Asbestos — Renovation or Demolition AM-424 2011
Requirements

A building owner or operator (owner, lessee, contractor or consultant) is required to
inspect any structure(s) they plan to renovate or demolish and notify the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) if any asbestos-containing material (ACM) is present.
Chapter NR 447 in Wisconsin Administrative Code describes the situations in which asbestos
removal is regulated and building inspection and notification requirements.

What is Asbestos?

Asbestos is a widely used, mineral-based material that resists heat and corrosive chemicals.
Typically, asbestos appears as a whitish, fibrous material which may release fibers that range in
texture from coarse to silky. Airborne fibers can cause health damage and may be too small to
see with the naked eye. Any material containing greater than 1% asbestos is considered a
regulated asbestos containing material (RACM). Asbestos minerals are also known by these

names:

\ Chrysotile v Tremolite

\' Amosite v Anthophylite
\ Crocidolite v Actinolite

Dangers of Asbestos Exposure

Many adverse health effects may result from even the smallest exposure to asbestos. Just one
fiber in the lungs could cause cancer. Larger fibers can be a skin irritant, similar to fiberglass.
Swallowed fibers could cause cancer of the digestive system. Breathing asbestos can cause lung
cancer. Asbestos can also cause mesothelioma or cancer of the lining of the stomach or lungs.
No cures exist for these asbestos-related cancers.

Who Regulates Asbestos?

Various state and federal agencies regulate asbestos in many ways. The United States
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) regulate asbestos as an air pollution. The USEPA has regulations in the Clean Air Act
under the National Emission Standard for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAPS) rules, which were
established in the mid-1970s. The DNR implemented those requirements through the Wisconsin
Administrative Code chapter NR 447 in 1979. Either agency can enforce requirements in
Wisconsin.

Small Business: Know the FACTS

What are the Requirements if Asbestos is Found in a Workplace or Home?

The key elements of the asbestos requirements are:

1. Inspection 4. Removal
2. Notification 5. Disposal
2. Fees
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For any building renovation or demolition, all RACM must be removed prior to any work being done. RACM
in good condition that will not be disturbed during renovation or demolition may be allowed to remain in
place.

Depending on the type of RACM present in the building, different parts of the rule may apply. To determine
which parts of the rule apply, an inspection of the building is necessary. The inspector must be certified
under the Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services regulations. After inspection, a notification
must be sent to the DNR. Both the inspection and notification must occur before any renovation or
demolition begins. Subsequent removal and disposal of asbestos must follow the procedures identified in the
rule.

What is the difference between renovation and demolition? Renovation is defined as altering a building in
any way, including removing asbestos from a component of the building. Demolition involves the removal or
damage of any load- bearing structural member of a building and includes intentional burning of the
building.

Are there Exemptions?

If you own a single, residential dwelling unit (one structure only; even a house with unattached garage is two
units) that is not part of a larger project of demolitions (for commercial development, etc.), and that is not
being used in a fire training burn, then you are exempt from the notification requirements.

That same single residential dwelling, used for a fire training burn, is considered a demolition. In that case,
you must notify DNR. This type of demolition is exempt from the fee. All RACM must be removed prior to
burning.

Following the Proper Requirements:

Inspections
Make sure the inspector is certified by Department of Health Services. To find a certified inspector:
= Contact WI Department of Health Services, Asbestos and Lead Unit, 608-261-6876
= Check your local yellow pages under asbestos consultants or asbestos removal & abatement
Notification
For each notification, you must submit DNR form 4500-113. Notification is required for any demolition
activity, whether or not asbestos is present. Submit a notification for renovations that will disturb more than:
= 260 linear feet of RACM, or
= 160 square feet of RACM

The notification must be postmarked 10 working days prior to starting a project. Fees apply to all
demolitions/renovations that meet the requirements for notification. A Notification of Demolition and/or
Renovation and Application for Permit Exemption (form 4500-113) can be found at http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/
Demo/Asbestos.html.

Fees
The fee structure includes fees for both permit exemption review and compliance inspections. The fees apply
to any renovation and demolition projects where a notice is required. The facility type must also be subject
to the regulations. The fee must be included with the notification and is not refundable.
= $75: If the demolition project involves less than 260 linear feet or less than 160 square feet of friable
asbestos containing material, or none.
= $225: If the renovation or demolition project involves removal of at least 260 linear feet or 160
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square feet of friable asbestos containing material and a combined linear and square footage less
than 1000.
= $400: If the renovation or demolition project involves the removal of friable asbestos containing
material with a combined linear and square footage equal to or greater than 1000 and less than 5000.
= $750: If the renovation or demolition project involves removal of friable asbestos containing material
with a combined linear and square footage equal to or greater than 5000.

To calculate the index of combined linear and square footage, add together the number of linear feet plus
the number of square feet of friable asbestos containing material.

Removal and Disposal of Asbestos

It is important to adequately wet RACM to prevent any visible emissions. Even so, absence of visible
emissions is not sufficient evidence that RACM is adequately wet. Wetting that would unavoidably damage
equipment is not required if the owner/operator supplies DNR sufficient information to explain the situation.
If DNR determines damage is unavoidable, the contractor shall use a local exhaust ventilation and collection
system designed and operated to capture particulates produced by the stripping and removal be used. All
asbestos-containing waste shall be deposited as soon as possible at an approved waste disposal site licensed
by the DNR under section NR 506.10, Wisconsin Administrative Code. Out-of-state disposal sites shall be
operated in conformance with 40 CFR Part 61, Subpart M, section 61.152.

Asbestos Information on the Internet
e United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA): http://www?2.epa.gov/asbestos

e USEPA Applicability Determination Index: http://www.epa.gov/compliance/monitoring/
programs/caa/adi.html

e USEPA Publications: http://www.epa.gov/nscep/
e Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA): http://www.osha.gov/

e Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS): http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/Asbestos/
Overview.htm

e Wisconsin DNR Asbestos removals and notification: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Demo/Asbestos.html

DISCLAIMER — This document is intended solely as guidance and does not contain any mandatory requirements except where requirements found in statute or administrative rule are refer-
enced. This guidance does not establish or affect legal rights or obligations and is not finally determinative of any of the issues addressed. This guidance does not create any rights enforceable
by any party in litigation with the State of Wisconsin or the Department of Natural Resources. Any regulatory decisions made by the Department of Natural Resources in any matter addressed by
this guidance will be made by applying the governing statutes and administrative rules to the relevant facts.
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