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CURRENT STATUS OF PUBLIC ACCESS TO WATERS

The Fish Management Bureau faces the task of administering a land acquisition
program and an access aid program, Consequently, it has a continuing interest in
the status of access to public waters in order to evaluate program needs and
measure progress, Also, the provision of management services are predicated on
the existence of public access before the service can be provided,

A conivéhient measure of ststus was available from an atlas of Wisconsin lakes
called Wisconsin Lakes which is periodically updated. Beginning with 1964, this
publication has had an entry concerning the presence or absence of public access.
Entries made in 1964 could be compared with entries made in the 1968 publication,
Public access at the time was defined as public land which furnishes access and
has parking in association with it. It does not quantify the number of sites or
measure adequacy of access on each lake; it merely indicates the presence or
absence of access,

Each issue of the lakes bulletin carries a listing and summation covering all
the named lakes and the unnamed lskes dver 20 acres in size. The number of named
lakes and size of lakes reported in each succeeding issue varies as additional
lakes are named and the quality of information is improved. Perfect comparisons,
therefore, are not possible. The picture provided gives a summary of the relative
atatus of access,

PRESERVATION OF RESULTS

A summary of the 1964 public access status by county, by fish management
administrative area and statewide is presented in-Table 1. The similar summary
for 1968 is" provided iti‘Teble 2, Slight differences in the number of lakes and
area of lakes are immediately apparent. In 196k, 4,359 lakes measuring 896,504
acres were reported. In 1968, 5,080 lakes measuring 911,776 acres were reported.
The differences probably represent new lakes and more refined data. To make
valid comparisons between summeries, the amount of available access has been
converted to vercentages.

Comparisons between periods indicate the status of access has improved
slightly. ©Slightly more lakes have access to them--.3 of a percent more.
However, the total area served has increased more--1.4 percent.

Regional aspects of access are evident in the summary. Certain counties have
s much lower percentage of access than others in the same region. These circum-
stances probably reflect local access policy and the pressures for providing
access, Waukesha County is an example of a low percentage of both numbers and
area of lakes with access. Ozaukee County is another county with poor access.
It is significant that both of these counties surround the largest city in the
state. The picture demonstrates a stronger inclination to provide access in the
region less dominated by the majJor metropolitan area. Other low counties have
either waters which are intentionally without access because of small size of
lakes or the waters are devoted to game management.

Access conditions are good for counties having population centers which are
not overvhelming in size but yet there is a large enough population to create
local demand. Access conditions are poorer under the influence of the big cities
and in the more remote lake endowed areas where local population pressures are low.

To illustrate the geography of the status of access, & state map has been
provided on which the percent of number and percent of area of lakes having access
has been quoted. Those having a high percentage of access availability tend to be
counties with low numbers of lakes.



PCLICY ASPECTS

There hes been some improvement in the status of access since 1964. ' The
change has not been dramatic, but it, nevertheless, represents progress. The
improvement is, in part, due to continued acquisition of public lands, the effect
of & state aid program, possibly increased platting of land with specified access
requirements for each plat and local access development. In the years between
1964 and 1968 (4 years), Tl accesses were constructed under the state aid program.
Some of these merely upgraded old sites while others were entirely new,

An examination of the area of water served by public access mskes it evident
that the bulk of the water area is available for public use. Lekes lacking public
access are the smaller basins where the jJustification is not so strong.

If one assumes, as state law and custom suggest, that all waters are a
common to which the public has a right, then there are still 2,670 lekes which do
not have access as defined, Of course, it is also recognized that many of these
should not have access because of small size or specialized management. Further,
assuming that half the lakes require access and that one access is necessary for
each lake, there are 1,335 access sites needed. At an average cost of $3,000
each, a $200,000 annual program is necessary if the inland lakes are to have
adequate access in years ahead. Programmed over time, a twenty-year period,
construction of 66 access sites per year at a cost of $198,000 would be desirable,
This estimate makes no provision for upgrading or msking more adequate that which
we now have,

In conclusion, we can state that the status of access to Wisconsin waters is
generally good, but that if we wish to assure access to all named lakes deserving
access, a more intensive access acquisition and development program is warranted.
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Fige 1,

The percentage of number of named lekes and area of named lakes having publie

access,

the percent of area., 0§

The upper figure is the percent of numbers and the lower figure is
Source 1968 Lakes Bulletin,
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