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ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS AND DECISION ON THE NEED 
FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS) 
Form 1600-1 Rev. 6-2001 

NOTE TO REVIEWERS: ThiS document is a DNR environme.ntal 
analysis that evaluates probable environmental effecls and decides on 
the need for an EIS. The attached analysiS includes a descril)lion of the 
proposal and the affected environment. The DNR has reviewed the 
attachme-nts and, upon certification, accepts responsibility for their scopo 
and content to fulfill requirements ins. NR 150.22, WiS. Adm. Code. 
Your comments should address completeness. accuracy oc the EIS 
decision. For your comments to be considered, they must be received by 
the contact p4l<Son before 4:30p.m., April16, 2004. 

Applicant: Douglas County Forestry Department 

Address: PO Box 211 
SOLON SPRINGS WI 54873 

Title of Proposal: Douglas County Forest Land W~hdrawal 

Location: County: Douglas C~yfTownNillage: Towns hip of Wascott 

Township Range Section(s): S% NE Y. NE Y. NE Y. Sec. 12 T43N R12W 5 acres 

PROJECT SUMMARY 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 

Region or Bureau 
Northern 
Type List Designation 
NR 150.03(8)(d)1.c. 

Contact Person: 

Todd Anderson 

Tftle: Douglas County Forest Uaison 

Address: POBOX60 

SOLON SPRINGS WI 54838 

Telephone Number 

(715) 376-2299 

1. Brief overview of the proposal induding the DNR action (include cost and funding source if public funds involved) 

Douglas County proposes to withdraw 5 acres that iS located in the Town of Wascott from the County Forest Law, s. 28.11, WI Slatu1es, and trade 
a for a parcel of land in the Town ol Gordon that is owned by the Township. The Douglas County Boar<! resolution stipulates that the traded parcel 
will be of equal value. This newly acquired parcel will be entered under the County Forest Law. Mature jack pine was harvested ftom the proposed 
withdrawal sae in 1999 and replanted to jack pine. This parcel is bounded on the east side by State Highway 53. 

2. Purpose and Need (include history and background as appropriate) 

The Townships of Gordon and Wascotl jointly own the Advanced Life Support-Intermediate Service that provides ambulance service for 911 
dispatched emergencies, non-emergency hospital transport and fire department standby at structure fires within the two townships. Formerly a 
Basic Life Support service serving the Town of Gordon. it is now operated as a department of both towns. At the present time the ambulance 
seMce houses its two ambulances in the same building as the Gordon Fire Department The rest of the ambulance operation- offiCe, supplies, 
and equipment storage is located about 1 mile a!Nay in space rented from a Gordon church. 

3. Authorities and Approvals (lis! local, stale and federal permas or approvals required) 

Authority is provided in the Douglas County Foresi10.Year Comprehensive Management Plan, Chapter 900, Section 905, Paragraph (11); Douglas 
County Forestry Ordinance and Chapter 28.11, WI Statutes. The Douglas County Boar<! of Sup4l<visors has unanimously passed a resolution to 
P<!lition the Wisconsin Department of Nalural Resources to begin withdrawal of the abov~escribed parcel 



PROPOSED PHYSICAL CHANGES (more fully describe tile proposal) 

4. Manipulation of T enestfial Resources (include relevant quantities • sq. ft .• cu. yard. etc.} 

The approach to Highway 53 will need to be graded in order to provide for a driveway. The site is fairly level. but soil will have to be moved in order 
to provide a level area for a building and helicopter landing pad site. It is unknown what volume of soil will have to be moved in order to construct 
lhe proposed facil~y. 

A snow·mobile trail is present on the parcel. This trail will need to be relocated in order to accommodate the bulldil\9 site and to ptovide a safe 
operating distance from the helicopter landing pad. 

5. Manipulation of Aquat;c Resoorces (include relevant quantities .. cfs, acre feet, MGO, etc.) 

There are no aquatic resources present on this site. 

6. Buildings, Treatment Units, Roads and Other Structures {include size of facilities, road miles, etc.) 

The townships propose to construct a building to house three vehicles. and provide space for offices. training. and supplies. A ptelitninary floor 
plan proposes a building 40xt 02 feet in size. In add~ioo, space is needed for a helicoplef landing pad, fueling station and possibly a septic field. 
The site will need to be: gtaded in order to provide a driveway connecting to Highway 53, and to provide a level site fOf the building and 
helicopter landing pad. 

7. Emissions and Discharges (ind ude relevant eharacteristics and quantities} 

No emissions or discharges. 

8. Olhe< Changes 

No other changes are pfOposed. 

9. Identify the maps, plans and other descriptive material attached 

Attachment X County map showing I he general area of the pr~\ 

At!achmenl X USGS topographic map 

Auachmenl S~e developmenl plan 

Anachment X Plat map 

Attachment DNR county wetlands map 

Attachment Zoning map 

Attachment X Otller - Describe: Building plan, correspondence 

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT (describe exisling fealures I hat may be affected by proposaQ 

10. lnfonnalion Based On (check all lhal apply): 

0 uterature/correspondence (specify major sources) 

~ Personal Contacls (lisl in ~em 26) 

Field Analysis By: ~ AlllhO< 0 Other (lisl in ilcm 26) 

Past Experience W~h Site By: 0 Olher (lisl in ilem 26) 

11. Physical Environment (1opography, soilS, water, air) 

Parcel to be withdrawn: 
The topography is gently rolfing, with sand soils. No wetlands are ICJCated on this parcel 
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PROPOSED PHYSICAL CHANGES (more fully describe the proposal) 

4. Manipulation of Terrestrial Resources {include relevant quantities- sq. ft., cu. yard. etc.) 

The approach to Highway 53 wiJI need to be graded in order to provide foe a driveway. The site is fairly level, but soil will have to be moved in order 
to provide a level area for a building and helicopter landing pad site. It is unknown what volume of soil will have to be moved in order to construct 
the proposed facilijy, 

A snowmobile trail is present on the parcel. This trail will need to be relocated in order to accommodate the building site and to provide a safe 
operating distance from the helicopter landing pad. 

5. Manipulation of Aquatic Resources (include relevant quantities- cfs, acre feel, MGD, etc.) 

There are no aquatic resources present on this site. 

6. Buildings, Treatment Units. Roads and Other Structures (include size of facilities, road miles, etc.) 

The townships propose to construct a building to house three vehicles, and provide space for offices, training. and supplies. A preliminary floor 
plan proposes a building 40x102 feet in size. In addition, space is needed for a helicopter landing pad, fueling station and possibly a septic field. 
The site will need to be graded in Otder to provide a driveway connecting to Highway 53, and to provide a level site for the building and 
helicopter landing pad. 

7. Emissions and Discharges (include relevant characteristics and quantnies) 

No emissions or discharges. 

8. Other Changes 

No other changes are proposed. 

g, Identify !he maps, plans and other desctiplive material attached 

Attachment X County ma.p showing the general area of the project 

Attachment X USGS topographic map 

Anachment Sije development plan 

Attachment X Plat map 

Attachment DNR county wetlands map 

Attachment Zoning map 

Attachment X Other - Desalbe: Building plan, correspondence 

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT (describe existing features that may be affected by proposaQ 

10. Information Based On (check alt that apply) : 

0 literature/correspondence (specify major sources) 

[gl Personal Contacts (list in ~em 26) 

Field Analysts By: [gl Author 0 Other (list in item 26) 

Past Experience With Site By: 0 Other (list in item 26) 

11. Physical Environment (topography, soils, water, air) 

Parcel to be withdrawn: 
The topography is gently rolling, with sand soils. No wetlands are located on !his parcel 



18. Other Special Resources (e.g., State Natural Areas. prime agncuRural lands) 

No constquences ate rcceseen allhis time. 

1S. Summary o1 Ad\H!'!Se Impacts Thai CaMOI Be AYOided (more fuly discussed In 15 throogh 18) 

A torcstcd site will be developed. removing 5 acres ot county forest land hom timber production. 

DNR EVALUATION OF PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE (comptele each item) 

20. Environmental Effects and Their Signific<lnce 

a. Discuss wtlich or the primary and secondary envirormental effects 6sted in the environmental consequences section are ~erm Of short· 
term 

The e<>n$1rudion ol the driveway. p;rting lol, building, fueling station. helicopter landing pad and seplle system are atllong.term impads upon 
tho s~o. 

b. Oiseun which of the primary and secondary environmental effects listed in the environmental consequ~nces section are effects on 
geographically scarce resources (o.g. historic or cultural resources, sconlc and reaeational resources, prime agricultural lands, threalened or 
endangered resources Of ecologically sensitive areas). 

Impact of environmet~tal effects will be minimal due to the nature and limited &ize of the proposed project. There are no unique or special 
environmental qualities on this parcel. 

e. Discuss the exte<~t to which the pronary and secondary environmental effects listed in the cllWonmental eOMequenees section are reversible 

If the ltte es not de'Jel oped. then no adYCtSG enWormental consequences >Mn occur. 

21. SignifiCance ol Cumulative Effects 

Discuss tho signifJCance of reasonably anliclpated cumulative effects on lho oovironment (and energy us ago, if applicable). Consider cumulative 
effecls from repeated projects of the san>G typo. Woold the cumulative effects bo more severe or substantially change the qual~y of the 
environ mont? Include other activities planned or proposed in the area thai woukl compound effects on tho environment. 

Similar requests m.ay be teceived. Each request will be considered 011 its own merit AJI withdrawal requests are considered only if they are 
environmentally sound and~ the w~h<ltawal •~ a higher use and ber1ef~ lOt the ai>:e<~s ol OO<Jglos CO<Jnty. Wdhdrawal is considered only 
If there are no other ahernalives.. 

22. Sognrfieanc<o ol Risk 

a. Explain the significance of any unknowns thai create substantial uncertainty in predicting effects on &he quat1ty of the en \!ironment. What 
add~lonal studies or analysis would etlminate or reduce these unknowns? 

Thcro should be no unknowns aHocting risk to the quality of the environment. This is a routine construction ptcject requiring no special studies 
or tests. 

b. E)(pl.ain the environmental significance of reasonabty anticipated operating pr~ems such as malfunctions, spills, fires Ot other hazards 
(Pat1iwlarty those relating to health or safety). Consider reasonable dotectloo and emergenc:y respot~Se. and diseuss the potentlal for these 
haziWds. 
The proposed fueing station presents the potential for a ha.ardous spol ol fuel into the environmenl If ~ is constructed to current state code, 
( sheuld present very little or no hazard. 

23. Sigmf~eanee ol Precedent 

Would ' decision on this propos.al influence futuro decisions or foreclose options that may additionalty affect l he Quality ol the environment? 

Prccecter~t has already been established with similar withdrawals from the County Forest Program. Future reQuests will be 
evaluated based on the mer~s of indMdual eases as established in Coonty Forest 10 year plan chapter 420.2. 

Describe any conflicts the propeeal has wijh plans Of policy of local. state Of fedora! agencies. Explain the signifiCance of each. 

No known conflicts exist. 
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Significance of Controversy Over Environmental Effects 

Discuss the effects on the quality ot the environment, including socio-economic effects, tfl.at are (« ase likely to be) highty controversial. and 
summarize I he controv~rsy. 

An are3 is being taken out d timber production and <levetoped wlh an asphalt driveway, parking 1o1 and btJitdings on view eta major state 
highway. The perception may be IMI more forest is beng cleated lor development 

AlTERNATIVES 

25. Brielly describe the impacts of no acticn and of a1temalives lhat wou'd decrease or eliminate advetse environmental effects. (Refer to any 
appropriate alternatives from the applicant Of anyone e lse.) 

If this land trodo would not occur. then no building would tako placo on the tract of land. The site would continue to be managed for jack p ine. 

SUMMARY OF ISSUE IOENTIFICATION ACTMTIES 

26. Lisl agencies. eitzen groups OOd lndMduals contacted rega«<lng the p<oject (inco.do DNR pe!Sonneloncl \Jtle}and summarize p\blic contac<s. 
oomf)leted or prcpcsed). 

Date Contacl 
12101!03 Douglas County Forest, POO<s 

And Recreallon Committee 

12/01/03 Todd Ande<son- DNR Liaison 
Forester 

12/18/04 Douglas County Board d 
SuperviSor$ 

02/24/04 AI ToiZcl - DNR NOR Forestry 
Specialist 

3!01104 Victoria Olrst 
ONR·Archeotogist 

3101104 Douglas County Zoriog OffiCe 

3110/4 Eiza~ Spencer 
DNR Endangered 
Resources Specialist 

C<mment Summary 
Recommended wihdrawal to County Board 

At1eoded Forest. Parks and Recreation Committee meeting. Advised withdrawal request would have 
to go through normal process and meet statutory requirements. 

ResoluUon 148-1>3 ~pproved withdrawal 

Advised County Clerk environmental assessment would be developed and may &olielt public 
comment 

No known archeologk:aVhistOiicatleatures 

No endangered or threatened resources wihin parcel beiog deYeloped. Traded parcel by Hwy. A 
contains some buttcdiiH and a planllisted by the srate as species ol 5pecfal coneem. 



-
ProjeQt Name: Town of Gordon/Wascott Advanced Life Support Site Request County: Douglas 

DECISION (This decision Is nol final until certified by tho appropriate authority) 

. d Ch NR 150 Adm Code the Department is authorized and required to determine whether~ has, eompUed wrt.h ln accordance with s. 1.1 1, Stats., an . • · • 
s.1.11, Slats., and Ch. NR 150, Wis. A<!m. Codo. 

Complete efthet A or B below: 

A. EIS Process Not Required ~ 
· 1 ffi · 1 o and detail to conclude that this Is not a major action which 

The attached analysis of the ~xpected Impacts of this _proposall st of su ~~~~n n scth:for& an environmental impact statement is not required priot 
wouJd sJgnincMtly affect the quality of the human envtronmen . n my op1010 , • 
to final action by the Department. 

B Majo< Action Requlrlrog tnt F"t ElS Process 0 
I ~ f h ~·de and complexity with sucll considerabie and important impact& on the quality of the human environment that It The proposa no o sue magn"u . 

constitutes a major action significantly affecting the quality or the ht.mlan envrronmcnt. 

= 

I Dale Signed 

6 'i (o-;._ / ;t.Oo i 

Number or responses to ne-ws. release or other notice: 

Environmental Analysis and Liaison Pr Date Signed 

-¥I -z- ~ /zot!J r 

NOTICE OF APPEAL RIGHTS 

II you believe that you have a right to challeroge Ills decision, you ohoutd know that WIOCOI\Sin statutes and adminislralivc nAes estabfosh time periods 
within whleh rcquesiS to review Department decisions must be riled. 

For judicial review of a decision pursuant to see11ons 227,52 and 227.53, Stats., you have 30 days after tl1e decision Is mailed, or otherw ise served by 
the Department, to file your petition with the appropriate circuit court end serve the petition on the Department Such a petition for jtldicial review shall 
nome the Department of Nalurar Resources as the respondent. 

To request a contested case hearing pursuarn to section 227.42, Stats., you have 30 days after the decision Is mailed, or otherwise se.ved by tho 
Departme~ to serve a petrtlon for hearing on the S<!cretaly o( tile Department of Natural Res<>urces. The ru,g o( a reqtJQst for a contested case 
hearing 1$ not a prerequis•eror judicial review and doe$ not extend tho JO..day period for fiHng a petition for judicial reviow. 

Note: Not an Department d«.lslons respecting environmental impact. such as those Involving soiJd waste or hazardous waste faciJhles under sections 
144.43 to 144.47 and 144.60 to 144,74, Slats., are subject to the contested case hearing provisions of seccion 227.42, Sial$. 

This notlce Is provided pursuant to section 227 .48(2). StaT$. 
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