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2012-2013 Yearly Summary

The 2012-2013 Showmobile Program Report was compiled from
crash, regstration and arrest data collected during Fiscal Yea 2013 - duly 1,
2012 through uine 30, 2013. There were atotal of 20 fatal srowmobile
incidents, aincreaseof tenfrom the previous snrowmobile season. A series of
freezing and thawing events early in the winter created unstable ice conditions ang

may have contributed to the five drowning's this season, which was high than usugl.

In 2006,the nighttime, 55 mph speeal limit wasimplemented asan addtional
safety measure supported by the Association of Wisconsin Showmabile Clubsand
the Governoré Showmobile Recrestion Council. Sncethisimplementation,
faalitiesrateshave deaeased.

Showmaobile reggrationstotaled 224,716, aincreasefrom last yea
which can bereflected from anumber of factors- including the temperate
weather and snow fall. Therewere 7,799%total sudents certifi ed during the 2012-
2013 season. Of those, 4,245students were certifi ed by 879active volunteer
snowmobile safety ingructorsand theremaining 3,554sudents were certifi ed
through internetcourses.

Conservation wardens arerequired to invegtigate all srowmobile
fatalities.Wisconsin law also requiresthat a conservation wardenor law
erforcement officer be notifi ed immediaely of any snrowmobile incident that
resultsin an injury requiring medica trestment by aphysician. In addtion, the
operator(s) involved in these reportable incidents mugt file awrittenreport with
the Department of Natural Resourceswithin 10 days.

Contributing Factors to Fatal Showmobil e Aca dents

b Alcohol and speal continueto bethemain contributing factorsin fetd
srmowmobile incidents during the 2012-2013 season. 65% of theincidents
were alcohol involved and 70% were Spee related.

b Fifty-five percent of fatal accideitsoccurred during the hours of darkness.

b Thenumber of operatorsarrested for operating a snowmaobile while intoxi-
cated was 52 during the 2012-2013 season.

b Thetop locationswhere fatal incidents occurred were trails40%and lake/
sreans 30%with 20% occurring onoutes / roads

b Thetop causefor thefaal incidents was collision with afixed objec (55%).
Driveninto openwater (25%) was another othertop cause.

howmobile Safety Tips

The Department recommends thefollowing tipsto help ensure safe,
enjoyable and ethical srowmobile experiencefor everyone.

b Complete a Wisconsin Showmobile Sakty Course. Thiscourse
helpsestablish asafety mindsetand providesbasicknowledge in
safe, lega and ethical operation. Vigit: http://.drr.wi.govto find a
coursenea you.

b Whencrossing roads, awaystake your safety into your own hands.
Never allow someoneto wave you aaoss. Crossonly whenyou
have determined it issafeto do so.

b Usethehighest degree of caution whiletraveling acossfrozen
waterways. Check ice conditionswith local law erforcement or bait
shops,carry or wea afloaation device, limit travel at night and if
you dond know, dond go.

b Usethebuddy sysem,neverridealone.

b Dond drink and ride. Alcohol affeds a person&reaction time and
judgment. Wait until youde done riding for the day before consum-
ing any alcoholic beverages.If not for yoursdf, doit for your family
and friends.

b Jow down. High speed operation leaveslittle room for mistakes
and greatly increasesstopping distances Many srowmobile fetali-
tiescould have beenprevented if the operatorswereonly going
dower.

b Nighttime speads above 40 m.p.h. causeoperatorsto override their
headlamps At this spedl, operators have little chance of avoiding a
hazard onceit isilluminated by their headlamps

b Whenridingin groups,alwaysmaintain a safefollowing distance
of 2-3 seconds. Increaseyour following disgancewhentraveling at
night or whenexperiencing srow dust.

b Resped private property. The mgority of the srowmobile trailsin
Wisconsinare on privae property. Showmobile clubsinvest much
timeand effort to setup agreements with landownerseach yea.
Riding outsidethe marked trailson privete property istrespassand
has caused landownersto closetheir propertiesto trails,sometimes
forever. Say within the marked trailsand dond cut corners.
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Number of Fatalities

Number of Registrations

Historical Data

History of Snowmobile Fatalities
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From 1972to 2013 we have seenan
increasing trerd in deaths while operat-
ing asmowmobile. However, sincethe
night time speed limit waseracted in
2006thetrend has shown adecreasein
accidents and continuesto dosa The
magjority of the victims were wea -

ing hemetsand had not takenaDNR
Showmobile Sakty Education Course.

* Disclamer: Numbers were updated
for previousand current yea to reflect
the active vehicle counts as of March 1st
each yea.



Historical Data

Higtory of Number of Showmobile Trail PassesSold
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History of Fatalitiesper 100,000 Visconsin Showmobile Regstrations
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In the beginning of the 19992000snow-
mobile season thelaw changed requiring
non-residential srowmobile trail passes
on all out of gate srowmobilesthat were
not registered in Wisconsin.

Over the past 12 yeasthere has beena
dightly deaeasing trend in the number
of fatalitiesper 100000registered srow-
mobiles (does not include smowmobile
pases) The 20122013 seasorsawan
increasen thisrate



Number of Intructors

Number of Students

Historical Data: Instr uctors and Sudents

History of Snowmobile Instructors

TheShowmobile Sakty Education Program
begn in 1972and up until 2011included
over 1,000 Active Showmobile Volunteer
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BNumber of Certified Snowmobile Students u Number of Students Certified in an Internet Safety Course

6

The tota number of active snowmobile
ingructors for the 2012-2013 season was
879 Thetrerd shows a deaease in active

* Disclaimer: As of 2011 the WI-DNR
Instructor database changed the counting
processto only include those instructors
who hadtaught during thelast 2 yea's and
are up to date on their recertifications.

In 1999 the law changed requiring aman-
datory srowmobile education certification
for operatorsat least 12 yeas of age and

In 2009the Internet Sakty Course became
avalable for cusomers 16 yeas and older.
In the 2012-2013 season 3,5540f the 7,799
sudentswere certified with an Internet
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Total Showmobilelnjurylncidents
Reported to Law Enforcement by
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Total Incidents= 142

Unknown County acmunts
for 22 of thetotal incidents

A report mugt befiled for any crash that
resultsin an injury requiring treatment by a
physician or afatal incident must bere-
ported as soon as possible to a Conservation
Wardenor otherlaw erforcement officer.
Theoperator mugt file awritten report of the
incident within 10daysto the DNR.



