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NOTE TO REVIEWERS: Comments shquld address
completenass, accuragy of the EIS decisfon, For your
commenls g be considered, they must be received by

Contact Persen Rod Fouks

Title Douglas County Forest Ligison

Address PD Box 50
Gordon, W 54838

_ G En

(orme} {date)

the contact person before
eff &, Dooe

Telaphone Number {715)376-2298

Applicard:  Douglas Courdy Forestry Departmentl

Address: PO Box 211
Solon Springs, W 54873

Title of PFroposa. Doughas Counly Forest Land Wilhdrawai
Location:  County Douglas City/Town/Village Township of Surmmil

Township, Range & Sectionfs) Ptof GL 2, Sec 18, T45N- R15WwW

I FROJECT SUMMARY _l

1. General Description {brief owverview)

Douglas County proposes to withdraw 1.61 acres from the County Forest Law, 28,11, W Statutes, and sell this land to
the Town of Summil for an expansion of an existing cemetery. This land is adjacenl fo the cemelery.  This land iz
described as the 113° lying immediately west and adjacent to the existing Town of Summi Cemetary and south of the
north section ling of Sectipn 18 | in Govt 1ol 2, Sec 18 T46N, R15 W,

2. Purpose and Meed (include hisfory and background as approprate)
The Town of Summit haz a need lo expand Lheir existing cemetery and approached Douglas County Forest about
buying adjacenl land west of the cematery.

3 Authorities and Approvals (list local, state and federal permits or approvals required)
Authonly is provided in the Douglas County Forest 10-Year Comprehensive plan, Douglas County Forestry Ordinance
and Chapter 28.11, Wi Statules. The Douglas County Beard of Supenvisars has passed a resolution o petition the

Wisconsin Department of Matural Resources lo begin withdrawal of the above described parcal.

4. Eztimaled Cost and Funding Source

The cost of the investigalion and processing the proposed withdrawal is not known. No apprasal is needed because
the fand is to be 50dd Lo another unit of govermment, The land will be s¢1d to the Town of Sumemit for $201.




I PROPOSED PHYSICAL CHANGES {More fully describe the proposall

5. Manipulation of Terrestrial Resources {include refevant quantities - sq. fi., cu. yard., ele)
The Town of Summit plans on clearing the land and adding this acreage fo their cemelery. Removal of 50il material is
not anticipated.

8. Mampulation of Agquatic Resources (include relevant quantilies - ofs., acre feet, MGD, et )

There are no aquatic resources present on this site.

7. Buildings, Trealment Lnits, Roads and Other Structures {include size of facililies, road miles, elc}

Mo building or roads are planned for Lhis sile.

8. Emissions and Dizscharges {includes relevanl characteristics and quaniilies)

There are none anticipated.

o Other Changes

Mo other changes proposed.

10 1denlify the maps, plans and other descrplive malerial altached

Altachment _ Counly map showing the general area of the project
Attachment _x  USGS lopographic map

Attachment _ Site development plan

Attachment x  Plat map

Atlachment _ DNR county wetlands magp

Attachment __ Zoning map

Attachment x Other gerial photograph _

I AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT (Describe existing features that may be affected by propesai) I |

Information Based On {check all ihat apply):

[ ] Literaturefcorrespondence (specify major sources)

[*1 Personal Contacts {bst in flem 28}

Fiefd Analysis By; [x]Author [ ] Other {listin item 28)

Past Experience Wilh Site By: [ | author [ ] Other {iist in item 28}
i1, Physica {topography - 50¥s - waler - air)

This parce! 1S generﬁl!y flal lerrain overlying clay soils. No wettands are located on this parcel.



12. Biolegicai {dominant agualic and terresinal plart and animal species and habitats including thresiened/endangered
species; wetlland amounts. lypes and bydraulic value)

This upland planl community is comprised predominantly of & middle aged aspen forgst type. Many commaon wildlife
speties inhabil portions of Lhis parcel. No threatenedfendangered species are known to inhabit this parcel.

13, Cultural
a. Land usa (dominant fealures and yses inciuding zoning if applicable)

This {and is cumenlly 2oned F1-Forestry but will have {o be rezoned before being designated as a cemetery.

k. SocialfEconomic {include ethnic and cuttural groups)

The land will remain in poblic ownership although the use of the land will change.

. ArchaeologicatHistorical

Alhough no or-site survey has been conducted, Victoria Dirst from e Wisconsin Department of Nabural
Resources was conlacted and has no knowledge of any anchaeclogical or historical sites present on this parcel.

14, Other Special Resources {e.q.. State Matural Areas, pnme agricultural lands)

Mo special resoUfces are Known.

I ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES {probabk: adverse and beneficial impacts includlng primary, indirect and secandary impacts) ]
18, Physical {include visual if applicable)

This action would cause Douglas Counly to lose 1.61 acres of county forest land,

16,  Biological (include impacis lo Ihreatened/endangered species)

Mo biplogical consequences are anlicipated. The aspen cover fype Lhat is present on This parcel is wall represented on
nearby Douglas County Forest land.

17. Culiural
a. Land Use (include indirecl and secondary impacts)
This parce! will no ionger be forested,
b SocialfEconomic {inciuds elhnic and cubural groups, and zoning if applicable)
No consequences are foreseen at this lime.
. ArchaeclogicaliHistorical

Mo conseguences are foreseen at this time.



18. Otnher Special Resources {e.q., State Natural Areas, prime agricueturai lands))

No consequences are loresean at lhis time.

18, Summary of Adverse Impacts Thal Cannat Be Avcided (more fully discussed in 15 through 18)

The main impact i5 that Douglas County will lose 1.61 acres of forest.

| ALTERNATIVES [no action - enlarge - raduce - modify - other locations andfor methods)

20. Identify, describa and dizcyss feasible atemalives o the proposed action and their impacls. Give particular atention
to altematives which might avoid some or all adverse environmental effects.

No aclion: Land would remain 85 Douglas Counly Forest land and woukd be managed with the rest of the Douglas
County Forest. The Town of Summit Cemetery would not be able to expand.

Ofher locations: Other locations are nol praciical for the Town of Summit,

I EVALGATION OF PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE (Compiete each iteny)

21. Significance of Environmental Eflects

4. Would Lhe proposed project or refated activities subslartially change the qualty of the environment {physical,
biological, socio-economic)? Explain.

This wilhdrawal should nol substanttally change the quality of the environment due 1o its small size and the
shundance of this same aspen cover type on adjacent forest land.

b, Discuss the significance of shor-tert and long-lem emdaronmental effects of the proposed project including
secondary effects; particularly to gecgraphically scarce resources such as histonc or cultural resources, scenic
and recreational resourcas, prime agricultural lands, threatened or endangered species or ecalogically sensilive
areas. (The reversibility of an action affects ihe sxtert or degree of impact}

There should not be significant impacs on histonic of cullural resources and threatened or endangered species
or ecologically sensilive areas since lhese resources are not cumently identified on Lhis parcel.

22, Swgnificance of Cumulafive Effects.

Discuss the significance of reasonably anticipaied cummulative effests on the environment. Consider cumutative effects
from repested projects of the same type, Whal is Lhe likelibocd that similar projects would be repeated? Would the
curnulative effects be more severe or substantially change the qualdy of the environment? Include other aclivities
planned or proposed in the area thal wolld compound gffects o fhe environment.

There is the possibility that similar requasts may be received. Each request wilf be handled on its own menit. The
Douglas County 10 Year Comprehensive plan will guide decisions.

23 Significance of Risk

a. Explain the significance of any unknowns which create substantial uncertainty in predicting effects on the
quality of the environment. What additional studies or analyses would eliminate ar reduce these unknowns?
Explain why these sludes were not done,

The small size and abundant aspen cover [ype in this area should preclude any sigmificant risk to ihe
envirorunment.




24 .

23,

26.

[ Explain the environmentai significance of reascnably anticipated cperating prablems such as malungtions,
spilis. fires, or other hazards (particularly thoze relating to heailth or safety). Consider reasonable detection and
aemergency responsa, and discuss the potential for these hazards.

There are no anticipated operating proflems that would cavse a significant impact on the environmenl.

Significance of Precedan

a. Would a decision on this proposal influence future decisions o foreclose options that may additionaily afiecl the

quality of the environment? Explain the significance.

This action may sel a precedent but each request would he handled as explained in #22.

b. Descrbe any conflicts the proposal has with plans or policy of lecal, state or federal agencies that provide for

the praolection of the environmant. Explain the significance.

There are no known cordicts.

Ciscuss the effects on the quality of the environmeni, including socio-economic effects, Lhat are (or are likeiy 1o ba)
highly controverstal, and summarze the controversy.

There are no known conlroversial effecls o the environment.

Explain ether factors that should be considered in determining the zigniicance of the praposal.

All factors have been proviously covered,

| SUMMARY OF ISSUE IDENTIFICATION ACTIVITIES

7.

28.

Summanze citizen and agency invalvement activities {completed and proposed).

The: Town of Summit approached Douglas County about purchasing a 10 acre parcel for expansion of their cemelery.

Douglas County Forestry Commiltee and County Board of Supervisors approved this wilhdrawal and sale.

The Town of Summil asked for 2 reduction 0 1,61 acres inslead of the 10 acres that they had onginally requasted.

This amendment was approved by Dauglas County.’

List agencies, groups and individuals contacted regarding the project (include DNR personnel and fille).

Dale
q/2 1/05

2/5/98

ar304ey

3/30/93

Contact
Douglas County
Board of Supenvisors

Douglas County
Forest Administrator

' Victona Dirst

ONR Archeologist

David Heath
ONR Endangered
Resources Specialist

Comment Summary
Resalution #175-95 approved withdrawal

Amended application to 1.61 acres

Mo known histarical features.

Mo known endangered or threatened resources.




Progect Nama  Summit Cemetery Withdrawal County Douglas

I DECISION [This decision is not final until certified by the appropriate authority) 1

n accordance with s. 1.11, Stals., and Ch. MR 150, Wis. Adm._ Code, the Departmen is aulhorized and reguired 1o determine
whether it has complied with 5. 1.11, Stats., and Ch. NR 150, Wis. Adm. Code.

29. Complele either A or B below.
A EIS Process Mol Required . . ... ... .0 ... . ... L x]
Analysis of the expectad impacts of this proposal is of sufficient scope and detail to conclude that this is not a
major action which would significantly affecl the quality of the human environment. |0 my opinion therefore, an
environmental impact staterment is not required pricr i0 final action by the Department on this project.

B. Major Action Reguiring the Full EIS Process. . ..... .. [ ]

The proposa s of such magnilude and complexity with such considerable and importar impacts on the gquality
of the human environment thal it constitutes 8 major action signiicantly affecting the quality of the human

environment.
Aok e oo
Signature of Evaluator Date Signed
/ﬁ?iﬁ// Z) : fé’ /é/ )
MNoted. TearmvSub-tgam Sup or'or Bureau Director i / Date Signed

Copy of news release or other notice attached? K] ves [ Mo
Number of responses te public natice o

Public response log attached? [¥]Yes [ | Ne

CERTIFIED TG BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH WEPA ]
% ] /’::Z/.ﬁ”/ fars
Regianal Diractor or rof ISS Pv’designee] ] Y Date Signed
] HOTICE OF APPEAL RIGHTS ]

If you belina thal you hiave a nght to challenge Lhis decision, you should know that Wrssansin statites and administrative rulas sstablish time
pericds within which requests ta review Degartment decisions must be fled.

For judicial review of a ¢acision pursuant bo sections 227,52 and 227,53, Stats., you have 30 days afler the decision is mailed, or othersise
served by the Depatment, to file vour petition with the appropriate crtat court and serve the petition ¢n the Departmenl. Such a petitien for
judicial ravigw shalt name the Deparlment of Matural Resources as the respandent.

Ta requesl a contested case hearng pursaant to section 227 42, Stats., you have 30 days after the dacision is mailed, or atharwise served by
the Department, fo serve a petilion for hearng on the Sacretary of the Depanment of Natural Resqurces. The filing of a request for a
conlesled cass hearing i3 Not @ prerequisite for judicial review and dees nol extend the A0-day penod far filing a petition for jidicial review.

Mote: Mot all Depariment decisions raspecting envirgnmental impact, such as these involving sofid waste of hazardous waste lacilibes under
sechions 144 43 lo 144 47 and 144 60 o 144 74, Slals., ave subedt to the contesled cage hearing provisions of sechon 227 42, Stats.

This nolice 15 provided pursuant to section 227.48(2), Siats.
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