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In 1968-69 an inventory of the recreational attractions eand facilities
on the Mississippi River in Wisconsin was provided. The inventory weas part
of the basic data collected for an evaluation of channel improvements proposed
by the Corps of Engineers. 8Since the data provided has genersl interest and
can be conveniently used for planning purposes it has been summarized in this
report.

Attractions and facilities summarized include boat rental and service,
boat launching and access, swimming beaches, campsites, picnic areas, trails,
scenic features (bluffs). These were summarized pool by pool and county
by county,

METHODS AND RESULTS

The data were sumaarized in a tabular form using standard definitions
for entries. The definitions end instructions for entries are in the appendix
(App. Table 1). The amount of the various types of attractions and facilities
is summerized in Teble 1. Locations can be determined from the map (Fig. 1).

The Wisconsin side of the river appears to be quite well endowed with
recreational opportunities in nearly all pools. As an example in public
boat launching space alone there is space for 2,661 car-trailer units. Each
pool has 3 or more sites and the 228 miles of river in Wisconsin has an
average of 1 site for every 2.7 miles. Private capacity is much lower, something
to be expected with the large amount of public land located here. Unique
fishing opportunities are provided by barges located below dams and moored
to the bank.

The Mississippi River has never had much of & reputation for swimming
beecause of the characteristics of river water. It is usually murky with
8ilt and elgae, There are, however, some significant swimming beaches here.
Altogether 1.24 miles out of the 228 miles are recognized as public swimming
beach and another mile is in private. The ratio of beach to river length is
not a true ratio because back water frontage is also used for swimming.
Commonly dredging for sand bar purposes makes additional contributions to
swimming. In the portion of river opposite Wisconsin there are 25.8 miles of
sand bar, a significant proportion of the total.

Camping opportunities along the river are relatively modest with 11
sites and Shl public units and 18 sites with 370 private units. Camping units
on the river have commonly been crowded in the pest, understandable circum-
stances considering the limited number of units.

Picnic grounds are difficult to evaluate. The number available is nowhere
near the number of boat launching facilities and capacity appesars to be modest
with only 413 public units available. Few trails have been developed along
the river and those existing are located in state parks.



Wisconsin has bluffs in close association with the river in many places.
Total mileage of bluff in close conJunction with the river is 87.3 miles.
Some of this mileage is now in state parks, but the bulk is private. Bluff
lands are alweys outstanding scenic features.

Sand bars are a special form of recreational feature which are created as
a result of dredge soil disposal. They are most prevalent below dams. The
river sand bars are heavily utilized by boating parties for swimming. With
136,170 feet (26 miles) of the type of frontage opposite Wisconsin, it can
be seen that the picnicking and swimming opportunities from the land form
are extensive,

CONCLUSIONS

Wisconsin is well endowed with some forms of user facilities at the
present time but poorly endowed with others. The boat access opportunities
are probably in surplus for most of the river with over 3,000 spaces for the
14,821 registered boats in the counties bordering the Mississippi River.
Normally only 10 percent of a boat population is in use at one time. However,
sites opposite Grant County are known to £ill up on optimum weekends.

Camping and picnicking facilities are modest and inadequate for the
demand. This type of demand is mobile and user pressures from urban metro-
politen centers are to be expected. Planners for these highly scenic areas
have noted participatica rates at 1%. Thus,the few hundred spaces available
could not possibly satisfy an estimated demand.

Swimming has high rates of participation, possibly as high as 50 percent,
but whether it would be ccmpletely manifested in the murky Mississippi River
waters is another question. There is not much quality swimming frontage, but
there is a large quantity of sand bar frontage usable from boatis. The guantity
of thig form of land and water use is probably in accord with the demand
and water quality limitations.

Bluffs mainly have scenic value and they will always exist. They are in
good supply here but they can be tarnished and altered by the intensive land
users and angular construction activities of man. All but short lengths
presantly in state parks are privately owned. Thus, there are few opportunities
for tyaills to the tops of them and the scenic beauty is not strongly protected,
Blu¥? and steep slope reservation and preservation from excessive human
encrosshment will be desirable,
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T
TABLE 2

POPULATION AND LICENSE SALE DATA FOR COUNTIES BORDERING
THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND ADJOIWING LARGE CITIES

Wisconsin CGounties Populationl Roat License?2 Fishing License3 Hunting Licensel
Pierce 22,503 1,028 6,153 3,220
Pepin 7,332 478 2,179 1,120
Buffalo 14,202 2,675 k,699 1,7é8
Trempeleau 23,337 912 5,924 3,289
La Crosge 72,465 5,422 16,697 8,641
Vernon 25,663 965 6,901 2,865
Crawford 16,351 1,054 5,869 2,135
Grant Lk, b19 2,287 12,986 _6,623

Total 226,272 14,821 61,408 29,621

1 1960 populstion data
2 pecovher, 1969 sumpary
3 1004 anles of fishing licenses plus voluntary sportsmsn license.

194 nales of small game licenses plus voluntary sportsmen license.

ADIOTNIG TARGE CTPIES

Minnaspolis - St. Paull 1,482,030
Red Vinrg 10,528
Winonu 24,895
Dubugue 80,048

1 Standard retropolitan area
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APPENDIX 1. Definitiona of Terme for Facilitles Inventory

MISSISSIPPL RIVER

This kind of a presentation will allow summation and evaluation for each
pool.

To assure uniform presentation of data, definitions and instructions for
each item follow. All sites can be located on the Corps planning maps by mile
number. Date 1s presented beginning with the northernmost county and proceding
dowvnstream.

County: The county in which the site lies.-

Pool numbex: The Corps of Engineers number designation for each separate
dammed up portion of the river. Each pool is recognized to
extend from the dam upstream to the base of the next dam.

Mile number: The river mile at which located as taken from Corps of
Engineers charts.

Site number: Ietter to indicate the county and the number refers to the
site number in the county. For example, Pi 6 would be the sixth
site in Pierce County. Site name or location would be the
actual name of the site, Perrot Park for example, or location
by section, township and range if name is unknown.

Manaoging

Agency: The agency owning the site and managing it. Licensed Corps
of Engineers lands managed by a county would be "U. S. Corps
ownership; county management'.

Area: The area in acres.

River

Frontage: The frontage in the particular owned or managed area. This
information is not intended to summarize all the wild land
belonging to the federsl government, but it is intended to
sumnarize other public lands and private developments. For
example, the Nelson Bottoms State Game Management Area might
have a thousand acres and four miles of frontage and have
various attractions and services. A developed FWS access
site, on the other hand, might be part of an immense piece of
frontage. In this case, the developed area 1s to be measured
and reported.

Attractions
and Services: This section is intended to summarize what services are
available gand to quantify them if possible.

Boat Rental
and Services: Use R to indicate ren'al and S to indicate services.

Boat Iaunching
and Access: Indicate the number of car-trailer parking spaces avallable.

Swimming: The amount of beach frontage in feet which is available.



Campsite:
Picnic Arcas:

Trails:

Scenic:

-6 -
Number of spaces which are avallable.

The acreage devoted to this purpose.

The number of miles of developed trail avallable in conjunction
with the facility.

Considered in a restrictive sense and refers to the length
in miles of steep land in immediate association with the
water which creates exceptional scenery.
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