
     WISCONSIN
DNR ATV SAFeTY 

  ACTIVITY  BOOK

PUBLEA505 - 3/2008



attend an 
atv safety 

course
always wear a helmet

atv Safety word 
search

1

Note To Parents:
ATV riding can be a very enjoyable, family 

activity.  It’s a great way to experience beautiful scenery, 
view wildlife, assist with chores and just have fun.

ATVs can also be dangerous if used irresponsibly.  Adults need to 
determine if the child is mature and responsible enough to operate an 
ATV.  It’s also important to supervise the use of ATVs when they are used.  

Take control of when, where and how the ATV is to be used.  

As a role model, be sure you’re setting a good example.  Know and follow the 
ATV regulations; learn and practice safe ATV operation skills.  Once your child 

has reached the appropriate age, complete a Wisconsin ATV Safety Course 
with them or better yet, become an instructor.  To learn how, visit: 

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/es/enforcement/safety/atved.html.

Make sure the proper safety gear is always worn, the most important 
being a helmet of proper type and fit.  Other safety hints are to never 

allow a child to operate an adult sized ATV and never allow 
operation on or near roads.

Have fun and RIDE SMART FROM THE START!

Gary D. Eddy
ATV/ Snowmobile Administrator - Bureau of Law Enforcement - 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources



Safety
helmet

shirt with 
long sleeves

gloves

sturdy 
pantsgoggles

face mask

Hidden Picture
Can you find all the 

hidden safety gear and 
supplies listed on the 

board besides what the 
rider is wearing?

work
boots

Helmet 2 gloves

Pants

goggles
2 boots flashlight

compass
water bottle

first aid kit

tool box

safety cone

Wearing all the right 
safety gear is the 

smart way to ride. It 
not only protects you 

from scrapes and 
scratches, but it 

could also protect 
your life!

Wear Helmets and 
    Appropriate Gear
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be safe: don’t use 
alcohol or drugs

under the 
influence

being under 
the influence 
of alcohol 
and drugs 
can cause 
people to 
make bad 
decisions 

when riding 
ATVs.

practicing
safe riding

Color
activity



TRAIL

Stay on the trail and 
don’t scare the animals

ATV’S  

In this trail maze, there 
are hazards such as those 
you would encounter on 
a real trail. Try to find 
your way through this 

trail maze by avoiding the 
hazards along the way, 

such as fallen trees, rocks, 
and animals. Hazards such 
as these come 

up often, 
remember to 
avoid them 
as much as 
possible.

Maze

THE END

START 4

Staying on the trail is 
important because ATVs 
can damage the areas 

that wildlife call home. 
You can also scare farm 

animals and pets that 
live nearby. You could 

also get hurt if you run 
into something you 
can't see, like a big 
rock or hole. Never 

chase animals, it's just 
plain mean. Part of 
being a responsible 

ATV rider means 
respecting wildlife.



DOWN
1 A part on the ATV that prevents 
sparks from coming out the exhaust
2 An item of safety gear that is 
required to be on for anyone under 
the age of 18.
4 An on-road path an ATV travels on.
6 Sometimes used to carry an ATV 
to the trail head.
8 Safety equipment used to 
protect your feet
9 The People you should always 
get premission to ride from5z z z 

zzzzz...........

ACROSS
3 Never carry these unless the ATV is 
designed for it.
5 This is what describes two people 
riding an ATV.
7 The part of an ATV you sit on.
10 You never want to ride by yourself.
11 The control that increases the 
engine speed
12 An off-road path an ATV travels on
13 Safety equipment used to protect 
your hand.

TRAIL

Don’t ride double!

Why is 
riding 

double so 
bad? 

Riding with 
more than one 
person on an 

atv can cause an 
accident. The 
operator has 
less control 
over the atv, 

especially when 
making turns. 

the atv can roll 
over and others 
can easily fall 

off and become 
injured. Riding 
double is only 

O.K. on atvs 
designed to 
hold two 
people.



TRAIL

When meeting 
others on the 
trail, always 
be courteous 

and treat 
others on the 

trail with 
respect. 

Having good 
manners on 

the trail helps 
keep the 

trails open 
and makes 

riding fun for 
everyone!
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Share the trails

6



How many things are wrong 
with this picture?

Rules to follow when crossing roads
1. Bring your ATV to a complete 

stop on the shoulder of the road
2. Yield the right of way to 

all oncoming traffic. 
3. look both ways. 

4. Cross at a 90-degree angle at a 
place where there are no obstructions 

and your visibility is good.
5. Laws governing ATV operation and 

highway crossings should be 
consulted before you attempt 

any road crossings.
6. General knowledge of all ATV 
laws is a must for all ATV users.

7. Remember, crossing the road, or 
illegally riding on the road is a 
major cause of serious accidents 

or fatalities of atv users.
8. Use extra caution. PRIVATE

PROPERTY

Know the rules to 
roadway use
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ATV Word Scramble
Please unscramble the words below

1.  untoaci   

2.  tilra   

3.  torocln   

4.  earcful   

5.  feasty   

6.  etlhem   

7.  esdep   

8.  awrae   

9.  goggels   

10.  rpetcse   

11.  eglvso   

12.  bstoo   

13.  boye   

14.  iinootnscd   

15.  arerpdep   

ATV Word Scramble
Please unscramble the words below
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TRAIL

Ride At An 
Appropriate 
Speed For 
Conditions

Slow down and watch 
your speed!

ATV Word Scramble

Word Bank

caution - boots - trail - careful - goggles - safety 
- conditions - prepared - control - speed  - 

helmet - obey - aware - respect - gloves

The riders on this 
trail are driving 

slowly because of the 
rocky terrain. you 
never know what 

conditions you’ll run 
into on a trail. 
-Always look 

ahead 
and be cautious 

while RIDING 
your ATV.

-Never operate 
your atv at a speed 

that is not 
reasonable for 
the conditions. 

When you drive too 
fast, you risk the 

chance of crashing 
and hurting yourself 

or someone else. 
You also give the 

impression of being a 
reckless driver. 

Your actions can 
make all atv riders 

look bad.



kEEP THE ATV QUIET

A   B  C  D   E  F  G  H   I   J   K   L   M   N    O   P   Q   R   S    T   U    V   W   X    Y   Z 

1   2  3  4   5  6   7   8  9 10 11 12 13 14  15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Secret Code:

Secret ATV CODE
Can you decode the message? Use the secret code 

on the bottom to write the correct letter above each 
number. The new letters will spell a secret message. The 

LETTER r HAS BEEN SUPPLIED TO YOU AS AN EXAMPLE.

18    9      4     9    14    7         1   14         1    20   22        3    1     14        2     5         6    21  14

19    1      6     5           1    14   4          18    9     4     5         19  13    1     18  20

2    21   20       18    5   13     5    13    2    5    18        20  15       18    9     4     5

1    12   23    1    25   19        1    19   11        25  15   21   18     16    1    18    5    14  20   19

9     6         25  15   21       3     1    14       18    9     4     5       14    5    22    5   18

18    9     4      5           1   12   15   14    5

R

R R R
R R

R

RR

R

R

tO KEEP YOUR ATV QUIET: 
- Your ATV MUST HAVE A 

WORKING MUFFLER TO PREVENT 
UNUSUAL OR LOTS OF NOISE 
LOUDER THAN 96 DECIBELS. 

- Your atv ALSO MUST HAVE A 
SPARK ARRESTER AT ALL TIMES, 

EVEN DURING THE WINTER. 
 LOUD ATVS ARE ILLEGAL AND 

HURT Wisconsin'S TRAIL 
SYSTEMs. iN Wisconsin 

 THE SOUND LIMITS ARE 
ENFORCED AND THE 

PENALTIES CAN BE SEVERE. 
 THE WORST THING ABOUT 

A LOUD ATV IS THAT IT 
CAN CAUSE TRAILS TO BE 
PERMANENTLY CLOSED TO 
ATV USE. sO KEEP YOUR 
ATV AT A REASONABLE 

LEVEL TO HELP 
PROTECT OUR TRAILS 

AND HELP KEEP A 
PLEASANT RIDING 

EXPERIENCE.

TRAIL

TRAIL

,
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Answer Key
ATV’S  

THE END

1. Riding o� the 
trail
2. On Private 
Property
3. Atv too loud
4. Riding too 
fast
5. Scaring 
Animals
6. Not wearing 
the proper 
safety gear - 
helmet, gloves, 
goggles, long 
sleeves, boots.
7. Under the 
in�uence while 
riding

How many things are wrong 
with this picture?

PRIVATE
PROPERTY

On pg 2
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ATV Word Scramble
Please unscramble the words below
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caution
trail

control
careful
safety
helmet
speed
aware

goggles
respect
gloves
boots
obey

conditions
prepared

On pg 3 On pg 5

On pg 6 On pg 7 On pg 9

On pg 8 On pg 10

Secret ATV CODE

18    9      4     9    14    7         1   14         1    20   22        3    1     14        2     5         6    21  14

19    1      6     5           1    14   4          18    9     4     5         19  13    1     18  20

2    21   20       18    5   13     5    13    2    5    18        20  15       18    9     4     5

1    12   23    1    25   19        1    19   11        25  15   21   18     16    1    18    5    14  20   19

9     6         25  15   21       3     1    14       18    9     4     5       14    5    22    5   18

18    9     4      5           1   12   15   14    5

R
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R

R

i  d i n g  a n  a t v   c a n  b e   f u n 
b u t     e m e mb e      t o    i  d e 
s a f e   a n d      i  d e  s m a   t
a l w a y s   a s k   y ou     p a    e n t s
i  f  y ou   c a n     i  de  n e v e

i  d e   a l o ne
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Wisconsin 
ATV 

Operator’s 
Safety Pledge

1. I will always wear proper safety gear such as a helmet, gloves, and goggles when 
operating an ATV.

2. I will never operate an ATV under the in�uence of alcohol or drugs.

3. I will always stay on designated trails and share the trails with others.

4. I will not put a loud exhaust on my ATV.

5. I will never chase animals while operating an ATV.

6. I will never ride an ATV with more then one person on the ATV.

7. I will always follow the rules for roadway use.

8. I will operate an ATV at a reasonable and proper speed and set a good example 
for others at all times.

9. I will always stop to help others when I see someone in distress.

10. I will be careful not to create any risk, injury, or damage to people or property 
when operating an ATV.

All undersigned members of the 
    family pledge to promote safe, 

responsible, and fun ATV riding. 

Signed by Family Members :


