
Solid Waste Woodburning Facility 
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Note: In order to fill and save this form electronically, it must be opened using Adobe Reader or Acrobat software. 
Save a copy of the file, open Adobe Reader, select File > Open and browse for the file you saved.

State of Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources 
Bureau of Waste and Materials Management 
dnr.wi.gov

Notice: Under ch. NR 502, Wis. Adm. Code, an owner or operator must obtain prior written approval of a plan of operation and a license from 
the Department of Natural Resources (Department) before establishing or expanding a solid waste woodburning facility. This form contains the 
information needed to apply for approval of a plan of operation. Personal information collected will be used for administrative purposes and 
may be provided to requesters to the extent required by Wisconsin's Public Records Law [ss. 19.31-19.39, Wis. Stats.]. 

Facility Siting Process: Steps to follow to obtain approval and a license to operate a solid waste woodburning facility:

→

Step Purpose Form Fee
1. Have your site 

inspected 
Assure proper setbacks and understand 
requirements

Initial Site Inspection (ISI) Application 
(Form 4400-209) $550

2. Submit your plan for 
operating your site. 

Describe how your facility will operate and 
be designed.

Solid Waste Woodburning Facility Plan of 
Operation Application (Form 4400-285) $165

If DNR approves your plan for operating your facility, we will send you a license application.

3. Apply for a license to 
operate.  

Provide basic information about facility 
such as location and contact information. 

Solid Waste Facility Initial License 
Application (Form 4400-088) $165(annual)

Note: The above department facility siting process does not relieve the applicant of obtaining any local approvals or permits for the 
proposed facility prior to constructing or operating the facility.

Schedule of Fees (ch. NR 520 Table 2, Wis. Adm. Code): The department will send an acknowledgement letter and invoice to the 
applicant for review of the plan of operation application upon receiving this request. The Annual License Fee should not be submitted 
with this request. The department will include a license application and information regarding payment of the annual license fee once 
an approval is issued for the proposed woodburning facility. 

Email one copy of the application packet (cover letter, completed forms and attachments) to the waste management 
specialist at the department's regional office where your facility is located (see enclosed map), unless otherwise specified 
by the waste management specialist reviewing your application.  

Note: The department may require you to submit additional information prior to completing its review. Large complex facilities may 
be required to submit estimated costs for closure of the facility in order to provide Financial Responsibility, under s. NR 502.04(6) 
Wis. Adm. Codes. An Environmental Monitoring Plan, under s. NR 502.04(5) Wis. Adm. Code, may be required for facilities with 
potential surface water, ground water or air emission impacts. 

 

Definitions: 
"Woodburning facility" means a solid waste facility where open burning of only dry unpainted and untreated wood, stumps, trees or 
other woody materials is performed. This term does not include air curtain destructors, incinerators, or municipal solid waste 
combustors. In no case may a woodburning facility burn any yard waste, recyclable material, wet combustible rubbish, garbage, oily 
substances, asphalt, plastic or rubber products. Section NR 502.11(2), Wis. Adm. Code, lists woodburning facilities that are exempt 
from licensing and plan of operation submittal. “Yard waste” means leaves, grass clippings, yard and garden debris and brush, 
including clean woody vegetative material no greater than 6 inches in diameter, per s. 287.01(17), Wis. Stats.  
 
A waiver to burn brush or clean woody vegetative material no greater than 6 inches in diameter may be requested under s. 287.07(7) 
Wis. Stats. under Section VI of this application. 
 

Instructions: Follow steps 1 and 2, listed above, to apply for a solid waste woodburning facility approval and include the following:

A cover letter briefly describing the proposed solid waste woodburning facility design and operation along with identifying the 
desired department action or response.

A Completed "Chapter NR 502 Non-Landfill Solid Waste Facility Initial Site Inspection (ISI) Application Form" (DNR 
Form 4400-209).

A Completed "Solid Waste Woodburning Facility Plan of Operation Application" (DNR Form 4400-285). (This form.)



Solid Waste Woodburning Facility 
Plan of Operation Application 
Form 4400-285   (R 03/22)

Section I - Applicant Information
Contact Last Name First MI Title

Mailing Address of Contact City State ZIP Code 

Phone Number (include area code) Mobile Number (include area code) Email

Company / Municipality Name Company / Municipality Website

Section II - Facility Information
This application is for: 

New Woodburning Facility Expansion of Existing Woodburning Facility, License #

Facility Name

Facility Location (Street Address, Fire Lane #) City Town Village

of

ZIP Code 

Authorized Facility Contact Name Title

Phone Number (include area code) Mobile Number (include area code) Email

Legal Description of Property ¼ ¼ ¼ Section Township
N

Range E
W

County 

Current ownership of proposed facility property

Total acreage and present land use of property

Initial Site Inspection (ISI) Information (check appropriate box)
ISI Request Form 4400-209 is attached  DNR sent ISI Response Letter on 

(date)
Section III - Plan of Operation s. NR 502.11(4)
Description of the types, quantity and sources of material proposed to be burned, and anticipated frequency of burning



Solid Waste Woodburning Facility 
Plan of Operation Application 
Form 4400-285   (R 03/22)

Section IV - 0peration and Design s. NR 502.11(5)
As owner/operator, I agree to operate and maintain the woodburning facility in the following manner: (Confirm by checking each box) 
For any unchecked boxes, I have explained why in the cover letter or separate document accompanying this application and justified 
why the department should issue an exemption to that requirement.

Section V - Closure Requirements s.  NR 502.04(3)
Upon closure of the woodburning facility, I, as owner/operator agree to complete all of the following (please confirm by checking each 
box):

At least 60 days prior to ceasing to accept wood waste at the facility, notify the DNR in writing and post a sign in a prominent 
location notifying users of the date on which the facility will cease to accept waste. In the case of ceasing to accept wood waste 
for an extended period due to unplanned and unforeseeable circumstances, such as fire or equipment failure, notify the DNR and 
post a sign as soon practical. Alternatives to posting a sign may be implemented with DNR concurrence for facilities which are 
not open to the general public.

Within 60 days after ceasing to accept waste at the facility, remove all waste.

Section VI - Brush Waiver s. 287.07(7) 
I request a waiver to burn brush or other clean woody vegetative material that is no greater than 6 inches in diameter.

List the alternatives considered, including reuse, recycling, chipping and disposal of material at an approved solid waste facility, such 
as a composting facility. If other economically feasible alternatives are available, include justification of why these other alternatives 
are not being used



Solid Waste Woodburning Facility 
Plan of Operation Application 
Form 4400-285   (R 03/22)

Section VII - Attachments
Written consent provided on Form 4400-060 (available at https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Waste/Solid.html) from all adult 
residents and business owners within 1/4 mile radius of the burning pad, except that consent is not required from any person who 
was not an adult resident or proprietor at the time the facility was initially licensed by the DNR, unless that person is a successor 
in interest to a person who was an adult resident or proprietor at the time. If a resident or proprietor who previously consented to 
operation of the facility withdraws the consent in writing, the withdrawal is not effective until the end of the current license period 
for the facility. Note: if a neighbor within 1/4 mile of your facility withdraws their consent to operate your facility, you must close 
the facility prior to the beginning of the next license period.

An enlarged 7.5 minute USGS map or other base map having a minimum scale of 1 inch = 500 feet. Revise the map scale and 
contour intervals as necessary to sufficiently show the property boundaries, area of burning pad, relief, wetlands, surface waters, 
floodplains, existing land use conditions, all (public and private) water supply wells and residences located within 1/4 mile of the 
property boundaries of the proposed woodburning facility.

Section VIII- Applicant Certification 
I am the (check one): 

Facility Owner Designated Representative of the Facility

By signing this form, I hereby certify that I am the owner or authorized representative of the proposed woodburning facility 
identified in this application. I certify that, to the best of my knowledge, the information provided herein is accurate  

I certify that the above-described woodburning facility will be constructed and operated in accordance with ch. NR 502, Wis. 
Adm. Code, the rules pursuant thereto, and in accordance with conditions that have or may be imposed in the approval.  

Name of Owner or Authorized Representative (print) Title

Signature of Owner or Authorized Representative Date Signed
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State of WisconsinDepartment of Natural ResourcesBureau of Waste and Materials Managementdnr.wi.gov
Notice: Under ch. NR 502, Wis. Adm. Code, an owner or operator must obtain prior written approval of a plan of operation and a license from the Department of Natural Resources (Department) before establishing or expanding a solid waste woodburning facility. This form contains the information needed to apply for approval of a plan of operation. Personal information collected will be used for administrative purposes and may be provided to requesters to the extent required by Wisconsin's Public Records Law [ss. 19.31-19.39, Wis. Stats.]. 
Notice: Under ch. NR 502, Wis. Adm. Code, an owner or operator must obtain prior written approval of a plan of operation and a license from the Department of Natural Resources (Department) before establishing or expanding a solid waste woodburning facility. This form contains the information needed to apply for approval of a plan of operation. Personal information collected will be used for administrative purposes and may be provided to requesters to the extent required by Wisconsin's Public Records Law [ss. 19.31-19.39, Wis. Stats.]. 
Facility Siting Process: Steps to follow to obtain approval and a license to operate a solid waste woodburning facility:
Facility Siting Process: Steps to follow to obtain approval and a license to operate a solid waste woodburning facility:
→
Step
Step
Purpose
Purpose
Form
Form
Fee
Fee
1. Have your site inspected 
1. Have your site inspected 
Assure proper setbacks and understand requirements
Assure proper setbacks and understand requirements
Initial Site Inspection (ISI) Application (Form 4400-209)
Initial Site Inspection (ISI) Application (Form 4400-209)
$550
$550
2. Submit your plan for operating your site. 
2. Submit your plan for operating your site. 
Describe how your facility will operate and be designed.
Describe how your facility will operate and be designed.
Solid Waste Woodburning Facility Plan of Operation Application (Form 4400-285)
Solid Waste Woodburning Facility Plan of Operation Application (Form 4400-285)
$165
If DNR approves your plan for operating your facility, we will send you a license application.
If DNR approves your plan for operating your facility, we will send you a license application.
3. Apply for a license to operate.  
3. Apply for a license to operate.  
Provide basic information about facility such as location and contact information.	
Provide basic information about facility such as location and contact information.	
Solid Waste Facility Initial License Application (Form 4400-088)
Solid Waste Facility Initial License Application (Form 4400-088)
$165(annual)
$165(annual)
Note: The above department facility siting process does not relieve the applicant of obtaining any local approvals or permits for the proposed facility prior to constructing or operating the facility.
Note: The above department facility siting process does not relieve the applicant of obtaining any local approvals or permits for the proposed facility prior to constructing or operating the facility.
Schedule of Fees (ch. NR 520 Table 2, Wis. Adm. Code): The department will send an acknowledgement letter and invoice to the applicant for review of the plan of operation application upon receiving this request. The Annual License Fee should not be submitted with this request. The department will include a license application and information regarding payment of the annual license fee once an approval is issued for the proposed woodburning facility.
Email one copy of the application packet (cover letter, completed forms and attachments) to the waste management specialist at the department's regional office where your facility is located (see enclosed map), unless otherwise specified by the waste management specialist reviewing your application. 
Note: The department may require you to submit additional information prior to completing its review. Large complex facilities may be required to submit estimated costs for closure of the facility in order to provide Financial Responsibility, under s. NR 502.04(6) Wis. Adm. Codes. An Environmental Monitoring Plan, under s. NR 502.04(5) Wis. Adm. Code, may be required for facilities with potential surface water, ground water or air emission impacts.
Definitions:
"Woodburning facility" means a solid waste facility where open burning of only dry unpainted and untreated wood, stumps, trees or other woody materials is performed. This term does not include air curtain destructors, incinerators, or municipal solid waste combustors. In no case may a woodburning facility burn any yard waste, recyclable material, wet combustible rubbish, garbage, oily substances, asphalt, plastic or rubber products. Section NR 502.11(2), Wis. Adm. Code, lists woodburning facilities that are exempt from licensing and plan of operation submittal. “Yard waste” means leaves, grass clippings, yard and garden debris and brush, including clean woody vegetative material no greater than 6 inches in diameter, per s. 287.01(17), Wis. Stats. 
A waiver to burn brush or clean woody vegetative material no greater than 6 inches in diameter may be requested under s. 287.07(7) Wis. Stats. under Section VI of this application.
Instructions: Follow steps 1 and 2, listed above, to apply for a solid waste woodburning facility approval and include the following:
Section I - Applicant Information
Section II - Facility Information
Section II - Facility Information
This application is for: 
This application is for: 
Legal Description of Property
Legal Description of Property
N
Range direction
Initial Site Inspection (ISI) Information (check appropriate box)
Initial Site Inspection (ISI) Information (check appropriate box)
Has the DNR approved the RAP?
Section III - Plan of Operation s. NR 502.11(4)
Section III - Plan of Operation s. NR 502.11(4)
Section IV - 0peration and Design s. NR 502.11(5)
Section IV: 0peration and Design s. NR 502.11(5)
As owner/operator, I agree to operate and maintain the woodburning facility in the following manner: (Confirm by checking each box) For any unchecked boxes, I have explained why in the cover letter or separate document accompanying this application and justified why the department should issue an exemption to that requirement.
As owner/operator, I agree to operate and maintain the woodburning facility in the following manner: (Confirm by checking each box) For any unchecked boxes, I have explained why in the cover letter or separate document accompanying this application and justified why the department should issue an exemption to that requirement
Section V - Closure Requirements s.  NR 502.04(3)
Section V - Closure Requirements s.  NR 502.04(3)
Upon closure of the woodburning facility, I, as owner/operator agree to complete all of the following (please confirm by checking each box):
Upon closure of the woodburning facility, I, as owner/operator agree to complete all of the following (please confirm by checking each box):
Section VI - Brush Waiver s. 287.07(7) 
Section VI - Brush Waiver s. 287.07(7) 
Section VII - Attachments
Section VII - Attachments
Section VIII- Applicant Certification 
Section VIII- Applicant Certification 
I am the (check one):
I am the (check one):
Has the DNR approved the RAP?
By signing this form, I hereby certify that I am the owner or authorized representative of the proposed woodburning facility identified in this application. I certify that, to the best of my knowledge, the information provided herein is accurate 
I certify that the above-described woodburning facility will be constructed and operated in accordance with ch. NR 502, Wis. Adm. Code, the rules pursuant thereto, and in accordance with conditions that have or may be imposed in the approval.  
By signing this form, I hereby certify that I am the owner or authorized representative of the proposed woodburning facility identified in this application. I certify that, to the best of my knowledge, the information provided herein is accurate I certify that the above-described woodburning facility will be constructed and operated in accordance with ch. NR 502, Wis. Adm. Code, the rules pursuant thereto, and in accordance with conditions that have or may be imposed in the approval.  
Wisconsin DNR
State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Form 4400-285 
Jack Connelly - WA/WOLBERT /Mulsoff, Lori E 
Solid Waste Woodburning Facility Plan of Operation Application
(R 03/22)
06/2012
New Woodburning Facility
This application is for: 
Expansion of Existing Woodburning Facility, License #
This application is for: 
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Ashland
Barron
Bayfield
Brown
Buffalo
Burnett
Calumet
Chippewa
Clark
Columbia
Crawford
Dane
Dodge
Door
Douglas
Dunn
Eau Claire
Florence
Fond Du Lac
Forest
Grant
Green
Green Lake
Iowa
Iron
Jackson
Jefferson
Juneau
Kenosha
Kewaunee
La Crosse
Lafayette
Langlade
Lincoln
Manitowoc
Marathon
Marinette
Marquette
Menominee
Milwaukee
Monroe
Oconto
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Price
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Rock
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Taylor
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Walworth
Washburn
Washington
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Waushara
Winnebago
Wood
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Winnebago
Wood
1. Perform burning on a burning pad or pit constructed of concrete, compacted gravel, compacted mineral soil or other materials approved in writing by the DNR. Construct a firebreak of mineral soil scraped free of vegetation for a minimum distance of 100 feet around the burning pad or pit. (Greater setback distances may be required by the DNR.)
2. Only dry, unpainted and untreated wood, stumps or trees may be burned at a woodburning facility. Brush may be burned only in conformance with s. 287.07, Stats.
3. Waste material may be placed or stored on the burning pad but will not exceed the amount of wood that can be burned in one day in conformance with ch. NR 445, Wis. Adm. Code. Stockpile any additional accumulation of waste material a minimum of 100 feet from the burning pad. Limit the total amount of stockpiled waste to the amount that can be burned in 5 days.
4. Accomplish start-up by using wood kindling material to ignite larger materials. Where sufficient quantities of wood kindling materials are unobtainable, other methods approved by the DNR in writing may be used.
5. Conduct burning only during daylight hours.
6. Keep fire-fighting equipment at the facility in case of emergency, unless the services of a local fire protection agency are arranged.
7. Surround the burning pad by a fence with a lockable gate. Lock the gate when no attendant is on duty.
8. Keep an attendant on duty at all times when burning is taking place. Extinguish all fires before the attendant leaves the facility. Actively attend and maintain the fire to promote complete combustion, ensure good fuel-flame contact and burndown.
9. Post a sign acceptable to the DNR at the entrance to the operation which indicates the facility name, acceptable wastes, license number, hours of operation, penalty for unauthorized use, necessary safety precautions and any other pertinent information.
10. Divert storm water away from the burning pad, storage area and access areas.
11. Dispose of ash resulting from the operation at a facility approved by the DNR to receive that material.
12. Operate the woodburning facility in a nuisance-free manner.
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