
Additional Questions Regarding the November 4, 2011 EPA Memorandum on 
Containers with P-listed Residues 

 
1. Can pill bottles, blister packs and inner wrappers with P-listed waste residues be placed in the 
same storage container as non-acute hazardous waste?  
 

Yes, but doing so may increase your generator status and require you to comply with 
additional hazardous waste requirements, such as submitting a hazardous waste annual 
report.  The department recommends blister packs and inner wrappers with P-listed waste 
residues be managed separately from non-acute hazardous waste 
 
The non-acute hazardous waste will not carry the P-listing if pharmaceutical bottles are 
capped and the inner wrappers or blister packs are sealed (placed in a baggie or separate 
bag) before they are placed in the storage container. In this case, the amount of P-listed 
waste generated is the residue in the pill bottles, inner wrappers and blister packs.   
 
The non-acute hazardous waste will carry the P-listing if open pharmaceutical bottles, 
blister packs or inner wrappers are placed in the storage container since the P-listed waste 
residue would then be allowed to mix with the non-acute hazardous waste.  In this case, 
the total amount of waste in the storage container becomes P-listed waste, which may 
result in your facility being a large quantity generator if the 2.2 lb acute waste 
generation or accumulation limit is exceeded.   

 
2. What information, if any, should be on the manifest when containers with P-listed residue are 
in the waste shipment?   
 

The appropriate P-waste codes should be listed on the manifest in Section 13, Waste 
Codes, or Section 14, Special Handling Instructions and Additional Information.  The 
quantity of P-listed waste in the shipment could also be listed in Section 14 of the 
manifest.  
 
If the monthly generation and accumulation rates for P-listed waste cannot be determined 
from the manifest records, a separate record should be maintained.   

 
3. Should the quantity of P-listed residue be included on the hazardous waste annual report?   
 

Yes. The P-listed residue is a hazardous waste generated at your facility and should be 
included on the annual report. Review the amount of P-listed hazardous waste and non-
acute hazardous waste generated and accumulated during each month to determine your 
generator status for the reporting year.  Facilities that were a small or large quantity 
generator during any month of the reporting year are required to submit an annual 
report to the department.   
 
To calculate the amount of P-listed waste generated during each month of the reporting 
year, determine the appropriate amount of residue in each type of package and then 
multiply by the number of packages dispensed. You may either determine the amount of 
residue typically remaining in the bottles, blister packs and inner wrappers generated at 
your facility, or use the conservative estimates given in EPA’s November 4, 2011 memo.  
Maintain records describing how you determined the quantity of residue generated.     


