CRVIRONMENTAL ANALYFLY AND DECISION 0y THE 2D
CORAN FAVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (IE

Cepartnient of Naivral Resources (DNR)

Formy 601 By -G wamet or Bureat
Narthern Region
Tize List Desionaticn
NOTE 70 REVIEWERS: This decument 1z & DRR envirermental analvsis that Corlact Persen
evaluates probable environmental effects ard decides cr the reed for an Thomas A. Duke
EIS. The attached analysis includes a description of the proposal and Lhe Tl County Forest Liai
affected environment. The DNR has reviewed ke allachments and. upon e ounty Forest Liaison
certificalion, accepts responsibility for Lheir scope and conlent te (ulfill
requirements i s, MR 150.22, Wis. Adm. Cede. Your comments should Address 1635 Neva Road, P.0. Box 310
address campleteness. accuracy or the EiS demsier. For vour commenis to
lpmmcmmdered Lkev must be recerved by the contact persorn befere 4220 Antigo, W1 54409
{date)
Telephone
Number  (715)627-4317

Applicant: Langlade County

Address:  Langlade County Fairgrounds, 1633 Neva Read, Antigo, W1 5H09

Title of Proposal: County Forest Land Withdrawal for Gravel Pii

Location: County Langlade City/Town/Village Town of Ainsworth

Township 33 North, Range 12E Section(s) 34, NESW

PROJECT SUMMARY - DNR Review Intormation Based on:

|ist docunments. plans. studies or memos referred 1o and provide a brief overview

It is proposed to withdraw 40.00 acres of Langlade County Forest land from the County Forest Law, WI Statute 28.11. The withdrawn lund to be maintained in county
ownership for the purpose of creating a gravel pit to be nsed by the Langlade County Highway department. There will be a 29.64 acre piece of county owned land along the Eau
Claire River entered into the County Forest Program to help offset the loss of County Forest Land acreage.

DOCUMENTS

-County Forest Compartment Map of land to be withdrawn (2 sheets)
-County Plat Book Map of land to be withdrawn

-1997 Aerial Photograph of land to be withdrawn

-Langlade County Zoning Map of land te be withdrawn

-County Plat Book Map of land to be entered

-1997 Aerial Photograph of land 1¢ be entered

DNR EVALUATION QF PROJECT SIGNIFICANCE (complete each nem)

1 Environmemal Effects and Their Sigmticance

Discuss the short-term and long-term environmeital etfects of the proposed project. including secondary effects. particularly to geographically scarce resources such as historic or
cultural resources. scenic and recreationai resources. prime agricuhural lands. threatened or endangered species or ecologically sensitive areas. and the significance of these etiects.
{The reversibility of an acuon attects the extent or degree of impact)

The short-term effects will include loss of Hora and fauna due to excavating of the gravel pit. Associated short-term effects will be noise and dust emissions both in the
gravel pit and en the associated town road. These short term effects are minimized due to the location of this proposed site which is in a large 6,000 acre block of county
land with the closest permanent residence being 1.5 miles to the west where prevailing winds will keep noise and dust away from. Long-term effects will include loss of
aspen/northesn hardwood forest, eventually being replaced by red pine or another even-aged species.

2 Significance of Cumulative Effects.

Discuss the significance of reasonably anticipated cumulative effects on the environment (and energy usage. if applicable). Consider cumulative effects from repeated projects of the
same type. Would the cumulative effects be more severe or substantially change the quality of the environment? Include other activities planned or proposed in the area that would
compound eftects on the environment.



There ure no other gravel pits proposed by Langlade County. as this site is to cover the needs of the northeastern part of Langiade County. [ncreased heavy equipment
traffic is anticipated on the associated town road. thus causing increased traffic dangers and road maintenance needs.

3 Signiticance of Risk

) Lxplain the significance of any unknowns which create substantial uncertainty in predicting effects on the quatity of the environment. What additional studies or analysis would
chmnate o5 reduce these unknowns?

No other studies or anaiysis is planned at this time. The incidence of unknowns, due to the nature of a gravel pit operation, should rot cause any significant risk.
b. Explain the environmental significance of reasonably anticipated operating problems such as maltunctions. spills. fires or other hazards (parucularly those relating 1o health or
safety). Consider reasonable detection and emergency response. and discuss the potential tor these hazards.
Possible malfunctions include equipment breakdowns/accidents with possible diesel and oil spillage, fires, or other hazards associated with the use of excavating
equipment and dump trucks.
4 Sigmiticance of Precedent

Would a decision on (s proposal influence tuture decisions or Joreclose options that may additionally atfect the quality of the environment? Describe any contlicts the proposal has
with plans of policy of local, siate or tederal agencies. Explain the signpificance of each.

Future decisions would be approved or disapproved based on their own merit; precedence would not be a significant factor. There will be a 29.64 acre piece of county
owned land along the Eau Claire River entered into the County Forest Program to help offset the loss of County Forest Land acreage.

[opttonal, it applicable)

The Departiment has determined that the proposed project is consistent with the state’s water quality standards for wetlands and is in compliance withthe siate’s water quality
standards for wetlands and is in compliance with Ch. NR 103. Wisconsin Administtative Code.
5. Signiticance of Conmroversy Over Environmental Effects

Discuss the eftects on the quatity of e environment. including socio-economic effects. that are (or are likely to be) highly coniroversial, and summarize the controversy.

Controversy may arise out of the loss of county forest land and aspen/northern hardwood timber type. Improved road conditions throughout the county will result from the
use of this gravel pit. thos increasing vehicle access to areas of the county forest.

ALTERNATIVES

Briefly describe the impacts of no action and of aiternatives that would decrease or eliminate adverse envirenmental effects. (Refer to any appropriate aliernatives from the applicant or
anyone else.)

The county highway committee has explored alternative sites for 2 vears prior to the proposed withdrawal of this site with no other suitable site available. An alternative of
looking for a suitable gravel site on private lands would be cost prohibitive for the county taxpayers.

SUMMARY OF ISSUE IDENTIFICATION ACTIVITIES

List agencies. citizen groups and individuals contacted regarding the project (include DNR personnel and title) and summarize public contacts, completed or proposed.

Date Contact Comment Sumymary
4-14-1998 Langlade Countv Highway Commissioner Attended County Forestry and Parks Cominittee meeting and asked committee for use of land.
4-28-1998 Langlade County Forestry & Parks Toured proposed withdrawal site, 4 of § supervisors in attendance.
Committee
5-4-1998 Langlade County Forestry & Parks Approved resolution #93-98 to withdraw proposed land, sent to full county hoard.
Committee
§5--16-1998 Langlade County Board of Supervisors Adopted resolution #93-98 to withdraw proposed site by a vote of 21 ayes to ¢ noes.
7-22-1998 Antigo DNR Received withdrawal application packet from county forest administrator.
5-4-1998 Rhinelander DNR Received withdrawal application packet from county forest liaison.
8-25-1998 Langlade County Forest Administrator Received letter with several questions concerning withdrawal.
9.8-1998 David Heath. State of Wisconsin DNR National Heritage inventory, stated there were no threatened or endangered species on the proposed
site.
9-9-1998 Rhinelander DNR Received answered questions from tounty forest administrator.

Or-site inspection or past experience with site by evaluator.



¥
Project Name: County Forest Land Withdrawal for Gravel Pit M’ Counky: Langlade

DECISION (This decision is not final until certified by the appropriate authority)

in accordance with s. 1.11. Stats.. and Ch. NR 150, Adm. Code, the Deparuvent is authorized and required to determine whether it has complied with s. 1.11, Stats., and Ch. NR 150,
Wis. Adm. Code.

Compiete either A or B below:

A. EIS Process Not Required E/

The attached analysis of the expected impacts of this proposal is of sufficient scope and detail to conclude that this is not a major action which would significantly affect the quality
of the human environment. [n my opinion, therefore, an envirommental impact statemient is not required prior 1o final action by the Department on this project.

B. Major Action Requiring the Full EIS Process |:|

The proposal is of such magnitude and complexity with such considerable and important impacts on the quality of the human environmert that it constitutes a major action
significantly atfecting the quality of the hurnan environment.

[Sigrature of Evaluator Date Signed / ?
[Noted:  District Staff Specialist o Bureau Director Date Signed

Number of responses t0 néws release or other notice: 0

ICERTIFIED TO BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH WEPA
i

Eslrict D'.r?uor or Director of liw / ; Date Sigr;ej ,g C}/ q 7
/ A— -

NOTICE OF APPEAL RIGHTS .

If you believe that you have a right to challenge this decision, you should know that Wisconsin statutes and administrative ruies establish time periods within which requests to review
Deparnument decisions must be filed.

For judicial review of a decision pursuant to sections 227.52 and 227.53, Stats., you have 30 days after the decision is mailed, or otherwise served by the Depaniment. to file your petition
with the appropriate circuit court and serve the petition on the Department. Such a petition for judicial review shail name the Deparument of Natural Resources as the respondent.

To request a comested case hearing pursuant to section 227.42, Stats.. you have 30 days after the decision is mailed, or otherwise served by the Deparmnent, to serve a petition for hearing

on the Secretary of the Department of Natural Resources. The filing of a request for a contesied case hearing is not a prerequisite for judicial review and does not extend the 30-day period
for filing a petition for judicial review.

Note: Not all Deparimert decisions respecting environmental impact, such as those involving solid waste or hazardous waste facilities under sections 144.43 to 144.47 and 144.60 0
144.74, Suats.. are subject to the contested case hearing provisions of section 227.42, Siats.

This notice 15 provided pursuant to section 227.48(2), Stats.
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S659-16A WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
FINAL STAND INFORMATION - BY COMPARTMENT/STAND NC

PROPERTY: ( 3400) LANGLADE COUNTY
COMPARTMENT: 148 WILDLIFE HABITAT UNIT: 013

o]
-STAND- PRIM TIMBER SECD TIMBER ACRES CRIG HT DBH SI BASAL (CC BOARD B
PREF NO TYPE SIZE D TYPE SIZE DO, YEAR AREA RD FEET J
1 NH 1115 2 NH 0511 2 a7 ooao 2 13 o 76 10 2,500 A
2 NH 1115 2 NH 0511 2 l4a6 pooo 0 10 as 8 3,000 A
3 NH 1115 2 NH 0511 2 107 0000 o 10 116 10 4,400 A
4 NH 1115 2 NH 0s11 2 85 o 11 o B2 9 4,000 A
5 NH 1115 2 NH 0511 2 127 0000 ¢ 11 116 7 31,500 A
6 A 0105 3 NH 0105 1 21 1981 L Q0 &5 3 0 9 A
7 NH 1115 1 NH 0511 1 175 0000 ] 9 65 7 1,500 A
8 NH 1113 1 WNH 0511 1 70 0000 0 B 45 4 1,300 A
9 NH 1115 2 NH 0511 2 38 0000 010 8s 9 3,000 A
10 NH 0511 3 NH 1115 1 162 0000 0 9 0 a4 15 1,260 A
11 NH 1115 2 NH 0511 1 66 oooo Y 2 80 § 1,000 A
12 A 00¢1 3 ) 17 1995 5 1 60 3 Q 9 A
11 A 0001 3 NH 0001 1 14 1994 3 1 70 3 0 9 A
14 GG GH 3 0000 0 ¢ 0 Q 9 A
WILDLIFE OPENING {01-01-3%4)
15 GH GG 9 0000 Q o 0 o} 0 A
WILDLIFE OPENING {01-01-94)
16 NH 1115 3 NH 0511 1 47 0000 9 13 70 7 4,087 A
17 1M 21 Qo000 o} Q 0 9 o A
1B NH 1115 3 NH 0511 2 56 0 12 o} 83 13 2,375 A
19 A 4105 3 0511 5 1982 4 0 65 3 0 H

NH Q
comne Sl 02013 U{S:ozd.rl /s My 3 ) W 3 o c A

TALS! ACR 1,2%¢ CORDS : 10,492 BOARDFEET:

TRACT EXAM
NO YY YEAR
1995
1981
34-96
51-97
315-36
1984
1984
1972
311-97
1994
15-95
1985
1995
1984
1986
1997
1984
35-95
1983
1979
3,104,569

RA
RA

BB

RE

RE

DATE:

PACE: 147

01/09/98

MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES -----
TREAT - - --PLANNED- - - -
TYPE TREAT CODE YEAR

L~}

a

0
0

2010
1938

2022
2005
2002
2006

2017

2036

2012

2024
1985

SCHEDULED
YEARS

1998

2005
2002
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FARMS + LAKE PROPERTY
HOMES + BUSINESS PROPERTY

(Ldama Keal Gotate

DANIEL M. ADAMS - LICENSED BROKER

W11806 Adams tane
Antigo, Wisconsin 54409

FEED - SEED - FERTILIZER
LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES

GENERAL

Feeds and Seeds, Inc.

. Mill Street - P.O. Box 176

. Birnamwood, Wisconsin 54414
U.m (715) 449-3166 or (800) 590-4497
N

PHONE: {715) 627-7446
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