
ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS AND DECISION ON THE 
NEED FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS) 
Form 1600-1 Rev. 2-99 Slate o'W'"""""" Depa~menl of NaWral Resoucces 
(DNR) 

Reg•on or Bureau: Nort~em 

Type Ust D=gnaMn NR 150.03{8)(d)t c 

Contact Porson Rod Fouks 

NOTE TO REVI~ERS Comments should addJess 
completeness. accuracy Of lhe EIS deciSion. For yoor 
C001men1s to be considered. t~ey musl be received by 

the conlact pe($<ln before 

Title Douglas County Forest L<aiSon 

Acldress PO Bux 60 

Gordoo WI 54838 

(~me) (date) TeJephone Number (715)376-2299 

Applican1 Douglas County Forest>r Department 

Address· PO Bo~ 211 
solon Springs. WI 54873 

T1tle ot Proposal: Dol>g'as County Forest Land WitMrawal 

Location: County Douglas C1tyfrownNIIIage Township ol Surnm~ 

Township. Range & Sectmn(s) ptoiGL 2. Sec 18. T46N· RISW 

PROJECT SUMMARY 

1 General Descnpbon (bnel overv1ew) 

Douglas Coonty proposes to withdraw 1 61 acres from the County Forest Law. 28.11 . WI Statutes. and sell thiS lard to 
the Town of Summit for an expansion of an exisUng cemetery. Th1s lam! is adjacent !o !he cemetery ThiS land is 
described as the 113" lying immediately west and OOjac:ent to the eXIsljng Town ol Summ" Cemetary and soLith of the 
north secti0<1 line ol Sectron 18. in Gollllot2. Sec 18 T46N. R15 W 

2 Purpose and Need (include history and beckg.aund as appropriate) 

1 he Town of Summ1t has a need to expand their e;<~sttng cemetery and appmache<l Douglas Counly Forest about 
buymg adjacent lat>d west olthe cemete>r 

3 AuthorJties and Approvals (ll>t local. state and f..OOral pe~mols or approvals required) 

Authority is proVI<Ied in the Douglas Counly Forest 11). Year Comprehensive plan. Douglas County Forest>r Ordinance 
and Chapter 28.11. Wl Statutes. The Douglas County Board of Supervisors has passed a resolution to petillon the 
Wisconsm Department ol Natural Resources to begin withdrawal of the above descnbed percel. 

4. Estimated Cost and Funding Source 

The cost of the >nvestigation at\d processing the proposed wotMrawal IS not known No app-asal is ne<>:Jed because 
the land is to be s<>d to another unrt of government. The land will be sold to the Town of Summ1t for $201 
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PROPOSED PlfYSICAL CHANGES (More fully describe the proposal] I 
5_ Manipulation of Teneslr!al Resources (rnclude relevant quMtities - sq. ft., cu yard., etc.) 

The Town of Summit plans on cleanng the land and addir>g this acre119e to their a>melery. Removal of sort mate11al is 
not anticipated 

Manrpulallon of Aqua1ic Resources ~nclude relevant quantities - cis , ac.-e faet, MGD, ate ) 

There are "" aquatic resourws present on thiS sUe_ 

Build1ngs, Treatment Unrts. Roads and Other Structures (include srze of facilities, road miles, etc) 

No buildrng or roads are planned tor lhrs s~e-

8_ f:mrss1ons and Discharges (Include relevant charactenst1cs and quan@es) 

There are none anbc1pated. 

9_ Other Changes 

No other changes proposed_ 

10 Identify the maps, plans and other descriptive matenal attacfled 

Altacl1ment 
Attacl1ment 
Attachment 
Attachment 
Attachment 

County map showing !he general area of the project 
x USGS tOpographiC map 

-Sita development plan 
x Plat map 

DNR county wetlands map 
Attachment Zon1ng map 
Attachment x Other aerial phot<?Qraph _ 

[ ] Literature/correspondence (spedfy major sources) 

[ x] Personal Contacts (liSt in ~em 28) 

Freid Analy••• By, [ x ] Author ( ] Other (fr•tin item 28) 

Past Experience With S~e 8y: [ ] alllhor [ ] Other Qist io rtem 28) 

11 Physre<l ~opography- sols- waler ·a") 

This parcel is generalty natterra1n ove~yrng clay SOliS No wetlands are located on thrs parcel. 
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12. Biological (dom•nant aquat•c and terrestnal plant Md animal species and hab1t.ts mcludmg threatened/endangers<! 
SpecJes; wetland amounts. tyr>es and hydraulic value) 

ThiS uplalld plant community 1s compnsed predominantly of e middle aged aspen forest type_ Many common Wlldlffe 
speCJes •nhabit portions of lh1s parcel No threatened/endangered spec•es are known to 1nhab1t thiS p;3rcel. 

13_ Cultural 

a Land use (dominant features and ~ses including zoning •f applicable) 

This land is currenUy zoned F1-Forestry blll Will have to be rezoned before being desognat"<J as a cemetery 

So101ai/Economic (in<;lude ethnic and cu~ural groups) 

The land Will remain in publ•c ownership although the use of the land w11i change_ 

Archaeolog•cat/Histoncal 

A~hough 110 Dn·site survey has been conducted, VictOIIa D1rst from the Wlscon"'n Department of Natural 
Resources was contacted and has no knov.Oedge of any archaeolog•cal or h1slorical Sites present on this parcel 

14 Other Special Resources (e.g , State Natural Areas, pnma agricultural lands) 

No special resources are known 

EloiVIRONMENTAL COt!$ QUENCES (probable adverso and beneficial impacts including primary, mdi...,ct and .. comlary ;mpacts) 

15 Ph)'S"cal (include v1sual ff applicable) 

This ac~on would cause Douglas County to lose 1.61 acres of rounty forest land. 

16, Biological (include impacts to threatefled/enclengered speCJes) 

No biological consequences are anbapated Tl1e aspen cover type that IS present on lh1s parcel•• well represented 011 
nearby Douglas County Forest land_ 

17 Cullural 

a. Land Use (inciuile •nd<fec\ a.nd secondary impacts) 

Th1s parc<'l will no longer be forested. 

Social/Economic (inctuda ethnic and cultural groups, and zonir.g d applfcable) 

No consequences are foreseen at thiS l11ne. 

ArchaeotogicaUHmtorical 

No coosequences are foreseen at this ijme 
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18_ other Spccral Resources (e.g , Stale Natural Areas. pnme agncuhurallands)) 

No consequences are loreseen at lh1s t•me 

19_ Summary of Adverse Impacts That Can net Be Avoided (more fully drscLJSsed rn 15 lhrough 18) 

The mam impact IS lhat Douglas County will lose 1.61 aCies of forest 

No action: Land would remain as Douglas Counly Forest land and woukf be mar-.aged wrth the rest of !he DolJ9Ias 
County forest The Town of Summ~ Cemetery would nol be able to exP<Jnd 

Oltler locaiiOlls- Other locations are nol pract•cal for lhe Town of Summrt. 

j EVAlUATION OF PRCI.IECT SIGNIFICANCE (Complete each item) 

21 Significance of Env~ronmental Effects 

a. Would the proposed project or related act1vities subslant"rally change the qualrty of the enwonmenl (physical, 
biological. socio-economic)? Explain 

Tllrs withdrawal should not substantially change tile qualrty of the environment due to •ts small si~e and the 
abundance ollh1s same aspen co..,r type on adjacent fo""st land 

Discuss !he sognmcance of short-term and long-term Mvlfonmental effects of lhe proposed project includrng 
secondary effects, part•cula!ly to geographically scarce resources such as hrstonc or cultural ""sources. scenic 
and recreat10MI ""'ources. prime agricultural lands, threatened or endangered species or ecologrcally scnsi11ve 
areas_ (The reversibility of an ac~on affects the extenl or degree of impact) 

There should not be signmoant impacts on hisb;Jric or cultural resources and threatened or endangered species 
or eoologrcall)' sensibve areas srnce !hese resources are not currently identmed on !his parcel. 

22 Stgnflicance of Cumulative Effects_ 

Discuss the signrficance of reasonably anticiP<Jted cumulatwe effects on the environment Consider cumulative effects 
from repeated proJects of the same type. Whal IS lhe likelihood lhal s1milar projects would be repeated? Would the 
cumulative effects be more severe or substanlially change the qual~y of the environment? Include other acl•v•t•es 
planned or proposed 1n lhe area thai would compour-.d effects on the envoronment 

There is the possrbdity that similar requests may be received. Each request Will be handled on •ts own merit Tlle 
Douglas County 1 0 Year ComprehensiVe plan Will guide dedsions 

23 Significance of Rlsk 

a Explain the signmcance of any unknowns wh1ch create subs\anlial uncerta•nty in predict•ng ellecls on the 
quality of the environment What additional studies or analyses would eliminate or reduce H1ese un~nowns? 
Explain why these studies were r<>1 done. 

The small size and abundanl aspen cover type in th"' area sllould preclude any Slgmficant fiSk 10 the 
enwomnent 

- ' -
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Explain tile environmental significance <Jf reasonably anticipated operating problems such as maKunctions, 
spills_ fires, or oth.er hazards (particularly those relating to health or safety). Consider reasonable detectoon and 
emergency response, and diSCUSS the potential lor these hazards 

There are no anticopated opera~ng problems that would cause a Slgmficant rmpacl on the en111ronment 

24 Significance of Preceden! 

a Would a decis""' on this proposal inHuence future dedsions or foreclose optrons that maY additronalty afiect the 
quality of the envoronment? E>plarn the signfficance 

ThiS actFon may set a precedent bert each request W<Juld he handled as explaoned 1n #22_ 

Describe any confflcts the proposal Ms with plans or pol1cy ollocal, state or federal agencoes !hat provide fur 
the protection of the environment Explain the signrlicance. 

There are no known conflrcls 

25. Discuss the ellecls on the quatily of the enwonmen1. iOOuding socio-econom>c effects. that are (or are lokely to be) 
highly controversial, and summan;:e the controversy 

There are no known controvers"'l effects to tne environment 

26. Exptarn other factors that should be considered in determ•ning the sognrlicance of the proposal 

All factors haoe been prov1ousty cooered. 

I SUMMARY OF ISSUE iDENTIFICATION ACTIVITIES 

27. Summarize citizen and agency involvement actrvrties (completed and proposed) 

The Town of Summil approached Douglas County about purcMsmg a 10 acre parcel for expansion of therr cemetery 

Douglas County Forestry Comminee and county Board of Supervisors apprnve<J this wolhdrawat and sate_ 

The Town of Summit asked fur a reduction to 1 .61 acres instead of the 10 acres thai they had onginally requested_ 

This amendment was approved byDou~as County_ 

2B LIS! agencoes. groups and indiVIduals contaci<M regarding the project (mclude DNR personnel and Iitie) 

2!5199 

3130199 

3130199 

Contact ---
Douglas county 
Board of Supervisors 

Douglas County 
Forest Admonrstrator 

VIctoria Dirst 
DNR Archeologost 

David Heath 
DNR Endangered 
Resources Specialist 

- ' -

Comment Summa!)' 
Resolution #176-95 approved Withdrawal 

Amen<led application to 1.61 acres 

No known historical features 

No known endangered or threatened resources 
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Proj<!CI Name Summit Cemetery W~hdrawal County Douglas 

DECISION llhis dscrsion is not final until certified by tile appropriate authority> 

In accordance wrth s_ 1 11, Slats., and Ch NR 150, Wis Adm. Code, the Department is au!Monze<t and requr"'d to determine 
whether rt has complied wrth s_ 1.11, Slats, and Ch_ NR 150, Wis Adm_ Code. 

29 Complete e1ther A orB below 

EIS Process Not Required. I <l 

Analysis of the expected impacts of this praposal is of sufficient scope and deta1t to condude that thiS is not a 
major action wil1ch would signrficantly affect !Me qualtly of the human environment In my oprntoo there/of@, an 
enwoomental impact statement is flO! requtred pnor to !mat action by the Department on this project 

Major Actton Requiring the full EtS Process l l 

The proposal ·,s crt such magnitude and complextty with such cons1der<lble and 1mportam tmpacts on the qu.alrty 
of the human environment that it constitutes a ma;or action s>gnificantly affecttng !Me quality of the human 
enwonment 

Signature of Evaluatoc 

Copy of r\ews releaS€ or other n<ll<ce attad>ed? 

Number of responses to publ<c not1ce 0 

Public r<!Sponse log attached? IXJ Yes [ ] No 

I CERTIFIED TO BE IN COMPLIANCE Wtl'ti WEPA 

Date S<gned 

' ' " 

For JUdi<>al ''"'""'of a <le<>SiM pun;uam to sect1ons 227 52 atld 227.53, Slats , you """" 30 days a~er tile dee>s1on ,. mOiled, or othe.-...S<r 
served by the Dopartmer'll, to file your !"'1rt1on IWh tile appropriate e>rer,~ oou~ and serve the !"'~Oion 0<1 the Departmenl. Suoh a petrtion for 
JUdicial revlf!W shall name the Department of Natural Resources as tho respO<]<Iefll_ 

To ""'UOSt a contested oase heanng pu,.uant to section 227 42. Star. , you have 30 days after the doo,s<on ,. mailed, or othorw,se ..,,....,;~ by 
tile Departmenl to serve a pe!IUon tor hearmg oo tM Seo.-.tary of tile Department of Natural Resomoes The fil1ng of a tequest tor a 
oontosfed case heo01 ng " not a prerequtstle tor jud<Clal ""'lew ano d<•>S not extend the 30-day penod lot hhng a pel1Uon Ia< tUd,ooat review 

Note Not all Department d&ers.ons "'""""ng e""'ronmental impact. such astlrose 'nvolv1ng solid waste or ha<ardous W3Sto fa.otitres under 
"'"'"'"' 144 4J to 144 47 and 144 60 to 144 74, Slats., ate subl"<t to the contested case heodng pr<Wtsions of soctron 227 42. Slats_ 

This nollee IS pt<rvrded putSuant to se<:l1on 227 48(2), S!ats 

- ' -
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