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INTRODUCTION

Successful managerment of a fishery resource often relies on long-term
trends irp the fishery, These trends ere neither evideat from current catches
nor from annugl statistical reports. Fron time to tire it is, therefore,
desirable to review the annuel statistics and to note the consisteacies or
inconsisterncies of the dste provided on an ennual besis. This report msekes
extrsctions from the statistics of five recent yeers, 1960-64 inclusive. By
means c¢{ gravhs, visual evidence of the neture of the fishery end +rards in
the fishery is m2de readily availeble for comparisorn ead interpretetion.

Only the five most important species ere included--these made up 98.k%
percent of the 23,944,000 pounds taken during the period 1960 throuch 198k,
The velue to the fisrermen of these species during that pericd was epproxi-
mately $1,.475,000. ’

In addition to these five rmajor cpecies, over 2 dozen others entered
into the cozzarciel hervest., Among thesezinrow gpecies, the mest izportant
were the redherses end suckers, quilldeck or "white cerp", and sand sturgeon.
Mocneyes end goléayes ere oceasicrally important in the upper portion of the
Mississippi River. 3owfins and gar are common in the river, but their value

- . 1s 80 low that only a few thousand pounds are kept each year. A few hundred -

Americen eels are taken annually vhile fishing for cetfish. This species is
wvidesprezd but not coomon in the Mississippi River.




CARP

The carp harvest rose from 2,522,000 pounds in 1960 to k,105,000
pounds iz 196li--en increase of 63 percent (Fig, 1). During this five-
year period, =z totzl of 16,112,000 pounds of cerp were teken. The average
price per pound veried between $.03 and $.04.

Sefnes and gill nets eccounted for 96 percent of the carp caugit
(Fig. 2). The seine catch increased each year end by 1964 it wes 75 percent
greatex than in 1960, and accounted for 64 percent of the carp hervestad
(Fig. 3). The gill net catch remzined at ebout the seme level each yesr
after 1960, averaging neerly 1,100,000 pounds per year.

Pool LA (Leke Pepin) was by far the greatest cerp producing avea in
the Visconsin boundary weters, azccounting for 7,600,000 pounds or L3 percent
of the %otel five-yeer harvest (Fig. 4). Pools. § and 9 were next in carp
product’ on, each yielding slightly over 2,000 000 pounds, Pools 52 and 6
had the lightest carp harvest, :

August wes the best month for cetching carp, follewed closely by Julr
and Septezber (Fig. 5). The fewest cerp were taken in May and Novesber,
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BUFFALO

T.e buffalo cetch rose from 408.900 pounds in 1960 to 679,000 pouads
in 196h—aean increcse of 66 tercent (Fig. 6). During this pericd, the totel

'guff&lc hervest was 2,771,000 pounds Price per pound renged from $.08 to
110 . ’

The gill net wes the -ost elfective gear for taking duffelo, accc"-tin-
for 1,500,000 pounds over the five-yeer periecd (Fizs. 7 end 8). This wes
nearly twics es ceny pounds es were teken with seines, Buffalo n=ts were
third in efi2ctiveness, producirng 35C,000 pﬁu.n..s.

Pood) 9 yleléed t the cost 'buffalo-..560 090 pounds, followed by Pools 7T
and 8, each produciag slightly less +han 500,000 pounds (Fig. 9).

The best months for ceatching buffale were March and April, eccouvntinz
{or h7h,?oo peunds end b10,000 pounds respectively over the five-yeer pericd
Fig. 10),
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Fig. 6. Pounds of Buffalo by Year 196D - 1964
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CALTISH

Trends in the catfish fishery differ from most other ecormercial species
in that until recent years the cetch @eclined (Fig. 11). It dropped 22 per-
cent from 1960 to 1962, increased slightly im 1963, then rose 35 percent in
196k. The 1964 harvest was 612,000 tounds~-9.7 percent higher than in 1960,
During the five-yeer period, a total of 2,528,000 pcunds of catfish were
harvested. The price rangsd from $,19 per poumé in 1960 to S.2L in 1964,

Set lines were the nost important geer, sccounting for 1,235,000 pounds
or helt of the total five~year eatcn (Figs. 12 and 13). Hext in effective~
ness were slat nets, rroducing 604,000 pounds-—gll in Wisconsin-Iowa waters,
Beit and buffalo nets together caught 2C percent of the cetfish,

Pool 9 was the bizzest csatfish producer, followed by Pool 11 end Pool 8 -
(Fig. 14). Pcols 3 and S5A yielded the fewest cetfish,

The sumper moaths of June, July and August were the most productive
months for teking cetfish (Fig. 15).
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SHEEPS SEAD

The sheepshesd catch increased 68 percent from 1960 to 1964, rising
from 281,000 pournds to 471,000 pounds (Fig. 16). The total cetch during

_the five-year period was 1,869,000 pounds. The aversge price per pound

renged from $.05 to $.07. .

The seine was by far the most effective gear, eccounting for 67 per-

cent cf the harvest (Figs. 17 amd 18). G111 nets were next in irportence,
- followed by set lines, ' . .

Pool 8 was the most importent source of sheepshead, producing 35 per-

cent of the totel catch (Fig. 19). Pool 9 wes second in sheepshead produc- -

tion.

March was the best month for catching sheep'shead, followed by Novezber
(Fig. 20). Except fcr lMey, when few sheepshead were caught, all the other
months vere similer in production. ' '
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Pounds ef Slaspehead By Grar 1960 - 1064
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BULLHEAD

The annual bullhead harvest remained virtuelly the same froz 1960 to
1963, but showed 2 28 percent increesse in 1954 over the previous year
(Fig. 21). A total of 272,000 pounds vere teken éuring the five-yeair period.
The price per pound renged between $.97 and $.11.

Setl lines werc the =ost efficicnt gear, accounting for €4 percent of
the totel cztch (Fig. 22). Next in effectiveness were beit nets and slat
nets, .

Pools 8 and 9 were outstanding producers of bullheads, each yielding
gbout 4l percent of ihe hervest (Fig. 23).

May wes the best month to catch bullheads,'fbllcwed clcsely by October
(Fig. 24). These two months accounted for 60 percent of the catfish hervest
during the five-yea> period. )
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Pounds of Bullhead By Year 1060 - 1964
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TRENDS IN GEAR USAGE ARD NUMBER OF COMERCIAL FISHERMEN

The following two figures (25 and 25) show the nuzber of ;cmercia.'!.
fishermer licensed for the major types of gear and the smount of gear
licensed over the period 1960 through 196L,

Set lines were by far the most popular gear, with a peek of 939 licenses
issued in 1961. Since then the ruzber hes declined shsrply, so that in 196L
the number of set line licenses hed decreesed to 684. The mejority of these
gsel liners were not cormercial fishercmen, but mostly weekernd end tart-tize
fisherz:n who contributed little to the commerciel ceteh.

Gill nets were the pext most frequently licensed geer, The number of
&lll net fishermen receined rather comstant frem 1960 to 196k, although tke
overall trend is downwerd since 1963.

The nucber of fisherzer licens.ed for slat nets declined slightly fro=m
1960 to 1963, then rose slizhtly in 1964. The nucber of fisherzea liceased
for seines, buffelc nets and bait nets did not very zuch over the Ffive-year
" period. _ : .

The ezount of geer licensed correspcaded cleosely to the nuzber of
fisherner issued lMlgsissinpl River cemzercial fishing licenses, except for
buffalo nets and beit nets. Use of these types of geer rose substantielly,
so that the 788 buffalc pets licensed in. 1964 wes 51 percent greater thax
in 1960, Similar ircresses occurred for teit rets, with 575 licensed in
196k4~wen increese of 67 tercent. These nets ere legzl only in Wiscomsin-
© Jowe waters and ere used prirmexily for catfish, '

The number of slet nets declined, with 1,356 licensed in 196L--a decrease
of 26 percent from 1960. This gear is used solely for catfish in the
Wisconsin-Iowa waters. The decreese in its usege is probebly due to the in-
creased popularity of bait and buffalo nets, '

. Other ges» used on the Mississipni River eve trammel nets end frazme
-nets, Kelther of these is icportant in the totzl fishery, es they ere used
by only a few fishermen in the Wiscomnsin-Iowe weters,

8-16-66
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