Air Pollution Permits for Small Businesses AM-413 2015

his summary describes the air permit requirements that may affect small businesses in

Wisconsin. Because these regulations can be complex, companies are advised to contact the
Small Business Environmental Assistance Program (SBEAP), local Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) air staff, or an outside consultant to determine whether they are in compliance. Helpful
materials on a variety of permit or compliance-related topics and free, non-regulatory assistance are
available from the SBEAP online at http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/SmallBusiness/.

Air Pollution Construction Permit

A construction permit is required prior to beginning any construction, modification of processes, or
activities that will generate air pollution. Examples include emissions from equipment powered by coal,
wood and other fuels, or from processes that use inks, coatings or solvents.

Who is affected?

Any business expanding existing facilities or building new facilities may be required to obtain an air
pollution control construction permit. This includes both existing businesses and those relocating to
Wisconsin. Some operations may be exempt from the requirement to obtain this permit. Refer to the
fact sheet on Air Pollution Construction Permit Basics (AM-428) for details on exemptions.

What are the fees for this permit?

Know the FACTS

The fee for a construction permit depends on the complexity of the permit review. A complete list of
charges associated with this permit review can be found in chapter NR 410, Wisconsin Administrative
Code.

An application fee of $7500 must be submitted with any permit application, regardless of the complexity
of the permit review. If the DNR decides a permit is required, the application fee will be deducted from
the final permit review bill. If the final review fee is less than the application fee, the remainder will be
refunded. If no permit is required, the application fee is refunded.

The cost for a construction permit varies depending on the facility and type of permit required.
Some of the possible review costs may include:

$3000 base fee for minor source review
$800 per emission source, when two or more are reviewed

$1000 for an air quality analysis for a minor source or minor modification
$5000 for expedited review of minor source (speeds up the process but is not required)

When will | receive my permit?

After the application is complete, the DNR will prepare a preliminary decision document stating
whether the permit application will be approved or denied. The document must be prepared within
90 days from the date the DNR considers the application complete for minor sources, or within 120
days for major sources. A 30-day public participation period is required for each permit following the
preliminary decision, and a public hearing may be held following the public participation period if
requested or the level of public interest warrants it.
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Air Pollution Operations Permit

An air pollution operation permit describes how your business must meet federal and state air quality regulations.
Key purposes of the operation permit are to compile all requirements from multiple construction permits and
provide conditions for processes not covered by construction permits regulating how those sources are to be
monitored and controlled. There are a wide range of operation permit types available:

Source-specific - may come in the form of Major Source, Minor Source, or Synthetic Minor Permits which
are issued to businesses based on the amount of air pollution generated by processes and activities
General Operation Permits (GOP) - written for specific industry categories

Registration Operation Permits (ROP) - currently only available to businesses who can cap emissions at 25%
of major source levels

Synthetic Minor Operation Permits are available to businesses whose operations straddle between the major and
minor source levels for air pollution. This permit works for facilities with potential to be major sources, but are
willing to place restrictions on operations to keep emissions within minor source levels. The restrictions must be
specified in an enforceable document—i.e. the permit—to ensure the source does not exceed major source levels at
any time.

Some GOPs have been developed for major, synthetic minor, as well as minor sources within some particular
industries. If you are in an industry for which DNR has issued a GOP, you will need to evaluate your source size to
determine which one you are eligible for.

A Type A ROP is available to sources of any industry type that can cap their emissions to less than 25% of the major
source levels and meet other eligibility criteria as specified. A Type C ROP is available to printers that can cap their
hazardous air pollutant emissions at 50% of the major source level.

Who is affected?
Any company which utilizes processes or activities that generate air pollution is required to obtain an operation
permit. The operation permit covers all equipment and activities that result in air emissions. Certain processes,

activities or combinations thereof are exempt from operation permit requirements. Refer to the fact sheet on Air
Operation Permits for Small Businesses (AM-463) for details about exemptions.

What are the fees?
There are no direct fees required to be issued an operation permit. However, everyone who is required to get an
operation permit is required to pay annual fees:
\ Registration Operation Permits: $400
V' General or Source Specific Operation Permits:
e 5400 if emissions capped less than 80 TPY
e $4100 if at least 80 TPY, less than 100 TPY

e $35.71 per ton of emissions for all Title V permit holder, in addition to other facility specific fees
- check here http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/AirPermits/AnnualFee.html for details

When will | receive my permit?

The DNR processes source-specific operation permit applications as quickly as possible given staffing conditions.
GOPs and ROPs will be issued within 15 days of receiving an application and are permanent unless you make
changes which make you ineligible for those permits. Refer to DNR's permits web page for more details on the
different permit types available: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/AirPermits/options.html.

DISCLAIMER — This document is intended solely as guidance and does not contain any mandatory requirements except where requirements found in statute or administrative rule are refer-
enced. This guidance does not establish or affect legal rights or obligations and is not finally determinative of any of the issues addressed. This guidance does not create any rights enforceable by
any party in litigation with the State of Wisconsin or the Department of Natural Resources. Any regulatory decisions made by the Department of Natural Resources in any matter addressed by this
guidance will be made by applying the governing statutes and administrative rules to the relevant facts.
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