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State of WisconsinDepartment of Natural ResourcesPO Box 7921, 101 S. Webster St.
Madison WI 53707-7921dnr.wi.gov
Notice:  This form is authorized by ss. 23.0955, 30.92, 281.68 and 281.69 Wis. Stats and NR 193. You must complete this form in order to apply for or receive financial assistance from the Department of Natural Resources under ss. 23.096, 30.92, 281.68, 281.69, 281.70 and 281.72, Wis. Stats. Failure to complete this form may result in denial of financial assistance. Personally, identifiable information will be used to administer the grant and will not be used for other purposes. However, copies are available under Wisconsin's Public Records law [ss. 19.31 - 19.39] Wis. Stats.
This application is to be used to identify qualified surface water management organizations, qualified lake associations, qualified river management organizations or nonprofit conservation organizations seeking state financial assistance. Its purpose is to establish that an organization meets the qualifications established under NR193, section 30.92(1)(br), 281.68(1)(b), or 281.70 Wis. Stats. This must precede an application for state program grant funds. 
Submit a completed copy of this checklist along with a copy of the association's by-laws and articles of incorporation. The DNR will send your organization a certification letter if it qualifies.   Once you have received your certification letter, you do not need to re-submit this application with subsequent grant requests.  However, the DNR does reserve the right to request that you resubmit a grant eligibility application at any time. 
Project area (check one) 
Grant Program of Interest (Select all that apply)
1.         Is the organization incorporated under chapter 181, Wis Stats.?
Is the organization incorporated under chapter 181, Wis Stats.? Y/N
2.         Is the organization certified by the IRS as 501(c)(3) tax exempt?
Is the organization certified by the IRS as 501(c)(3) tax exempt? Y/N
3.         Is the organization membership-based?
If not a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization, are you membership-based? Y/N
         a.         Is organization membership open to an individual who, for at least one month each year, resides on or within one (1) mile of the waterbody for which the association was incorporated?
Is organization membership open to an individual who, for at least one month each year, resides on or within one (1) mile of the waterbody for which the association was incorporated? Y/N
         b.         Is organization membership open to an individual who owns real estate on or within one (1) mile of the waterbody for which the association was formed?
Is organization membership open to an individual who owns real estate on or within one (1) mile of the waterbody for which the association was formed? Y/N
Is organization membership open to an individual who owns real estate on or within one (1) mile of the waterbody for which the association was formed? Y/N
         c.         Are there any limitations on the right of any member or class of members to vote?
Are there any limitations on the right of any member or class of members to vote? Yes/No
4.         As stated in the organization’s articles of incorporation or by-laws, a substantial purpose of the organization is to
         (select all that apply):
         a.         Support the protection or improvement of one or more inland lakes for the benefit of the general public.
Support the protection or improvement of one or more inland lakes for the benefit of general public - Y/N
         b.         Support the protection or improvement of one or more rivers for the benefit of the general public.
High hazard?
         c.         Acquire land for conservation purposes.
Acquire land for conservation purposes. Y/N
5.  Is the organization a producer-led group?
         If yes, 
If not a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization, are you membership-based? Y/N
         a.         Does your organization have a least five agricultural producers, each of whom operated an eligible farm within the same or adjacent watershed project areas?   An eligible farm means a farm that produced at least $6000 in gross farm revenues during the taxable year or a total of at least $18,000 in gross farm revenues during the preceding three years.  Number of eligible producers:
         b.         Select which entity you have entered into a MOU* with:
         *Submit a copy of your current MOU with this application
         c.         Does your organization assist themselves and other agricultural producers in the watershed to voluntarily conduct nonpoint source water pollution abatement activities.
If not a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization, are you membership-based? Y/N
         d.         Is your organization incorporated under ch. 181. If not, the collaborator identified above may apply on your behalf.   Confirm eligibility of the collaborator.
If not a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization, are you membership-based? Y/N
6.         Please attach the following to your application: 
         a.         A copy of the IRS determination letter confirming organization's tax-exempt status.
         b.         A copy of the organization’s by-laws.
         c.         A copy of the organization’s articles of incorporation.
         d.         Provide a statement that demonstrates that past actions of the organization have supported the substantial purpose of the organization identified in question #4 above.
I hereby certify as the organization’s authorized representative that to the best of my knowledge the information in this application is true and correct.  
Certification
DNR Use Only
Qualifies for:
Approved by:
Approved by:
Approved by:
A qualified surface water management organization must:
A qualified surface water management organization must:
         •         Demonstrate incorporation under ch. 181. Alternatively, the organization must have an established presence in the state of Wisconsin as determined by the department.
         •         Demonstrate exemption from federal income tax under IRC s. 501 (a) of the internal revenue code. 
         •         Demonstrate its stated purpose or past actions are aligned with the purposes of NR193 and the Surface Water Grant Program. 
A qualified lake association must:
         •         Demonstrate incorporation under ch. 181. 
         •          Specify in its articles of incorporation or bylaws that a substantial purpose is to support the protection or improvement of one or more inland lakes for the benefit of the general public. 
         •          Demonstrate that the substantial purpose of its past actions was to support the protection or improvement of one or more inland lakes for the benefit of the general public. 
         •          Allow to be a member any individual who for at least one month each year resides on or within one mile of an inland lake for which the association was incorporated. 
          •         Allow to be a member any individual who owns real estate on or within one mile of an inland lake for which the association was incorporated. 
          •         Not have articles of incorporation or bylaws which limit or deny the right of any member or any class of members to vote as permitted under s. 181.0721 (1).
          •         Demonstrate its existence for at least one year. 
          •         Demonstrate it has at least 25 members. 
          •         Require payment of an annual membership fee of not less than $5 and not more than $50 (No membership fee range for Recreational Boating Facilities).
A qualified river management organization must:
         •         Demonstrate incorporation under ch. 181. Alternatively, demonstrate that it is a chapter or legal affiliate of a nationally recognized nonprofit organization registered in another state.
          •         Specify in its articles of incorporation or bylaws that a substantial purpose of its being incorporated is to support the protection or improvement of one or more rivers or riverine ecosystems for the benefit of the general public or demonstrates that the substantial purpose of its recent past actions was to support the protection or improvement of one or more rivers for the benefit of the general public.
          •         Not limit membership or deny the right of any member or any class of members to vote.
         •         Require payment of an annual membership fee of not less than $5 and not more than $50. 
A nonprofit conservation organization must:
         •         Demonstrate its stated purposes include the acquisition of property for conservation purposes and that is described in section 501 (c) (3) of the internal revenue code.
          •         Demonstrate exemption from federal income tax under section 501 (a) of the internal revenue code.
Qualifications
A qualified producer-led group must:         •         Include at least five agricultural producers, each of whom operates an eligible farm within the same watershed project area.         •         Have a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with at least one of the following:
                  o         A county land conservation department                  o         The University of Wisconsin-Division of Extension                  o         Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources                  o         A non-profit conservation organization
         •         Assist themselves and other agricultural producers in the watershed to voluntarily conduct nonpoint source water pollution abatement activities.
         •         If you answered no to Question #1 on page 1, the collaborator may apply on your behalf.   Please confirm eligibility of the collaborator. 
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