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Application and Authorization to Conduct an Educational Outdoor Skills Activity - Fishing License Waiver
State of Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources
PO Box 7921, Madison WI 53707-7921
dnr.wi.gov
Notice: Persons applying for authorization to organize, sponsor, or conduct an Education Outdoor Skills Activity, as provided in NR 19.025, Wis. Adm. Code, must provide complete information requested on this application. Failure to do so may result in denial of the application. Personally identifiable information collected will be used for administrative purposes and may be provided to requesters to the extent required by Wisconsin's Open Records law [ss. 19.31-19.39, Wis. Stats.].
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                  Application Deadline: All applications must be received at the local DNR office no later than 15 days prior to your fishing outing. Mentors must be listed on DNR Form 8500-167, Authorized Mentors for Educational Outdoor Skills Activity. Allow time to complete Form 8500-167 in advance, so that you can attach it to the application.  Individuals interested in becoming mentors must be 18 years of age and complete the Mentor Background Check Authorization, Form 4100-217.  The department may waive the 15-day period for fishing events when the department determines it is not required to conduct criminal history, character or background checks.
                  Learn to Fish Program Requirements: A minimum of four (4) hours instruction in the field or in the classroom is required.  Provide a brief outline or lesson plan in the space provided on page 2 of this form.
                  Regulation Compliance: Unless otherwise provided by the Department, all participants and designated mentors shall comply with all fishing rules and laws, i.e., bag limits, length limits and species restrictions.
                  Reports: Copies of the completed Outdoor Skills Program Participant Report, Form 8500-166 for fishing must be returned to the State Aquatic Resource Educator within two (2) weeks after the outing occurs.
                  Fees: The sponsor of this program shall not charge fees in excess of the cost to the sponsor of educational materials, equipment rentals, meals or lodging.
How To Apply: Send completed application to the Aquatic Resources Education Office, FH/4; Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources; P.O. Box 7921; Madison, WI 53707-7921 or Fax: 608-266-2244. For questions, email DNRAnglerEducation@wisconsin.gov.
Are you a WDNR Certified Angler Education Instructor?
Sponsoring organization has conducted criminal background checks on mentors and chaperones, in lieu of attaching Form 8500-167.
Mentors have completed background checks through the WI DNR and sponsoring organization is submitting completed Form 8500-167 listing names of Authorized Mentors for Educational Outdoor Skills Activity.
Outdoor Skills Activity
Species to be Fished:
Equipment to be Used:
Will a fee be charged for this program?
Did the grantee/borrower enroll in the VPLE during this quarter?
Applicant Signature
The approved form must be in the possession of the lead instructor or mentor during the outdoor skills activity and must be produced upon request of any Department of Natural Resources employee.
Applicant and Sponsor Information
Number of DNR Certified Instructors or Approved Mentors:
No. of Non-Certified, Non-Licensed Mentors (Volunteers & Chaperones):
Anticipated No. of Participants:
Location 
 of Activity:
Course Outline
May we share your ideas with others?
Did the grantee/borrower enroll in the VPLE during this quarter?
Regulations Waiver(s)
We are following all current Wisconsin Fishing regulations.
Did the grantee/borrower enroll in the VPLE during this quarter?
Private Landowner/Property Manager Authorization - Leave blank if you are not launching from or coming ashore to private lands
Notice:  As provided in NR 19.025, Wis. Adm. Code, landowners or property managers must provide authorization for persons to conduct an educational outdoor skills activity on water bounded by private lands. To be eligible for this waiver, prior to submitting this application, the applicant shall assure that permission for fishing from private lands for this event has been granted by the landowner.  (This form will expand as necessary.)
Private Landowner First Name
Last Name
M.I.
Phone Number
Additional Information
Definitions:                                Accompany:
In immediate presence of the novice participant. ch. NR 19.025(2)(a), Wis. Adm. Code 
A course to teach novice participants how to hunt, trap or fish. ch. NR 19.025(2)(b), Wis. Adm. Code
Educational Outdoor Skills Activity:
A person who is instructing or assisting with teaching of the educational outdoor skills activity.  ch. NR 19.025(2)(c), Wis. Adm. Code 
Mentor:
Fishing: any person who is 5 years of age or older who has less than 2 years of fishing experience.  ch. NR 19.025(2)(d), Wis. Adm. Code
Novice Participant:
Hunting, fishing or trapping for sport, s. 29.197, Wis. Stats.
Recreational Activity:
Other
Requirements:
•         A list of Authorized Instructors, Mentors or Chaperones (Form 8500-167) must accompany this application unless the sponsoring school or organization is assuming responsibility for background checks, per NR 19.025 (3) (a), Wis. Adm. Code
•         A novice participant may not obtain more than one waiver for the same fishing instructional activity, per NR19.025(3D), Wis. Adm. Code.
•         Waivers may not be issued that allow for the catching of fish by a mentor or instructor.
The State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources hereby issues an authorization to conduct an educational outdoor skills activity to the said applicant from the lands described. The authorization is contingent upon the applicant submitting a lesson plan and a final list of mentors at the time of application for waiver or earlier.
 
State of Wisconsin, 
Department of Natural Resources, For the Secretary
 
Approved by: 
 - Create memo with justification for denial.
According to s. 29.197(8), Wis. Stats., A denial of a waiver request is not subject to further review under ch. 227. All other regulations apply.
Leave Blank – DNR Use Only
 - Create memo with justification for denial.
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