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INTRODUCTION

A creel census was conducted in the tailwaters of Pool 7 from March 1 to
April 30, 1971 to evaluate the fishing pressure and harvest during a two month
period previously closed to fishing for large game fish.l/ The 1971 special
tailwater creel census survey was conducted under the auspices of the Fish
Technical Section of the Upper Mississippi River Conservation Committee as part
of a plan to maintain a continuing evaluation of the sport fishery.2/

DESCRIPTION COF THE AREA

Pool 7 is one of 26 navigation pools created by the construction of locks
and dams on the Mississippi River in the 1930's between Hastings, Minnesota
and Alton, Illindis--a distance of approximately 928 miles. Pool 7 is impounded
by Lock and Dam No. 7 at Dresbach, Minnesota. It is 12 miles long and contains
13,600 acres.

The upper boundary of the pool is Lock and Dam No. 6 which is located at
Trempealeau, Wisconsin. The rapid passage of water through the gates of the
dam influences the navigation channel for a distance of approximately one-half
mile downstream depending upon the volume of water passed, This area is
classified as tailwater and is known to provide excellent angling for the
larger game fish species. It was in this tailwater area that the 1971 sport
fishery creel census was conducted. Just below Lock and Dam No. 6 is a
permanenitly moored fishing barge from which the public can fish for a small

daily fee.

Towne found along Pool 7 are Trempealeau and Onalaska, Wisconsin and
Dresbach and Dakota, Minnesota. la Crosse, Wisconsin is the largest city in
the area with a population of over 50,000 and is located just below Pool 7.

METHODS

One man was stationed at the Trempealeau landing which is the only publie
boat landing located within the tailwater area of Pool 7. In addition to
completing creel census forms (figures 2 and 3), lengths of every walleye and
sauger in the catch were recorded, Weights were taken from a representative
sample of walleye and sauger in the catech. Aging data used to compile the
*;ablea were ob{:ained from 50&105 collec‘ked from walleye ancl sauger :ln 1969

Wi 77

l/’Large game fish include walleye, sauger, northern pike, largemouth bass,
and smallmouth bass.

g/ The U.M.R.C.C. is an organization consisting of representatives from

Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, and Missouri whose objectives are
to facilitate cooperation between the states for studies and menagement
of the natural resources of the river, to exchange information about the

river and its problems at regular meetings, and to promote cooperaticn in
resource management of interstate waters.
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To insure a uniform and random census, a work schedule was established
which utilized a combination of two consecutive census days followed by one
day off plus a rotation between "early" days (7:00 - 11:00 A.M.), "mid" days
(11:00 A.M. - 3:00 P,M.), and "late" days (3:00 - 7:00 P.M.). By following
this prearranged schedule without deviation throughout the two month study
period, the requisite randommess and uniformity was achieved,

The number of bank fishermen contacts increased considerably in 1971
compared to previous years. In past years, bank fishermen, except for those
coming to the landing, were not contacted. In 1971, the creel census clerk
contacted bank fishermen while they were fishing from the bank,

The use of a bait with the trade name "Sonar" manufactured by Heddon
has been criticized by a number of anglers and conservationists. Their
concerns are (1) that the Sonar may be exceedingly effective in harvesting
large spawning walleye and sauger; (2) that the Sonar may be respomsible for
much of the foul hooking occurring on the river. Sonar catch data have been
analyzed separately, and average lengths and weights of walleye and sauger
caught on sonars have been compared to those taken by other methods.

RESULTS

The creel cemsus was designed to evaluate the fishing pressure and
harvest during a two month period previously closed to fishing for large
game fish and to provide information on the angler, catch, and relationship
of various factors to the catch. These factors are discussed below in
limited detail. The accompanying tables should be consulted for further
information. Pertinent tables are grouped at the end of each section for
reference,

The Angler (age and origin)

Of the 691 fishermen contacted during March and April, 94.5 percent
were men. The average age of all anglers was 39.5 years. Male anglers
averaged 39.4 years and women averaged 4O.4 years. Ages ranged from 7 to
88 years. Eleven percent of the fishermen were 65 years of age or older
(Pables 1. 2. and 3).

Pishing in the tailwaters of DPosl P durimng Mearch and April wes primeaxily

a Joeal spor{ eince gé.é percent of the anglers resided within 50 miles of
Foud Te Wlouonoln residents comprlsed 00.) percent oI ihe anglers contaectaed.

Trempealsau Gounty contributed the greatest fishing pressure followed by Ia

Reeiproeity between Minnesota and Wisconein allows anglers from either

SLAE TO0 1181 the NM1BR1ARIPPL Kiver undar tha 2ama papulatisna and one

l1jicense, Wiscongin Stﬁt“’@?l‘v WAt eE® FYVRLAYER 117'9 Pﬁi‘??ﬂﬁ " e “m“

preasure, and Minnesota statutory waters received zZE_€ Werean{:- AnaT ox

pressure spent fishing both state's waters amounted to 1li.4 percent.
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Table 1
AGE COMPOSITION OF ANGLERS
Age . Male Female Combined
e % No, % No, %
Under 12 23 3.3 3 0.5 26 3.8
12 - 15 29 4,2 2 0.3 31 4.5
16 - 17 12 1.7 0 0.0 12 1.7
18 - 24 72 10.4 6 0.9 78 11.3
25 - 3h 181 26.2 2 0.3 183 26.5
35 - Lh 108 15.6 7 1.0 115 16.6
ks - 64 153 22.1 15 2.2 168 24,3
65 and over 76 11.0 2 0.3 78 11.3
TOTAL 654 9k.5 37 5.5 691 100.0
Table 2
AGE COMPOSITION OF ANGLERS ENGAGED IN DIFFERENT TYPES OF FISHING
~ Type of Male Female Overall

Fishing No. Avg.Age No. Avg.Age No. Avg.Age
Boat Lz 364 1s 26.7 LL8 36.1
Banl 1z Li_o 17 L8 s 148 Ls_x
Ice 90 hé.1 5 53.4 95 W.s
TPOTAL 851 57 691

AVERAGE 39.4 ho b 39.5




Table 3
#OTAL NUMBER OF ANGLERS BY AGE

Age Male Female Total Age Male Female Total Age Male TFemale Total

v 1 - 1 33 7 - 7 59 6 1 7

8 2 - 2 3h 10 - 10 60 6 - 6

9 5 1 6 35 13 - 13 61 5 3 8
10 9 2 11 36 13 1 14 62 16 2 18
11 6 - 6 37 L 2 6 63 13 1 14
12 8 1 9 38 7 L 11 64 7 1 8
13 6 - 6 39 8 - 8 €5 6 - 6
14 8 - - 8 ko 13 - 13 66 13 - 13
15 i 1 8 2 18 - 18 67 6 - 6
16 8 - 8 b2 15 - 15 68 - 1 1
17 4 - L L3 14 - 14 69 2 1 3
18 4 - 4 7h 3 - 3 70 7 - 7
19 9 - 9 L5 10 - 10 71 13 - 13
20 8 1 9 s 6 3 9 72 L - 4
21 10 2 12 L7 7 - 7 73 5 - 5
22 10 2 12 48 5 - 5 74 - - -
23 11 1 12 ) 3 - 3 75 b - b
2k 20 - 20 50 10 - 10 26 5 - 5
25 22 - 22 51 L - L 78 5 - 5
26 16 - 16 52 10 - 10 79 1 - 1
27 26 1 27 53 7 - 7 & 3 - 3
28 16 - 16 54 3 2 5 85 1 - 1l
29 23 - 23 55 9 - 9 88 1 - 1
18 - 18 | % 5 2 7 P
1l 28 1 X LY/ 5 - 3 d A
12 15 - 15 53 18 - 18 - - T




Table 4

STATE AND COUNTY QOF ORIGIN FOR ANGLERS FISHING
POOL 7 TAILWATERS

WISCONSIN MINNESOTA OTHER STATES
County No. zo::l County No. :ozzl State No. gozzl
Buffalo 6 0.9 Fillmore 3 0.4 | Illinois 20 2.9
Clark 2 0.3 | Mower 2 0.3 | Iowa 6 0.9
Crawford 2 0.3 Winona 22 3.2 | Michigan 1 0.1
Dane 10 l.b Houston L 0.6 | Others 1 0.1
Dodge 2 0.3 Olmstead 20 2.9
Eau Claire 0.4 Dakota 2 0.3
Jackson 1 1.6
Kenosha 2 0.3
LaCrosse 11b 16.5
Milwaukee 24 3.5
Monroe S5 0.7
Rock 15 2.2
Trempealeau 400  57.9
Waukesha, 10 1.4
Waupaca 2 0.3
Winnebago 2 0.3
————
TOTAL b0 883 |MYML B3 AH | MOMAL 28 4.0
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The Angler (method and extent of fishing)

Projection of data collected during the census indicates that 4,179
fishing trips were made to the tailwaters of Pool 7 during March and April,
1971, and a total of 14,394 hours were spent fishing (Tables ? and 11),

Ice fishing predominated during March and accounted for 65.3 percent
of the total fishing hours. In April anglers used a boat 74.5 percent of
the time and fished from the bank or the barge the remajinder of the time
(hbl. 7)02/

April was the most active and most productive fishing month and
accounted for 77.0 percent of the total hours and a catch rate of 0,756
fish per man-hour. The overall catch rate for March and April was 0.714 fish
per man-hour (Table 9).

Casting and still fishing were the two most frequently used methods of
fishing, Casting was used 53.0 percent of the time, and still fishing was
used 46.6 percent of the time (Table 10).

Iive baits were used 33.4 percent and artificial baits were used 37.0
percent of the time. A combination of live and artificial baits were used
29.5 percent of the time (Table 10).

Since the tailwater area is inhabited mainly by the larger game fish
species during March and April, it would be expected that most of the anglers
fishing this area were seeking these species. Such was the case since 89.6
percent of the anglers contacted were seeking walleye or sauger. Panfish
made up the remainder of the speciee being sought.

The Cateh (general information)

Projection of data obtained from contacts with 691 fishermen and 41
"instantanecus" angler counts reveals that during the 14,394 hours spent
fishing in the tailwaters of Pool 7 in March and April, 1971, a total of
10,088 fish were caught at a rate of 0,7008 fish per man~hour (Table 11).

Anglers spent 3,458 hours fishing during March to catch 1,883 fish at

a cateh rate of O.5770 fish per man—~hour. April anglers were more sucCcess—

ful and caught 8,205 fish in 10,938 hours at a catch rate of 0.758k #ish per
man-hour (Table 11). .

The Catch (composition)

The most abundant species in the overall catch was walleye which made
WP 198 pervent 9f Vhe vatvhs Next An abundence was sauger (J0.2 peraent)

Pollowed by yellaw padh (18.5 panasne) (Tapla 12).

74 The barge anglers were not contacted to determine their actual catch,
but projected hours they fished were compiled in the tables.
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Table 10

10,

ACTUAL NUMBER (OF ANGLERS BY FISHING METHOD AND LURE USED IN EACH MONTH

March April TOTAL
FISHING METHOD No. No. No.
Anglers % Anglers % Anglers %
Casting . 67 37.4 299 58.4 366 53.0
8till Fishin 110 61.5 212 41,4 222 46,6
Trolling 2 1.1 - - 2 0.3
Unknown - - 1 0.2 1l 0.1
TOTAL 179 512 691
FISHING LURE
Worms - - 34 6.6 3 4,9
Minnows 23 12.8 163 31.8 186 26.9
Multiple Live Bait - 0.0 11 2.1 11 1.6
TOTAL LIVE BAIT 23 12.8 208 Lo.6 231 33.4
Jigs 35 19.6 24 L7 59 8.5
Flies 10 5.6 L 0.8 14 2.0
Sonar 29 21l.8 123% 24,0 162 23.4
Other Artificials 16 8.9 5 1.0 21 3.0
TOTAL ARTIFICIALS 100 55.9 156 20.4 256 37.0
Multiple Live and _2/
Artificial: 56 33 148 2809 204 295
POTAL 199 £12 601

YV Iaviudve iv9
2/ racarwdes sny cYMvRRATAYR vE PhYV *RW wivhdavaed WRAVe WeVE o0 Vil

same line.
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Table 12
ACTUAL CATCH PER MAN-HOUR AND NUMBER OF FISH CAUGHT
DURING EACH MONTH
SPECIES MARCH A.PRE: . 'I'OTA-I: _
No. Fish Per No. Fish Per No. Fish Per
Fish Man-Hour Fish Man-Hour Fish Man~Hour
White bass - - 50 0.0290 50 0.0223
Yellow perch 21 0.0409 276 0.1601 297 0.1327
Sauger 163 0.3171 319 0.1850 482 0.2154
Walleye 108 0.2101 545 0. 3161 653 0.2918
Smallmouth bass - - 1 0.0006 1 0.0004
Largemouth bass - - L 0.0023 L 0.0018
Bluegill - - 1 0.0006 1 0.0004
Rock bass 1 0.0019 17 0.0099 18 0.0080
Black crappie - - 9 0.0528 91 0.0407
Total Fish Caught | 293 1,304 1,597
0.5700 0. 7564 0.7136
Total Hours Fished| 514 1,724 2,238

W
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Projected data indicates that a total of 7,202 walleye and sauger were
caught during the months of March and April in the Pool 7 tailwater area.
This figure represents 34.7 percent of the total walleye and sauger caught
during a twelve month 1957-68 Pool 7 creel census period. March anglers
caught 1,804 walleye and sauger at a catch rate of 0.522 fish per man=hour.
April englers caught the remaining 5,398 at a rate of 0,494 fish per man-
hour (Table 11).

March anglers caught 1,804 large game fish at a rate of 0.522 fish per
man-hour. April anglers caught 5,430 large game fish at a rate of 0,497
fish per man-hour (Table 11).

The Catch (rates for verious methods and baits)

Bank fishing produced the highest catch rate of any type of fishing
(1.252 fish per man=hour). Boat fishermen caught fish at a rate of 0.585

fish per man~hour (Table 13).

Still fishing was the most productive method and yielded 0.890 fish per
man-hour as compared to 0.568 for ice fishing and 0.559 for casting (Table 14),

Anglers using worms had the highest catch rate of 1,615 fish per man-
hour. Fishermen using live bait averaged 0.931 fish per man-hour, while
those using artificial baits averaged 0.667 fish per man-hour (Table 15).

Anglers using sonars caught walleye and sauger at a rate of 0,689 fish
per man-hour, or 0,182 fish per man-hour more than the rate for all baits
combined, Walleye taken with sonars averaged 0.7 inches longer than those
taken with other baits. Sauprer taken with sonars averaged 0,3 inches longer
than those taken with other baite. However, neither figure represents a
significant difference. About 13 percent of the walleye caught with sonars
were of the "lunker" class compared to five percent taken with all other
baits combined (Tables 15 and 16).

One interesting but presently unexplainable difference exists between
the sonar catch and the catch with other baits. The proportion of sauger to
walleye was 0.43/1.00 for sonar caught fish. The proportion of sauger to
walleye caught with all other baits was 0.94/1.00.

r‘

Me Cateh llen h and age distribution of walleve and anu

The 1971 spring sauger fishery in the Pool 7 tailwaters was primarily
dependent upon two year classes. Over half (54.5 percent) of the sauger
erealed were three vear old fish with another 26.1 percent of the eatch
coming from two year old fish. Only l.L percent of the sauger were over
four years old, and no one year old fish were creeled (Table 17).

Over aixty percent (65.4 percent) of the sauger caught were between 10.0
amd 17 .0 inanas. Dwiaw &3 1080 thavra awistsd a atavswids 13 _0 inah minimm

size 1imit on walleye and sauger. Over two-thirds (70 percent) of the sauger
catch was smaller than 13.0 inches during March and April, 1971 (Table 18).
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Table 16

LENGTH DISTRIBUTION OF WALLEYE AND SAUGER TAKEN WITH SONARSJ/

(ﬁ?ﬁ: Isl) Walleye Sauger
7.0 = 7.9 1 -
8.0 - 8.9 - -
9.0 - 9.9 2 2
10.0 - 10.9 20 20
11.0 - 11.9 58 L3
12.0 - 12.9 72 14
13,0 - 13.9 26 8
14,0 - 14.9 9 6
15.0 - 15.9 3 b
16.0 - 16.9 9 8
17.0 - 17.9 3 L
18.0 - 18.9 6 -
19.0 - 19.9 13 -
20.0 - 20.9 16 -
21.0 - 21.9 10 -
22.0 - 22.9 L -
23.0 = 23.9 1 -
24,0 - 24,9 1 -
28.0 - 28.9 1 -
MOPAL 2855 109
i s SR SRS -4 S B B S Sl BT DA R S RN
AYSEREY Viav »h 12,4
e e il il il i
e 1384 120l

Paken by Other Methods
dbadbmssnc ol A TR

4 NUNGE W0 VRV VWY Ry 98 @ pepakes artificial bait

manufactured by Heddon.
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Table 17
AGE AND LENGTH COMPOSITION OF SAUGER IN THE CATCH
AGE
Inches Numbers of Fish by Age17f§nd Length Total
I I I Iv v VI
9.0 - 9.9 - 25 3 - - - 28
10.0 - 10.9 - 78 52 - - - 130
11.0 - 11.9 - 14 128 - - - 142
12.0 - 12.9 - 9 36 - - - L5
13.0 - 13.9 - - 26 11 - - 37
14,0 - 14,9 - - 6 23 - - 29
15.0 - 15.9 - - 11 26 - - 37
16.0 - 16.9 - - - 22 - - 22
17.0 - 17.9 - - - 5 b - 9
1800 - 1809 - - - - 2 - 2
19.0 -~ 19.9 - - - - - 1 1
TOTAL FISH - 126 262 87 6 1 482
Percent of Total - 26.1 54,5 18.0 1.2 0.2 100.0
Egtimated Mean - 10.5 11.8 15.3 17.8  19.5 -

Size (inches)

2 )pan m¥a ABGIMASSA THAM AW ABAA AAMNIA AY UALLAYA Aa11488A4 duwing thé

1969 and 1970 spring creel censuses and boom el'wﬂsi.n? ivesti"ﬁatiens in

the tailwaters of Pool 7.
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Table 18
LENGTH FREQUENCY OF WALLEYE AND SAUGER IN THE CATCH
WALLEYE “ SAUGER
Size Range March April Total March April Total
No. % |No. % iNo. % |[No. % | No. % | No. %

7.0 - 7.9 =~ -] 3 05| 3 0.5 - - - - - -
8.0 - 8.9 - - - - - - - -] - -l - -
9.0 - 9.9 - -l 5 0.9} 5 08 - - 22 6.9 22 4.6
100 -10.9) 2 2.0l 4 7,50 43 6.4 21 12.9| 95 29.8{116 24.1
11.0 - 11.9| 15 14,0 [131 24,0 {146 22.5|| 22 13.5|117 36.7|139  28.8
12.0 - 12.9 ) 44 40.6 1159 29.2 |[203 3l.1| 22 13.5| 38 11.9{ 60 12.5
13.0 - 13.9]| 17 15.7 | 79 14.5 | 96 14?7 15 9.2 15 L7| 30 6.2
14.0 - 14,9 9 8.3 | 24 Lk ] 33 5.1 23 .1 | 1 3.4 34 7.1
15.0 - 15.9 3 2.8 5 0.9 8 1.2 18 11.0| 10 3.1{ 28 5.8
16,0 -16.9| 3 2.8 9 1.7 122 18! 25 15.3] 4 1.3| 29 6.0
17.0 = 17.9| 5 Lo 9 1.7 1+ 2.1 i 13 8.0l 5 1.6] 18 3.7
18,0 -18.9| 1 0.9] 5 0.9 | 6 0.9 L 2.5 1 0.3 5 1.0
19.0-19.9| 2 2.0| 18 33|20 3.1 - -] 1 0.3 1 0.2
20.0 - 20.9| 5 Ls | 33 6.0 38 5.8 - - - -1 - -
21.0-22.9| 1 09| 9 1.7 {10 1.5 - -l - - - -
22.0-22.9( 1 09)11 2.0 1.8 - - - - - -
23.0 = 23.9| - -{ 2 04| 2 0.3 - - - - - -
24,0 - 24,9 | - - 0,21 1 0.2 - - - -y = -
28.0 - 28.9 | - - 0.2 | 1 0.2 - - - - - -
TR avy 77 ¥77 aj a7 Ve
L i L L g T YT WY T . me
AYOTGEY

Length 12.8 127 12.7 ih,0 13,7 125
{inches)

;::;go 1.01 1.08 1.0k 0.95 0.53 0.74
.,[.j’ﬁ“n“) _ _ 1 . . _
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The 1971 spring walleye fishery in the Pool 7 tailwaters was also
dependent upon two year classes. Nearly eighty percent (77.2 percent) of
the walleye creeled were in the two year old (k4.4 percent) or three year
old (32.8 percent) class. Over 18 percent of the catch was four years old
or older, and about five percent of the total catch was comprised of one year
old walleyes., "lunker fish," those 20,0 inches and over, comprised 9.8
percent of the catch, with ages ranging from five to eleven years old
(Table 19).

Over 50 percent (53.6 percent) of the walleye were between 11.0 inches
and 12.9 inches long. Over 60 percent (6l.3 percent) were under 13,0 inches
in length (Table 18).

Two year old walleye and sauger were quite abundant in the 1971 catch
as compared to 1970 and 1969 (Table 20). However, the catch of two year old
sauger in 1969 was slightly higher than in 1971, Apparently good year classes
of walleye and sauger were produced from the 1969 spring spawning season in
Pool 7. Due to the fisherman's preference for larger fish, it is hard to
assess the total impact of the 1969 year class of walleye and sauger on the
1971 catch, Three year old sauger made up 54,5 percent of the 1971 catch,
and aince these fish are of a more desirable size than two year old sauger,
it is suspected that fishermen selected three year olds unknowingly by keeping
the larger fish. Examination of the sauger age composition data for 1969,
1970, and 1971 indicates that there may be a figherman bias toward keeping
three year old fish in deference to younger fish which are smaller. A less
pronounced bias can be noted in walleye, however.

Recent evidence on Pool 7 suggests that flood conditions which oceur
simumltaneously with optimum water temperatures for spawning are conducive to
strong year classes of walleye and sauger. As flood waters raise, additional
spawning habitat in the form of riprapped banks becomes increasingly available,
Conversely, when flood conditions do not correspond with preferred spawning
temperatures, a wesker year class such as that noted in age II walleye and
sauger in 1970 may result.

The walleye and sauger year classes in Pool 7 vary somewhat; however, it
appears that the population is relatively stable,
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SUMMARY

A special creel census was conducted in the tailwaters of Pool 7 of the
Mississippi River from March 1 to April 30, 1971. The objectives were
to evaluate fishing pressure and harvest during a two month period
previously closed to fishing for large game fish and to provide informa-
tion on the angler, the catch, and the relationship of various factors
to the catch.

All data was segregated by type of fishing (boat, bank, ice), method of
fishing (still, cast, troll, ice), and month (March, April).

A total of 691 fishermen of which 94.5 percent were men were contacted
during the census. The average age of all anglers was 39.5 years.

Fishing in the tailwaters of Pool 7 during March and April was primarily
a local sport with 82,2 percent of the anglers residing within 50 miles

of the area.

Projected data indicates that 4,179 fishing trips were made to the tail-
waters of Pool 7?7 during March and April, 1971, and a total of 1k,39%
hours were spent fishing,

Ice fishing predominated during March and accounted for 65.3 percent of
the total fishing hours. April anglers used a boat 74.5 percent of the
time and fished from the bank or the barge the remainder of the time.

April was the most active and most productive month with 77.0 percent of
the total fishing hours and a catch rate of 0.756 fish per man<hour.

Still fishing and casting were the two most frequently used methods of
fishing., Still fishing was used 53.0 percent of the time, and casting
was used 46,6 percent of the time.

Anglers contacted were fishing for walleye and sauger 89.6 percent of
the time.

March anglers caught 1,804 large game fish at a rate of 0.522 fish per
man-hour. April anglers caught 5,430 large game fish at a rate of 0,497

fish per man-hour.

Bank fishing produced the highest catch rate of any type of fishing
(1s2JC I180 per maneiour).

Anglers using worms had the highest catch rate of 1.615 fish per man-hour.

Anglers using sonars ¢aught walleye and sauger at a rate of 0.680 fish

per man—-hour which is O.182 fieh per man-—-hour more than the rate for =all
baits combined.

The average size of walleye and sauger caught with sonars was not signi-
FAVARVA] AWE[VE VIGB VAT QYTERRT SaEe OF VhUSe Sought with other weite

About thirteen percent of the walleye caught with sonars were of the
"lunker! class as compared to five percent taken with all other baits

combined.
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The proportion of sauger to walleye in the catch was 0.43/1.00 for sonar
caught fish and 0.94/1.00 for sauger and walleye caught with all other
baits.

The spring sauger fishery was primarily dependent upon two year classes
of twvo and three year old fish.

Over sixty percent of the sauger caught were between 10.0 and 12.9 inches.
Over two-thirds of the sauger catch was smaller than 13.0 inches long.

The spring walleye fishery was also dependent upon two year classes of
two and three year old fish.

Over sixty percent of the walleye caught were under 13.0 inches long.

Over fifty percent of the walleye caught were between 11,0 and 12.9 inches
1°n80

"Iunker" walleye, those 20.0 inches and over, comprised 9.8 percent of
the catch and their ages ranged from five to eleven years old.

Two year old walleye and sauger were quite abundant in the 1971 catech.

As a general observation, it appears that the walleye population in Pool 7
is stable,

5-25-72
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Figure 1. General Mississippi River Map
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Figure 2.
CREEL CENSUS — COVER SHEET DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
FORM 3600-51
Card Type 3
(cc80)
Pool and Section Number — — —

DATE: Month e emmer D8Y e e Ye2T

CONTACT SCHEDULE: Early Late

Time of Beginning Angler Count
Time of Ending Angler Count
Total Time Spent on Count and Contacts —— —
TOTAL NUMBER OF FISHERMEN COUNTED IN SECTION
Boat — —— —
Wading or Bank T S Se——
Barge — —— —
Ice — ——
Air Temperature — —
Water Temperature — —
WATER LEVEL: High ___ Low Normal
Rising Dropping — ———
WEATHER: Clear Cloudy _ Bright Overcast
Rain Snow Wind (over 15 mph) — ——
GCther
REMARKS:
(Other faatare attesting fithing)
BB e

Rev. 5-71



Figure 3.

Card Type 1
(cc80)

CREEL CENSUS

FORM 3600-42

Interview NO: e e e o e
Date: Month e s DY cmee

Waters

28.

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Statutory Waters Fished: Wis,

Site: Boat ____ Wading or Bank ____
Method: Cast ___ Still _ Troll ___
Bait: Minnows ___ Worms ____ Other Live Bait ____ Jig ____
Prepared Bait ___

Sonmar _____

Other Artificial Bait ___
Multiple (Live & Artificial)

Residence: City

Minn.

State

Pool and Section NO: e mee e
Year e ame
Habitat Type

Barge
Multiple

T\’lult1pl [ SR

Fly __

County

Access: Private ___  Public

Fishing Trip: Complete ___ Incomplete ____

Sex and Age: Male ___ Female __
Time of Day: Morning ___ Midday ___

12 1 2 3 4

Total Hours

Age
Afternoon ____

Primary Species Sought

Card Type 2
{(cc80)

SPECIES

NUMBER CODE

Bluegill

Black Crappie
Yellow Perch
White Crappie
Sauger

Northern Pike
White Bass
Walleve
Largemouth Bass
[NOCK Dass

Frechwater Drum

Smallmouth Bass

REV.3-71
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