 

Warbler M L L L         L M L L M M L L L M M L M 

Grasshopper                                           
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Sparrow 

Gray Jay   H M L                             H M M 

Great Egret                                           
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Prairie-Chicken                                           

Henslow's 

Sparrow                                           

Hooded 

Warbler       L               L                   

Kentucky 

Warbler                                           

King Rail                                           
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Warbler       M         L H     L                 

Lark Sparrow                                           

Le Conte's 

Sparrow                                           

Least Bittern                                           
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Loggerhead 

Shrike                                           
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Nelson's 

Sparrow                                           
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Purple Martin                                     L     
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Red-headed 
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Upland 

Sandpiper                                           

Vesper 

Sparrow                                           

Western 

Meadowlark                                           

Whooping 

Crane                                           

Wilson's 

Phalarope                                           

Worm-eating 

Warbler                                           

Yellow Rail                                           
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Table 3.2.4 Bird SGCN – Natural Community Association Scores for the Southern Forest 

Community Group H = High Association; M = Moderate Association; L = Low Association; 

Blank = No Association.   
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American Bittern   L                 

American Black Duck                     

American Woodcock L M   L L M L L L 

Bell's Vireo                     

Black Tern                     

Black-backed 

Woodpecker                     

Black-crowned Night-

Heron   L         L       

Black-necked Stilt                     

Bobolink                     

Boreal Chickadee                     

Brewer's Blackbird L L                 

Caspian Tern                     

Cerulean Warbler   M L L L H   M     

Common Goldeneye   M                 

Common Nighthawk                     

Common Tern                     

Connecticut Warbler                     

Dickcissel                     

Eastern Meadowlark                     

Eastern whip-poor-will H L L H M M   L     

Evening Grosbeak                     

Forster's Tern                     

Golden-winged Warbler L               L M 

Grasshopper Sparrow                     

Gray Jay                     

Great Egret   H                 

Greater Prairie-Chicken                     

Henslow's Sparrow                     

Hooded Warbler L       H H   H     
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Kentucky Warbler   H       M   H     

King Rail                     
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Lark Sparrow                     
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Least Bittern                     

Least Flycatcher L M L   L L L L   L 

Loggerhead Shrike                     

Long-eared Owl M L   M M M L M L M 

Nelson's Sparrow                     

Northern Bobwhite                     

Northern Goshawk                   M 

Olive-sided Flycatcher                     

Peregrine Falcon                     

Piping Plover                     

Prothonotary Warbler   H                 

Purple Martin                     

Red Knot                     

Red-headed Woodpecker M M   L M H         
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Red-shouldered Hawk   H       L L L   L 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet                     

Rusty Blackbird   H         H   M L 

Sharp-tailed Grouse                     

Short-eared Owl                     

Spruce Grouse                     

Swainson's Thrush                     

Upland Sandpiper                     

Vesper Sparrow                     

Western Meadowlark                     

Whooping Crane                     

Wilson's Phalarope                     

Worm-eating Warbler       M M H   L     

Yellow Rail                     
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Yellow-breasted Chat           L   L L   

Yellow-crowned Night-

Heron   H         M       

Yellow-headed Blackbird                     

Yellow-throated Warbler   M   H             
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3.2 Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

Table 3.2.5 Bird SGCN – Natural Community Association Scores for the Savanna 

Community Group H = High Association; M = Moderate Association; L = Low Association; 

Blank = No Association   
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Acadian Flycatcher       

American Bittern       

American Black Duck       

American Woodcock  L L 

Bell's Vireo   L   

Black Tern       

Black-backed Woodpecker       

Black-crowned Night-Heron       

Black-necked Stilt       

Bobolink   L   

Boreal Chickadee       

Brewer's Blackbird   L   

Caspian Tern       

Cerulean Warbler     M 

Common Goldeneye       

Common Nighthawk   M   

Common Tern       

Connecticut Warbler       

Dickcissel   L   

Eastern Meadowlark   M   

Eastern whip-poor-will   M M 

Evening Grosbeak       

Forster's Tern       

Golden-winged Warbler       

Grasshopper Sparrow L L   

Gray Jay       

Great Egret       

Greater Prairie-Chicken   M   

Henslow's Sparrow   M   

Hooded Warbler     L 

Kentucky Warbler       

King Rail       

Kirtland's Warbler       
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Lark Sparrow H     

Le Conte's Sparrow       

Least Bittern       

Least Flycatcher     L 

Loggerhead Shrike   L   

Long-eared Owl   M M 

Nelson's Sparrow       

Northern Bobwhite   M L 

Northern Goshawk       

Olive-sided Flycatcher       

Peregrine Falcon       

Piping Plover       

Prothonotary Warbler       

Purple Martin       

Red Knot       

Red-headed Woodpecker   H H 

Red-necked Grebe       

Red-shouldered Hawk       

Ruby-crowned Kinglet       

Rusty Blackbird       

Sharp-tailed Grouse   M   

Short-eared Owl       

Spruce Grouse       

Swainson's Thrush       

Upland Sandpiper       

Vesper Sparrow   M   

Western Meadowlark       

Whooping Crane       

Wilson's Phalarope       

Worm-eating Warbler     M 

Yellow Rail       

Yellow-breasted Chat       

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron       

Yellow-headed Blackbird       

Yellow-throated Warbler       
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3.2 Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

Table 3.2.6 Bird SGCN – Natural Community Association Scores for the Barrens 

Community Group H = High Association; M = Moderate Association; L = Low Association; 

Blank = No Association   
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Acadian Flycatcher         

American Bittern         

American Black Duck         

American Woodcock  L L  

Bell's Vireo       M 

Black Tern         

Black-backed 

Woodpecker     L   

Black-crowned Night-

Heron         

Black-necked Stilt         

Bobolink         

Boreal Chickadee         

Brewer's Blackbird L M   M 

Caspian Tern         

Cerulean Warbler         

Common Goldeneye         

Common Nighthawk M H H H 

Common Tern         

Connecticut Warbler         

Dickcissel   L     

Eastern Meadowlark       M 

Eastern whip-poor-will M H H M 

Evening Grosbeak         

Forster's Tern         

Golden-winged Warbler     L   

Grasshopper Sparrow   M L H 

Gray Jay         

Great Egret         

Greater Prairie-Chicken       L 

Henslow's Sparrow         

Hooded Warbler         

Kentucky Warbler         

King Rail         

Kirtland's Warbler     H   
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Lark Sparrow   H M H 

Le Conte's Sparrow         

Least Bittern         

Least Flycatcher         

Loggerhead Shrike   M   L 

Long-eared Owl   L M L 

Nelson's Sparrow         

Northern Bobwhite         

Northern Goshawk         

Olive-sided Flycatcher   L L   

Peregrine Falcon         

Piping Plover         

Prothonotary Warbler         

Purple Martin         

Red Knot         

Red-headed Woodpecker   M M   

Red-necked Grebe         

Red-shouldered Hawk         

Ruby-crowned Kinglet         

Rusty Blackbird         

Sharp-tailed Grouse   H H   

Short-eared Owl       L 

Spruce Grouse     M   

Swainson's Thrush         

Upland Sandpiper   M M   

Vesper Sparrow   H H H 

Western Meadowlark   M L M 

Whooping Crane         

Wilson's Phalarope         

Worm-eating Warbler         

Yellow Rail         

Yellow-breasted Chat   L     

Yellow-crowned Night-

Heron         

Yellow-headed Blackbird         

Yellow-throated Warbler         



Wisconsin Wildlife Action Plan 

 

WWAP | 2015-2025 Page 3-65 

 

3.2 Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

Table 3.2.7 Bird SGCN – Natural Community Association Scores for the Grassland 

Community Group H = High Association; M = Moderate Association; L = Low Association; 

Blank = No Association   

 

Common Name 

B
ra

c
k

e
n

 G
ra

ss
la

n
d

 

D
ry

 P
ra

ir
ie

 

D
ry

-m
e

si
c

 P
ra

ir
ie

 

M
e

si
c

 P
ra

ir
ie

 

S
a

n
d

 P
ra

ir
ie

 

S
u

rr
o

g
a

te
 G

ra
ss

la
n

d
s 

W
e

t 
P

ra
ir

ie
 

W
e

t-
m

e
si

c
 P

ra
ir

ie
 

Acadian Flycatcher                 

American Bittern           L M   

American Black Duck                 

American Woodcock L     M M L 

Bell's Vireo   M M L M M M M 

Black Tern                 

Black-backed 

Woodpecker                 

Black-crowned Night-

Heron                 

Black-necked Stilt             M L 

Bobolink L   H H   H H H 

Boreal Chickadee                 

Brewer's Blackbird L M M M L H M M 

Caspian Tern                 

Cerulean Warbler                 

Common Goldeneye                 

Common Nighthawk M M M M H M L L 

Common Tern                 

Connecticut Warbler                 

Dickcissel   L H H   H   L 

Eastern Meadowlark   M H H M H L M 

Eastern whip-poor-will         M       

Evening Grosbeak                 

Forster's Tern                 

Golden-winged Warbler                 

Grasshopper Sparrow M H H L H H     

Gray Jay                 

Great Egret                 

Greater Prairie-Chicken   M H H L H M H 

Henslow's Sparrow     H H   H M M 

Hooded Warbler                 
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Kentucky Warbler                 

King Rail                 

Kirtland's Warbler                 

Lark Sparrow   M     H       

Le Conte's Sparrow           H M M 

Least Bittern                 

Least Flycatcher                 

Loggerhead Shrike   M M L M H   L 

Long-eared Owl L M M M L L M M 

Nelson's Sparrow                 

Northern Bobwhite   M M M L H   M 

Northern Goshawk                 

Olive-sided Flycatcher                 

Peregrine Falcon                 

Piping Plover                 

Prothonotary Warbler                 

Purple Martin           M M L 

Red Knot                 

Red-headed Woodpecker           L     

Red-necked Grebe                 

Red-shouldered Hawk                 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet                 

Rusty Blackbird                 

Sharp-tailed Grouse M M M L   M L L 

Short-eared Owl L M M H L H M H 

Spruce Grouse                 

Swainson's Thrush                 

Upland Sandpiper H H H M M H M M 

Vesper Sparrow H H M   H L     

Western Meadowlark M M H L M H L   

Whooping Crane                 

Wilson's Phalarope                 

Worm-eating Warbler                 

Yellow Rail                 
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3.2 Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need 
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Yellow-breasted Chat     L L   M L M 

Yellow-crowned Night-

Heron                 

Yellow-headed Blackbird                 

Yellow-throated Warbler                 
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Table 3.2.8 Bird SGCN – Natural Community Association Scores for the Wetland Community Group H = High Association;  

M = Moderate Association; L = Low Association; Blank = No Association 
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Woodcock H L  M     L   L  L L L    H L   
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backed 
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Nighthawk                       M   M             M     

Common 

Tern             M     M                       L   

Connecticut 

Warbler     L                   L   L                 
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3.2 Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need 
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Vesper                                               
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Yellow-

headed 

Blackbird             H M   H                           
Yellow-
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3.2 Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

Table 3.2.9 Bird SGCN – Natural Community Association Scores for the Miscellaneous Community Group H =High 

Association; M = Moderate Association; L = Low Association; Blank = No Association.   
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Acadian Flycatcher                                 

American Bittern                           L     

American Black Duck                                 

American Woodcock            L    M 

Bell's Vireo                               L 

Black Tern                                 

Black-backed 

Woodpecker                                 

Black-crowned Night-

Heron                           L     

Black-necked Stilt                           L     

Bobolink                                 

Boreal Chickadee                                 

Brewer's Blackbird                                 

Caspian Tern                   H             

Cerulean Warbler                                 

Common Goldeneye                                 

Common Nighthawk   L M                   H     M 

Common Tern                   H             

Connecticut Warbler                                 

Dickcissel                                 
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Eastern Meadowlark                               L 

Eastern whip-poor-will     M                         M 

Evening Grosbeak                                 

Forster's Tern                                 

Golden-winged Warbler                                 

Grasshopper Sparrow                                 

Gray Jay                                 

Great Egret                           L     

Greater Prairie-Chicken                                 

Henslow's Sparrow                                 

Hooded Warbler                                 

Kentucky Warbler                                 

King Rail                           L     

Kirtland's Warbler                                 

Lark Sparrow                               L 

Le Conte's Sparrow                                 

Least Bittern                           L     

Least Flycatcher                       M         

Loggerhead Shrike                               L 

Long-eared Owl                               L 

Nelson's Sparrow                                 

Northern Bobwhite                               L 

Northern Goshawk                                 
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Olive-sided Flycatcher                       M         

Peregrine Falcon             H     L       L     

Piping Plover                   H H     L     

Prothonotary Warbler                                 

Purple Martin                   L             

Red Knot                   H       L     

Red-headed Woodpecker     L                         L 

Red-necked Grebe                                 

Red-shouldered Hawk                       L         

Ruby-crowned Kinglet                                 

Rusty Blackbird                       M   M     

Sharp-tailed Grouse                                 

Short-eared Owl                                 

Spruce Grouse         M                 L     

Swainson's Thrush                                 

Upland Sandpiper                           L     

Vesper Sparrow                               L 

Western Meadowlark                               L 

Whooping Crane                           L     

Wilson's Phalarope                                 

Worm-eating Warbler                                 

Yellow Rail                           L     

Yellow-breasted Chat                               L 
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Yellow-crowned Night-

Heron                           L     

Yellow-headed Blackbird                                 

Yellow-throated Warbler                                 
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3.2 Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

Table 3.2.10 Bird SGCN – Natural Community Association Scores for the Aquatic Community Group H = High Association; 

M = Moderate Association; L = Low Association; Blank = No Association.   
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Acadian Flycatcher                                               

American Bittern                                               

American Black Duck                                           L L 

American Woodcock                    L L   

Bell's Vireo                                               

Black Tern     L   M M M M M M M M M M M M M M M         

Black-backed 

Woodpecker                                               

Black-crowned Night-

Heron                           L               M L 

Black-necked Stilt                           L                   

Bobolink                                               

Boreal Chickadee                                               

Brewer's Blackbird                                               

Caspian Tern     H H                 L                     

Cerulean Warbler                                               

Common Goldeneye     M M M M M M M M M M L L M M M L           

Common Nighthawk                                           L L 

Common Tern     H H L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L         
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Connecticut Warbler                                               

Dickcissel                                               

Eastern Meadowlark                                               

Eastern whip-poor-will                                               

Evening Grosbeak                                               

Forster's Tern     L L L L L L L L L L M L L L L L L         

Golden-winged 

Warbler                                               

Grasshopper Sparrow                                               

Gray Jay                                               

Great Egret     L                   L M               M   

Greater Prairie-Chicken                                               

Henslow's Sparrow                                               

Hooded Warbler                                               

Kentucky Warbler                                               

King Rail                                               

Kirtland's Warbler                                               

Lark Sparrow                                               

Le Conte's Sparrow                                               

Least Bittern                         L                     

Least Flycatcher                                               
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Loggerhead Shrike                                               

Long-eared Owl                                               

Nelson's Sparrow                                               

Northern Bobwhite                                               

Northern Goshawk                                               

Olive-sided Flycatcher                                               

Peregrine Falcon     L                                     L   

Piping Plover                                               

Prothonotary Warbler                                               

Purple Martin     L   M M M M M M M M L L     L         L   

Red Knot                                               

Red-headed 

Woodpecker                                               

Red-necked Grebe                             L   L L           

Red-shouldered Hawk                           M               L   

Ruby-crowned Kinglet                                               

Rusty Blackbird                                               

Sharp-tailed Grouse                                               

Short-eared Owl                                               

Spruce Grouse                                               

Swainson's Thrush                                               
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Upland Sandpiper                                               

Vesper Sparrow                                               

Western Meadowlark                                               

Whooping Crane                                               

Wilson's Phalarope                                               

Worm-eating Warbler                                               

Yellow Rail                                               

Yellow-breasted Chat                                               

Yellow-crowned Night-

Heron                         L H               M L 

Yellow-headed 

Blackbird                                               

Yellow-throated 

Warbler                                               
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Table 3.2.11 Bird SGCN – Ecological Landscape Association Scores  

H = High Association; M = Moderate Association; L = Low Association; Blank = No Association  
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Northern Goshawk   L M M H M H H L M       L     10 

Henslow's Sparrow M H H M L L L M     H H H   H H 13 

Le Conte's Sparrow   M M M         H H       H L M 8 

Nelson's Sparrow             M   L H             3 

Grasshopper Sparrow M H H M L H L M L M H M H L H H 16 

American Black Duck         L   L L   L L     L     6 

Eastern whip-poor-will M H H H H H H H L H M   L L H L 15 

Great Egret H             H             H M 4 

Short-eared Owl M M H L             H M H   M M 9 

Long-eared Owl L L   L M   H   L L L   L M     10 

Upland Sandpiper H M H M L M L H   H M L H H M M 15 

American Bittern M H H H H M M M H H H M   H L M 15 

Common Goldeneye         M L L H   L   L         6 

Red-shouldered Hawk L H H H H M L H L M M L L L H L 16 

Red Knot M L L L L L L M L L M M L M L L 16 

Swainson's Thrush       L H   H   L L       H     6 

Piping Plover M             M       M   H     4 

Black Tern H H H H M L H H M H H H   H M M 15 

Lark Sparrow   M M     M         M       H   5 

Common Nighthawk L M H L L H M L L H M M M L M L 16 
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Evening Grosbeak       M H L H L L         M     7 

Northern Bobwhite   H L               M   H   H   5 

Olive-sided Flycatcher     L L H L H H H M       M     9 

Yellow Rail   M M M     M M   H       M     7 

Bobolink H H H H M H L H M H H H H H H H 16 

Least Flycatcher H H H H H H H H H H H L L H H H 16 

Acadian Flycatcher M L L L             M L L   H L 9 

Rusty Blackbird M M M M M M M M M M H M M M H M 16 

Brewer's Blackbird L M M H H L M L H M L     H L L 14 

Spruce Grouse         H L H   L L             5 

Peregrine Falcon H             H       H   H H   5 

Kentucky Warbler                         L   H   2 

Whooping Crane   H H               H       M L 5 

Worm-eating Warbler                     L   L   H   3 

Black-necked Stilt L L                 L           3 

Caspian Tern M             H       L   L     4 

Yellow-breasted Chat L L L   L         L H L H   M   9 

Least Bittern M M M L L   L L L M H M   L L L 14 

Loggerhead Shrike M L L L L L   M   L M L M L L H 14 

Red-headed Woodpecker H M M H L H L H   H H M M L M H 15 

Yellow-crowned Night-

Heron M                   M M     M   4 

Black-crowned Night- H M L L       H     H M     L   8 
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Heron 

Connecticut Warbler     M   M   H   H H       L     6 

Gray Jay         H   H   M L       L     5 

Wilson's Phalarope M   M             M M           4 

Black-backed 

Woodpecker     L L H L H   H H       M     8 

Red-necked Grebe     M             M H         M 4 

Boreal Chickadee         H L H   M L             5 

Vesper Sparrow H H H H L H H H L H H H H L H H 16 

Purple Martin H M L L L   L H L M H H L L L M 15 

Prothonotary Warbler H L H               H       H H 6 

King Rail M   M               H M     M M 6 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet       L H   H   L L       M     6 

Cerulean Warbler H H M M M           H   L   H M 9 

Hooded Warbler M     M             H       H L 5 

Yellow-throated Warbler                     L       M   2 

Kirtland's Warbler     L     L L     L             4 

American Woodcock H H H H H H H H H H H M L H H M 16 

Dickcissel H H H M L L   M   L H H H L H H 14 

Forster's Tern H H           H     H H     L   6 

Common Tern H             H     H     H     4 

Eastern Meadowlark H H H H L L L H L M H H H H H H 16 

Western Meadowlark M H H M L L L M L L H L H L H H 16 
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Greater Prairie-Chicken   L H H                         3 

Sharp-tailed Grouse     M   M M       H       M     5 

Golden-winged Warbler M M H H H H H M H H M     H L L 14 

Bell's Vireo                     M M H   M L 5 

Yellow-headed Blackbird M M L L L     M L L H M   L L M 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


