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INTRODUCTION

A creel census was conducted in the tailwaters of Pools 7, 8, and 9
from October 1 to November 30, 1971 to assess the fall fishing pressure and
success for walleye and sauger in the three pools. This survey was conducted
under the auspices of the Fish Technical Section of the Upper Mississippi
River Conservation Committee as part of a continuing evaluation of the sport

fishery,1/

DESCRIPTION OF THE AREAS

Pool 7 is twelve miles long and has an area of 13,600 acres, The pool
is impounded by Lock and Dam 7 near Dresbach, Minnesota. The upper boundary
of the pool is Lock and Dam 6 located at Trempealeau, Wisconsin., Towns located
- near this pool are Trempealeau and Onalaska, VWisconsin and Dresbach and Dakota,

Minnesota.

Pool 8 extends from Lock and Dam 7, four miles above La Crosse, Wisconsin
downstream to Lock and Dam 8 near Genoa, Wisconsin. This pool is 24 miles
long and has an area of 21,900 acres. Cities and towns found along this pool
are La Crosse, Stoddard, and Genoa, Wisconsin and La Crescent, Brownsville,

and Reno, Minnesota.

Pool 9 is 31 miles long and has an area of 30,900 acres, This pool is
impounded by Lock and Dam 9 near Lynxville, Wisconsin, with its upper boundary
Lock and Dam 8 near Genoa, Wisconsin., Towns located along this pool are
Victory, DeSoto, Ferryville, and Lynxville, Wisconsin and New Albin and Lansing,

Towa,

The rapid passage of water through the gates of the dams influences the
navigation channel for a distance of approximately one-half mile downstream
depending upon the volume of water passed, This area is classified as tail-
water and is known to provide excellent angling for the larger game fish species.é/
It was in these tailwater areas that the 1971 fall sport fishery creel census
was conducted,

METHODS

The creel census clerk contacted fishermen in two tailwaters areas during
an eight-hour work day, and recorded lengths of all walleye and sauger in the

catcho

i/ The U.M.R.C.C, is an organization consisting of representatives from
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, and Missouri whose objectives are
to facilitate cooperation in managing the natural resources of the
Mississippi River from Austin, Minnesota to Carathersville, Missouri.

2/ Large game fish consist of walleye, sauger, northern pike, largemouth bass,
and smallmouth bass.
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To insure a uniform and random census, the work schedule included a
combination of two consecutive days followed by one day off, with rotation
- between morning hours {(7:45 a.m. - 11:45 p,m.} and afternoon hours {(12:30
PeMe =~ 4230 pom.) and between pools.

The census was examined first by pool and then the three pools were
summarized as a group. Comparisons between pools and spring and fall fisheries
in Pool 7 were made.

The two major areas of interest are the angler and the catch, each of
which is divided into several categories. The angler's sex, place of resi-
dence and distance traveled, nature of the fishing trip, total hours of
fishing, fishing method, lure used, species sought, and access site used
were examined, The catch analysis included the species caught, catch per
man-hour by season, type of fishing, fishing method, type of lure used,
projected catch by season and type of fishing, and length frequency of walleye
and sauger., The influence of lure type on size of walleye and sauger taken
was also examined. Also studied in this census was the impact of sonar3/ on
the harvest of large game fish., Data concerning this bait is found in the
discussion concerning the three pools combined.

RESULTS

The above facfors are discussed below in limited detail, The accompanying
tables should be consulted for further information. Pertinent tables are
grouped at the end of each section for reference.

Pool 7

Of the three tailwaters censused, Pool 7 had the smallest number of
anglers interviewed. A total of 465 anglers were contacted with male anglers
comprising 89.5 percent of the total. Nearly 80 percent of the anglers were
over 44 years old (Tables la = 1b).

Wisconsin residents comprised 57.8 percent of the anglers fishing Pool 7
tailwaters, Minnesota residents 12.0 percent, and other states 30.2 percent
(Table 3a).

Of a projected total of 15,019 fishing hours, 55.5 percent were by boat,
8.3 percent from the bank, and 36.2 percent on a barge. Most of the fishing
occurred during the month of October, accounting for 70.6 percent of the total
pressure (Table 6a). Nearly all (97 percent) anglers contacted were seeking
walleye and sauger (Table 7).

2/ Sonar is the trade name of a bait manufactured by Heddon.
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Table 7,

PRIMARY SPECIES SOUGHT BY ANGLERS FISHING POCLS 7, 8 AND 9

SPECTES POOL 7 POOL 8 POOL 9 SUMART TOR
Yo, % No. % No. % No. 4

Northern Pike 3 0.6 - - 3 0.3 6 0.3
Walleye WL ] 97.0 | 575 | 95.4 9Ll | 96.6 | 1,967 96.3
Walleye-Bass - - H 0.7 7 0.8 11 0.5
Walleye=Catfish 1 0.2 3 0.5 - - h | 0.2
Walleye-Crappie 5 1.2 1 0.2 - - 6 0.3
Yellow Perch h 0.8 - - - - h 0.2
White Bass 1 0.2 8 1.3 1 0.1 10 Ooly
Black«YWhite

Crappie Combined - - 3 0.h 3 0.3 6 0.3
Crappie=Bass - - 4 0.7 - - L | 0.2
Bluegill - - 1| 0.2 - - 1 | 0.1
Panfish - - 2 0.3 16 1.6 18 0.9
Any Species - - 2 0.3 3 0.3 5 0,2
TOTAL 165 603 97l 2,042
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Both Pool 7 tailwater public access sites were located on the Wisconsin
banks with the Trempealeau public landing used by all but two of 213 anglers
using public landings. Private landings were used by 54.2 percent of the
total anglers (Table 8a).

November was the most productive month, yielding a catch rate of 1.4050
fish per man-hour compared to 0.8450 fish per man-hour in October. The
combined catch rate for October and November was 1.0120 fish per man~hour

(Table 9).

Casting and still fishing were the only methods used, Still fishing was
slightly more popular (52.7 percent of fishing hours) than casting (47.3
percent),

Live baits were used considerably more (68.1 percent of fishing time)
than artificial baits (29.7 percent). A combination of live and artificial
baits comprised the remaining 3.2 percent (Table 10).

The most abundant species in the catch was the sauger (77.6 percent).
Walleye ranked next (9.7 percent) end white bass third (8.4 percent)
(Table 11a).

Boat fishing was the most productive method (1,2909 fish per man~hour).
Barge anglers followed with a rate of 0.8082 fish per man-hour and bank
anglers caught fish at a 0,6721 fish per man-hour rate (Table 1lla).

Still fishing produced a slightly higher rate (1.,0742 fish per man-hour)
than casting (0.9505 fish per man-hour). Live bait produced 0,9649 fish per
man=hour, while artificials yielded a slightly higher 1.1214 fish per man-
hour rate (Table 12a).

Projected data indicates that during October, 3,430 anglers fished 10,602
hours to catch 9,459 fish at a rate of 0,853 fish per men-hour. November
was a more productive month with a projected total of 1,191 anglers fishing
4,417 hours to catch 6,336 fish at a rate of 1.4047 fish per man-hour
(Table 1%a).

The average length of sauger caught during the month of October (12.2
inches) w?s slightly smaller than the November average (12.6 inches) (Table
16a - 16b).

y Walleye from Pool 7 averaged 12.9 inches during both months (Table 17a -
17b).

Pool 8

A total of 603 anglers were interviewed on Pool 8. Male anglers made
up 90.1 percent of the total. More than 60 percent of all Pool 8 anglers
were over Ll years old (Table la - 1b).
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Table 80 »

USE OF ACCESS SITES BY ANGLERS

INTERVIEWED IN POCL 9

15,

TOTAL FOR ALL SITES:

2,012

WISCONSIN TOTAL
Public Site No. Percent Sites No. Percent
Genoa Power Plant All Public
Landing 240 2l .6 Sites 336 3h.5
Highway 35 Landing 96 9.9 All Private 638 65.5
Sites ]
TOTAL 336 34,5 97L
Table 84,
COMBINED USE OF ACCESS SITES BY INTERVIEWED
ANGLERS FISHING POOLS 7, 8 AND 9
Number Percent
TOTAL, FOR ALL PUBLIC SITES: 882 3.2
TOTAL FOR ALL PRIVATE SITES: 1,160 56.8




Table 9.

MONTHLY CATCH PER MAN-HOUR OF FISHING FOR POOLS 7, 8 AND 9

MONTH
POOL RUMBER October November AVERAGE
Pool 7 0,.8450 1.4050 1,0120
Pool 8 0.8020 1.1960 0,907k
Pool 9 0.7660 1,1170 0.8792
Average of
all pools 0,8040 1.2390 0.9145
combined




Table 10 1?0

ACTUAL NUMBER OF ANGLERS BY FISHING METHODS AND LURES USED IN EACH POCL

METHOD AND LURE POCL 7 POOL 8 POOL, 9 TOTAL AL

Me thod No. % No. 4 No. % No. %
Casting 220 47.3 BOh 50.h L8l h9.7 1, 008 h9.h
Stil1l Fishing 2bs | 52,7 | 293 | 48.6 | h89 | 50.2 | 1,027 50.2
Multiple - - 6 1.0 - - 6 0.3
Unknown - - - - 1 0.1 1 0.1
TOTAL h65 603 97h 2,042

Lure
Worms - - 15 2.5 21 2.2 36 1.7
Minnows 315 | 67.7 | 319 | 52.9 | 52k | 53.8 |1,158] b56.7
Other Live Bait 1 0.2 - - L 0.4 g 0.3
Multiple Live Bait 1 0,2 6 1.0 19 2,0 26 1.3
TOTAL LIVE BAIT 317 | 68.1 1 340 | 56.L | 568 | 58,3 |1,225] 60.0
Jigs 31 6-7 23 308 hl hoz 95 ho?
Flies 6 1.3 [ 0.8 3 0.3 1L 0.6
Sonar 95 | 20, { 185 | 30.7 | 295 | 30.3 5751 28,2
Other Artificial 1 0.2 13 2.2 20 2.1 3l 1.6
TOTAL ARTIFICIAL 133 | 29.7 1 226 [ 37.5 | 359} 56.9 718| 35.1
Multiplel/
Lures and Artificial 15 3,2 3L 5.6 W7 L.8 96 b7
Prepared Bait - - 3 0.5 - - 3 0.2
TOTAL hé5 603 97h 2,042

1/ Includes any combination of live and artificial baits used on the
same lines
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Table 1k,

LENGTH FREQUENCY OF SAUGER CAUGHT WITH SONARS IN THE TATILWATERS
OF POOLS 7, 8 AND 9

LENGTH (INCHES) POOL 7 POOL 8 POOL 9 ALEOEg%LS
9.0 - 9.9 5 1 5 11
10,0 - 10,9 | 37 19 26 82
11,0 =~ 11,9 56 L5 69 181
12,0 ~ 12,9 56 101 107 27h
13.0 -~ 13.9 33 90 137 262
1.0 ~ 14,9 20 72 167 261
15,0 - 15,9 13 25 76 116
16.0 ~ 16.9 - 6 21 27
17.0 = 17.9 - 3 5 8
18,0 -~ 18,9 - 3 3 6
19.0 = 19.9 - - 3 3
20,0 - 20,9 - - - -
TOTAL 220 365 619 1,20k
AVERAGE LENGTH 12.4 13.3 13.6 13.1
AVERAGE LENGTH OF
SAUGER TAKEN BY 12.h 13.1 13,0 12.8
OTHER METHODS




Table 15,

LENGTH FREQUENCY OF WALLEYR CAUGHT WITH SONARS IN THE TATLWATERS

OF POOLS 7, 8 AND 9

‘ TOTAL
LENGTH (INCHES) POOL 7 POCL 8 POOL 9 ALL POOLS
9.0 = 9.9 - - 1 1

10,0 - 10,9 3 2 1 6
11.0 - 11,9 6 2 h 12
12,0 = 12,9 6 10 38 54
13.0 = 13,9 L 8 30 L2
14.0 - 14,9 h 1k 31 L9
15,0 = 15,9 2 6 12 20
16,0 - 16.9 3 6 23 32
17.0 « 17.9 - 3 1 17
18,0 -~ 18,9 2 2 6 10
19,0 - 19,9 - - L L
20,0 ~ 20,9 - 1 L 5
21,0 ~ 21,9 1 - 3 L
22,0 = 22.9 - - 2 2
23,0 - 23.9 - - - -
24,0 = 24,9 - - 1 1
TOTAL 31 sl 17h 259
AVERAGE SIZE 14.2 1h.5 15.0 1.6
AVERAGE SIZE OF

WALLEYE TAKEN BY 12.9 13.8 1.6 13.8

OTHER METHODS

39.



Table 1l6a,

LENGTH FREQUENCY OF SAUGER CAUGHT DURING THE MONTH OF OCTOBER

IN POOLS 7, 8 AND 9

TOTAL

LENGTH (INCHES) POOL 7 POOL 8 POOL 9 ALL PQOLS
8.0 - 8.9 L - 3 7
9.0 = 9,9 21 10 67 98
10.0 -~ 10.9 90 hl 129 263
11.0 = 11.9 123 63 120 307
12,0 ~ 12,9 1k3 155 198 ho7
13,0 - 13.9 9h 153 217 163
1.0 - 1.9 7h 98 218 390
15,0 - 15.9 27 32 88 1h7
16,0 - 16.9 3 12 2l 39
17.0 = 17.9 2 6 13 21
18,0 ~ 18.9 3 L 5 12
19.0 - 19.9 - 1 ih 5
20,0 - 20,9 - - 1 1
TOTAL 58l 578 1,087 2,250

AVERAGE LENGTH 12,2 12.9 13.0 12,7




Table 16b.

LENGTH FREQUENCY OF SAUGER CAUGHT DURING THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER

TN POOLS 7, 8 AND 9

TOTAL

LENGTH (INCHES) POOL 7 POOL 8 POOL 9 ALL POOLS
8.0 - 8.9 1 - 3 L
9.0 = 9.9 6 1 10 17
10,0 -~ 10.9 16 16 27 59
11,0 - 11.9 95 W1 110 2L5
12,0 - 12,9 127 73 163 363
13.0 - 13,9 82 79 185 346
1.0 - 14,9 72 96 215 383
15.0 -~ 15,9 2k I 105 175
16,0 - 16.9 3 10 36 49
17.0 ~ 17.9 - 2 3 5
18.0 - 18.9 - 1 3 h
19,0 ~ 19.9 - - 1 1
TOTAL h26 365 861 1,651

AVERAGE LENGTH 12,6 13.3 13.3 13.1
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Table 17a.
LENGTH FREQUENCY OF WALLEYE CAUGHT DURING THE
MONTH OF OCTOBER IN POCLS 7, 8 AND 9

| TOTAL

LENGTH _ (INCHES) POOL 7 POCL 8 POOL 9 ALL POOLS
9.0 = 9.9 - - L L
10,0 = 10,9 6 3 3 12
11,0 - 11,9 10 3 10 23
12,0 - 12,9 11 12 37 60
13,0 = 13.9 10 19 92 121
14,0 « 14.9 7 1L 25 L6
15,0 - 15,9 7 15 16 38
16,0 ~ 16.9 2 5 23 30
17.0 -~ 17.9 - k 12 16
18.0 -~ 18.9 1 2 6 9
19.0 = 19,9 - - 3 3
20,0 - 20,9 - 2 3 5
21,0 - 21,9 - - 3 3
22,0 ~ 22,9 - - 1 1
23,0 = 23,9 1 - 1 2
2440 = 21,9 - - 1 1
TOTAL 55 79 2ho 37h

AVERAGE LENGTH 12.0 13.9 k.l 13.7




Table 17b.

LENGTH FREQUENCY OF WALLEYE CAUGHT DURING THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER

IN POOLS 7, 8 AND 9

_ TOTAL

LENGTH (INCHES) POOL 7 POOL 8 POOL 9 ALL POOLS
9.0 - 9.9 - - 1 1
10,0 - 10,9 2 1 1 h
11,0 ~ 11.9 8 7 9 2k
12,0 ~ 12,9 25 2h 30 79
13.0 - 13.9 15 21 sh 90
14,0 ~ 14,9 11 27 23 60
15.0 ~ 15.9 5 5 13 23
16,0 - 16.9 3 6 9 18
17.0 - 17.9 - 2 10
18.0 -~ 18.9 3 1 7 11
19.0 - 19,9 - - 3 3
20,0 ~ 20,9 - 1 3 L
21.0 = 21.9 1 - 2 3
22,0 - 22,9 - 1 5 6
23.0 - 23,9 - - 2 2
TOTAL 72 96 170 338

AVERAGE LENGTH 12.9 13.7 14,9 13.8

k3.
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Wisconsin residents comprised 63,8 percent of all anglers interviewed
with the majority (54.2 percent) residing in La Crosse County. Fishermen
from Illinois accounted for 26.4 percent while 9.8 percent were from other
states (Table 3b).

Pool 8 had a projected total of 19,870 fishing hours, 91.3 percent by
boat, 4.7 percent from the bank, and 3.9 percent from the barge (Table 6b).

Nearly all anglers interviewed (95.4 percent) were seecking walleye and
sauger (Table 7).

Access by public laﬁding exceeded private site usage (55 and 45 percent
respectively). Most public access usage was centered at one landing in
Minnesota (45 percent of the total usage) (Table 8b).

Fishing success was higher in November (1,1960 fish per man-~hour) than
October (0.8020 fish per man-hour). The combined rate was nearly one (0,9704)
fish per man-hour (Table 9). |

Casting and still fishing accounted for nearly equal amounts of fishing
time (Table 10). Live bait was most popular, used during 56.4 percent of the
fishing time. Artificial lures ranked next at 37.5 percent, with the remainder
using an artificial lure with live bait attached. Three of the 603 anglers
interviewed were fishing for catfish with prepared bait (Table 10).

Sauger was the most frequently taken species making up 69.7 percent of
the total catch. VWhite bass (13.4 percent) and walleye (12,9 percent) were
the only other species of significance in the catch (Table 11b),

Bank fishing produced the highest catch rate (1.1765 fish per man~hour),
followed by boat fishermen (0.9031 fish per man-hour). Barge fishermen caught
fish at the lowest rate, 0.6406 fish per man-hour. Boat fishing was the most
important type producing 89.6 percent of the catch, Bank fishermen took 7.
percent and barge fishermen only 3.0 percent (Table 1lb).

Casting yielded 0,9311 fish per man<hour, a slightly higher rate than
the 0.8905 fish per man~-hour produced from still fishing. Artificial baits
were most productive taking 0.9918 fish per man-hour, followed by live bait
(0.8709) and a combination of lure and live bait (0.7722).

Projected data indicates that during October 6,114 anglers fished for
13,702 hours and caught 10,944 fish, November proved to be the more produc-
tive months with 2,467 anglers catching 7,377 fish (Table 13b).

Sauger in the catch averaged 12.9 inches during October and 13,3 inches
during November (Tables 1l6a - 16b). Walleye averaged 13.9 inches during
October and 13.7 inches during November (Tables 17a - 17b).
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Pgol 9

Of the three pools censused, Pool 9 had the greatest number of anglers
interviewed. A total of 974 anglers were interviewed with male anglers
comprising 90.3 percent of the total. Sixty-two percent of the male anglers
and 76 percent of the female anglers were over L4 years old (Tables la - 1lbJ).

Wisconsin residents accounted for 58.2 percent of the total anglers,
I1linois anglers accounted for 28,6 percent and Iowa 1l.2 percent (Table 3c).

Of a projected total of 81,773 fishing hours, 47.1 percent were by boat,
6.9 percent from the bank, and 46.0 percent were from the barge (Table 6c).

Nearly all anglers contacted were sgekiﬁg walleye and sauger (Table 7).

A1l Pool 9 tailwater public access sites were located on Wisconsin banks.
Public landings accounted for 34.5 percent of the total access usage. Private
landings accounted for 65.5 percent (Table 8c).

November proved to be the most productive month producing a catch rate
of 1,1170 fish per man-hour. The overall catch rate for both months was 0.8792

fish per man-hour (Table 9).

Casting and still fishing were the only two methods used. Casting was
utilized 49,7 percent of the time while still fishing was used 50.3 percent of
the time (Table 10).

Iive baits were most popular, used 58.3 percent of the fishing time.
Artificials ranked next at 36.9 percent, with the remainder using an artificial
lure with live bait attached (Table 10).

Sauger was the most frequently taken species making up 68.2 percent of
the total catch. Walleye (14.4 percent) and white bass (12.7 percent) were
the only other species of significance in the catch (Table 1lc).

Casting and still fishing appeared to be equally effective in catching
fish, Casting produced a catch rate of 0,8726 fish per man-hour while still
fishing yielded a catch rate of 0.8855 fish per man-hour (Table 12c).

Live bait produced fish at a rate of 0.,9315 fish per man-hour. Artificial
bait was not as efficient (0.8436 fish per man-hour). A combination of an
artificial with live bait attached produced the lowest catch rate (0.5827 fish
per man-hour) (Table 12¢).

Projected data indicates that during the month of October, 8,248 anglers
fished 32,414 hours to catch 24,2%5 fish, November was the more productive
month with 5,195 anglers fishing 1,295 hours to catch 2,911 fish,
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Sauger averaged 13.0 inches during October. Sauger caught during
November were slightly larger averaging 13,3 inches.

Walleye averaged k.4 inches during October and 14.9 inches during
November (Tables 17a - 17b). These averages ere slightly higher than those
found in either Pool 7 or Pool 8,

Pools 7, 8, and 9 Combined

0f a total of 2,042 anglers contacted on the three tailwater areas,
1,846 were male anglers. Anglers over 45 years old accounted for 65 percent
of the total (Table la - 1b),

Fishing in the Mississippi River, though primarily a local endeavor with
43,6 percent of the anglers traveling 50 miles or less to pursue their sport,
is receiving increased pressure from distant areas. Awproximately 40 percent
of the anglers in Pools 7 and 9 had traveled over 150 miles to fish in the

pool (Table 4). :

The average completed fishing trip lasted approximately 3.5 hours (Table
5), Projected data indicates anglers spent a total of 81,773 hours fishing
the three tailwater areas during October and November, 1971,

Anglers were found to be fishing from a boat 47.1 percent of the tinme,
barges 46 percent, and from the bank 6.9 percent of the time (Table 6d).
~
The majority of anglers contacted were after walleye and sauger (96.3

percent) (Table 7).

Public access sites accounted for 43.2 percent of the total usage with
private access sites contributing the remaining 56.8 percent (Table 8d).
Access to the popular fishing barges contributes the greatest share of private
usage.

The monthly catch rates fluctuated from 0.7660 fish per man-hour to
1.4030 fish per man-hour. The grand average for the two-month period for the
three pools was 0,9145 fish per man-hour. Catch rates were considerably
higher in November than October in all three pools (Table 9).

Of those anglers contacted, 49.4 percent were casting and 50.2 percent
were still fishing. Sixty percent of the anglers used live bait, 35 percent
utilized artificial bait, and 4.7 percent used artificials with live bait
attached. Only 0.2 percent used prepared bait (Table 10).

Bank fishing proved to be the most productive type of fishing (1.3076
fish per man~hour), Boat fishing produced 0.8979 fish per man-hour and
barge fishing yielded 0.8582 fish per man-hour (Table 1ld).
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Casting and still fishing yielded nearly equal catch per man-hour
rates, 0.9046 and 0.9283 fish per man-hour respectively (Table 124).

There was little difference in catch rates with the various baits used.
Iive bait had a catch rate of 0,9258 fish per man~-hour, artificial bait
0,9281, and artificial with live bait attached was low with 0,7104 fish per
man-hour (Table 12d).

Projected data reveals that a total of 13,160 boat anglers creeled
35,154 fish in 38,496 hours of fishing. Bank fishermen totaling 2,092, took
7,487 fish in 6,692 hours. A total of 12,386 barge anglers caught 31,910 fish
in 37,585 hours (Table 13d).

Prior to 1950 there existed a statewide minimum size limit of 13.0 inches
on walleye and sauger. Nearly 30 percent of the walleye catch and L.7
percent of the sauger catch was smaller than 13.0 inches. Walleye averaged
13,7 inches and sauger 12.8 inches {Tables 16a = 17b).

There has been some controversy concerning the use of sonar to harvest
large game fish., Sauger caught with sonar averaged 13.1 inches, only .3
inches larger than sauger caught with all other baits combined (Table 14).
Walleye caught with sonar averaged 14,6 inches, 0.8 inches larger than walleye
taken with all other baits. "Lunker" walleye, those over 20.0 inches, comprised
only 4.6 percent of the total catch taken by sonar. -

All three pools censused appear to contain stable walleye and sauger
populations. Fishing pressure increased nearer the population centers, and
will continue to increase as the layman has more time for recreation.

Some comparisons_between the 1971 soring and fall tailwater sport fishery

in Pool 7

A similar creel census was conducted in the tailwater of Pool 7 during
March and April 197l. It appears valuable to make some comparisons between
the spring and fall fisheries in that pool.

Projected data indicates that April and October received the bulk of
the fishing pressure (Table 18), This was likely due primarily to better
weather conditions during those two months than normally expected in March
and November.

Spring fishermen caught 7,202 walleye and sauger. Fall fishermen
creeled nearly twice as many (13,797).
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Pall anglers caught walleye and sauger at a significantly higher rate
than spring fishermen, Fall catch rates ranged from 0,7079 fish per man=-
hour in October to 1.3003% fish per man~hour during November. Spring catch
rates were nearly uniform ranging from 0,5011 fish per man~hour in April to
0.5272 fish per man-hour in March,

The average size of walleye and sauger was larger in the spring fishery
as compared to the fall fishery. This was primarily the result of a greater
number of "lunker!" fish entering the spring catch. Nearly 10 percent of all
walleye taken in the spring were larger than 20,0 inches as compared to less
than 2 percent in the fall,

Several more similar surveys are needed to adequately evaluate present
regulations.

tab
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Figure 1. General Mississippi River Map. 50,
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Figure 2. 51

CREEL CENSUS — COVER SHEET DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
FORM 3600—51

Card Type 3

(ccB0)

Pool and Section Number v ——

DATE: Month e semew DAY comes cmmr ¥ €A amamemn s

CONTACT SCHEDULE: Early . Late F—

Time of Beginning Angler Count

Time of Ending Angler Count

Tota! Time Spent on Count and Contacts [EPSE—

TOTAL NUMBER OF FISHERMEN COUNTED IN SECTION

Boat J— S EE— [T
Wading Qr Bank T SR W
Barge - o S— ——
Ice S
Air Temperature P
Water Temperature -
WATER LEVEL: High ___ Low Normal
Rising Dropping JE——
WEATHER: Clear _ Cloudy . Bright . Overcast _
Rain Snow Wind (over 15 mph) ——
Other
REMARKS:

(Other factors affecting fishing)

OBSERVER -nnnr-nnnnness=mnosmmsnossmnn ans bemcmmmeommmmesmemnsosnnens

Rev, 5--71



Figure 3.

Card Type 1
{ccB80)

CREEL CENSUS
FORM 360042

Interview NO, o o o
Date: Month a— e Day
Waters

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Pool and Section NO. e—m e e
| (1)

Statutory Waters Fished: Wis.

Site: Boat.... WadingorBank ____
Method: Cast___  Still____  Troll

Bait: Minnows ___  Worms
Other Artificial Bait
Multiple (Live & Artificial)____

Minn,
Barge . Ice

Habitat Type
Ia,

Multiple

Multiple

Other Live Bait____ Jig___ Fly

Prepared Bait

Sonar_.—

State

Residence: City
County

Access: Private ____ Public

Fishing Trip: Complete .. Incomplete ____
Sex and Age: Male ___ Female ____ Age —n
Time of Day: Morning ____ Midday....-

2 1 2 3 4 5

Total Hours
Primary Species Sought

Afternoon____

Card Type 2
{ccB0)

a.m.
p.m.

—

SPECIES

CODE

NUMBER CODE

Bluegill

Black Crappie
Yellow Perch
White Crappie
Sauger

Northern Pike
White Bass
Walleye
Largemouth Bass
Rock Bass
Freshwater Drum
Smallmouth Bass

REV. 1-72
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