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Dredging – Small Scale Dredging of Lakes and Streams General Permit Application Instructions

Determine eligibility for this general permit: 

 • Choose an activity decision module on web, http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/waterways, or 
 • Review the eligibility criteria below.  
   o  If the project does not meet all of the eligibility standards, apply for an Individual Permit

This general permit requires you to submit preliminary dredging project information:  
 1. To comply with the requirements in NR 347.05, Wis. Adm. Code and prior to submission of an application, applicants 

shall provide the department with preliminary dredging project information including:  
  a. Name of waterbody and location of project;  
  b. Volume of material to be dredged;  
  c. Brief description of dredging method and equipment, including any containment BMPs to be used:  
  d. Brief description of how the dewatering discharge from the dredged material will be managed;  
  e. Brief description of the proposed dredged material disposal method and location and, if a disposal facility is to be 

used, size of the disposal facility, including a Waste Material Management Self- certification Exemption for Dredge 
Material Flowchart http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Waterways/documents/PermitDocs/
WMMselfcertExemptionDredgedMaterial.pdf  

  f. Any previous sediment sampling (including field observations) and analysis data from the area to be dredged or from 
the proposed disposal site;  

  g. Copy of a map showing the area to be dredged, the depth of cut, the specific location of the proposed sediment 
sampling sites and the bathymetry of the area to be dredged; and  

  h. Anticipated starting and completion dates of the proposed project. 

 NOTE: Considering the preliminary information provided by the applicant and the factors described in #25, the Department 
shall then make a determination within 30 business days if there is reason to believe that the material proposed to be 
dredged is contaminated. This initial evaluation by the Department may be used in specifying sediment sampling and 
analysis required under s. NR 347.06, Wis. Adm. Code.  

 2.  The department will review your preliminary dredging project information and contact you about any required sediment 
sampling or general permit eligibility questions.  

 3.  After you have carefully confirmed that your project meets the purpose and all the terms and conditions of this permit, 
submit a complete application package, outlined below, to the Department. The complete application package should be 
received a minimum of 30 calendar days before the desired project start date. To apply for a permit, visit Department’s e-
permitting system at: https://dnr.wi.gov/Permits/Water/.

To apply: 
 • Apply online using our online ePermitting System at  http://dnr.wi.gov/permits/water. 

 • Include all required attachments. Each document must be less than 15 megabytes and our online system offers a help guide to 
reduce file sizes, 

 • Permit processing review times begin when all of the required application materials are received by the DNR.  The Department 
may require additional information to evaluate the project. 

 • If you have questions regarding your application, contact the local Water Management Specialist for your county  
  http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Waterways/contacts.html#county. 

 • Your signed submittal of this project application checklist constitutes a request that certifying authority (State of Wisconsin) review 
and take action on this CWA 401 certification request, as required, within the applicable reasonable period of time. 

Please note, prior to starting any work at the project site, you are responsible for obtaining: 
 • Obtain all necessary local (e.g. city, town, village or county) permits. 
 • Obtain U.S. Army Corps of Engineer permits or approvals, http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx.  
 • Any other applicable state permits. 
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Required attachments - Forms or documents you upload in our online ePermitting System

1. Application form - A complete, signed application form “Water Resources Application for Project Permits (WRAPP)”     
 (Form 3500-053).  

2. Application fee - Payment must be submitted through the ePermitting System as part of the application process. A list of fees can 
be found at http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/waterways/documents/PermitDocs/feesheet.pdf. 

3. Application Checklist – a signed copy of the permit application checklist certifying that the applicant agrees to meet the eligibility 
criteria and permit conditions established in WDNR GP17-2023. 

4. Ownership documentation - (i.e. copy of deed, land contract, current property tax statement/receipt) 

5. Photographs that clearly show the on-the-ground conditions of the existing project areas. Remember that too much snow cover or 
vegetation may obscure important details. If possible, have another person stand near the project area for size reference. Color 
images are preferred.

6. Site maps that clearly illustrate the location and perimeter of the project site, and its relationship to nearby water resources (e.g. 
lakes, rivers, streams, wetlands), major landmarks and roads. Provide copies of relevant maps (e.g. wetland, aerial, topographical, 
soil, floodplain, or zoning maps), with the project location clearly identified. The Department offers a web mapping tool to assist in 
creating these maps at http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/surfacewater/swdv/.

7. Plans and specifications that show what you intend to do. Plan drawings should be clear and to scale, and show all of the 
following:  

a) The methods, materials, and equipment that will be used to carry out the project. 
b) The location and type of temporary and permanent silt fences or any other sediment/erosion control devices. 
c) Top, side, and cross section plan profiles with appropriate measurements for the proposed project. 
d) The construction schedule and sequence of work. 
e) Area impacted for projects that impact waterways. 
f) The location of any disposal area for dredged or excavated materials, if applicable.

8. Narrative description of your proposal on a separate page. Please include: 

a) What the project is, purpose of project, and need for the project 
b) How you intend to carry out the project, including methods, materials, and equipment 
c) Your proposed construction schedule and sequence of work 
d) What temporary and permanent erosion control measures will be used 
e) The location of any disposal area for dredged or excavated materials 
f) For disturbances or fill, provide a description of type, composition, and quality of materials 
g) How you plan to avoid, minimize and mitigate impacts to waterways 
h) Area (e.g. linear feet) impacted

9. Proof of pre-application requirement submittal - This would either be documentation from the local reviewer saying that no 
sampling will be required, or sampling results from the project area.

10. Endangered and threatened resources - The applicant is not required, but is encouraged to request an endangered resources 
(ER) review letter before applying for the permit. Information on how to obtain a review can be found by visiting the website at    
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ERReview/Review.html. The applicant can also visit the NHI Public Portal,  

 http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ERReview/PublicPortal.html, to determine if a full ER Review is required. Read the ‘What is an ER 
Preliminary Assessment and what do the results mean?’ section to determine follow-up steps. 

11. Historical and cultural resources - If you are aware there is a historical or cultural resource present, you are required to 
contact the Wisconsin State Historical Society to verify and receive documentation that the activity will not result in an adverse 
impact to these resources.
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Eligibility Criteria: 
Projects that do not meet all criteria are not eligible for this general permit. If your project does not qualify for this general permit, 
you may apply for an individual permit.
Eligibility Criteria for all projects
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Eligibility Criteria for all projects

Projects that involve the removal of material from waters that were ammunition fall areas for gun ranges or projects that 
involve the removal of hazardous substances are ineligible for this general permit.

Projects that propose in-water disposal of dredged materials are ineligible for this general permit.
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Eligibility Standards Applicable to Dredging in Streams

Eligibility Standards Applicable to Dredging in Lakes Ponds, and Impoundments



Dredging – Small Scale Dredging of Lakes and Streams 
General Permit Application Checklist
3500-171 (R 01/2024)

Other Authorities
By checking this box, I certify that the proposed project will not occur in a mapped floodplain (official Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) or local zoning map), or if the project is located in a regulated floodplain, I am obtaining or 
have obtained applicable floodplain permits or approvals from the local zoning authority. 

Certification

I certify that I have read and understand all project eligibility criteria and agree to design and construct my project in accordance 
with all listed eligibility criteria found in this checklist. In addition, I agree to meet all conditions required for structure placement 
as identified in the above referenced eligibility criteria.

This form may be signed electronically, pursuant to Wis. Stat. Chapter 137. By checking the electronic signature 
acknowledgement box and typing your name, you are expressing intent to sign this form and certifying that all information 
contained herein is true, accurate, and complete, to the best of your knowledge and belief. If you decline to sign this form 
electronically, you must physically sign this form and all other forms required for your project.

Signature 
Date signed
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Determine eligibility for this general permit:
         •         Choose an activity decision module on web, http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/waterways, or
         •         Review the eligibility criteria below. 
                           o  If the project does not meet all of the eligibility standards, apply for an Individual Permit
Weed Rake General Permit Application Instructions
This general permit requires you to submit preliminary dredging project information: 
         1. To comply with the requirements in NR 347.05, Wis. Adm. Code and prior to submission of an application, applicants shall provide the department with preliminary dredging project information including: 
                  a.         Name of waterbody and location of project; 
                  b.         Volume of material to be dredged; 
                  c.         Brief description of dredging method and equipment, including any containment BMPs to be used: 
                  d.         Brief description of how the dewatering discharge from the dredged material will be managed; 
                  e.         Brief description of the proposed dredged material disposal method and location and, if a disposal facility is to be used, size of the disposal facility, including a Waste Material Management Self- certification Exemption for Dredge Material Flowchart http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Waterways/documents/PermitDocs/WMMselfcertExemptionDredgedMaterial.pdf 
                  f.         Any previous sediment sampling (including field observations) and analysis data from the area to be dredged or from the proposed disposal site; 
                  g.         Copy of a map showing the area to be dredged, the depth of cut, the specific location of the proposed sediment sampling sites and the bathymetry of the area to be dredged; and 
                  h.         Anticipated starting and completion dates of the proposed project.
         NOTE: Considering the preliminary information provided by the applicant and the factors described in #25, the Department shall then make a determination within 30 business days if there is reason to believe that the material proposed to be dredged is contaminated. This initial evaluation by the Department may be used in specifying sediment sampling and analysis required under s. NR 347.06, Wis. Adm. Code. 
         2.  The department will review your preliminary dredging project information and contact you about any required sediment sampling or general permit eligibility questions. 
         3.  After you have carefully confirmed that your project meets the purpose and all the terms and conditions of this permit, submit a complete application package, outlined below, to the Department. The complete application package should be received a minimum of 30 calendar days before the desired project start date. To apply for a permit, visit Department’s e-permitting system at: https://dnr.wi.gov/Permits/Water/.
To apply:
         •         Apply online using our online ePermitting System at  http://dnr.wi.gov/permits/water.
         •         Include all required attachments. Each document must be less than 15 megabytes and our online system offers a help guide to reduce file sizes,
         •         Permit processing review times begin when all of the required application materials are received by the DNR.  The Department may require additional information to evaluate the project.
         •         If you have questions regarding your application, contact the local Water Management Specialist for your county 
                  http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Waterways/contacts.html#county.
         •         Your signed submittal of this project application checklist constitutes a request that certifying authority (State of Wisconsin) review and take action on this CWA 401 certification request, as required, within the applicable reasonable period of time.
Please note, prior to starting any work at the project site, you are responsible for obtaining:
         •         Obtain all necessary local (e.g. city, town, village or county) permits.
         •         Obtain U.S. Army Corps of Engineer permits or approvals, http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx. 
         •         Any other applicable state permits. 
Required attachments - Forms or documents you upload in our online ePermitting System
1.         Application form - A complete, signed application form “Water Resources Application for Project Permits (WRAPP)”    
         (Form 3500-053). 
2.         Application fee - Payment must be submitted through the ePermitting System as part of the application process. A list of fees can be found at http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/waterways/documents/PermitDocs/feesheet.pdf.
3.         Application Checklist – a signed copy of the permit application checklist certifying that the applicant agrees to meet the eligibility criteria and permit conditions established in WDNR GP17-2023.
4.         Ownership documentation - (i.e. copy of deed, land contract, current property tax statement/receipt)
5.         Photographs that clearly show the on-the-ground conditions of the existing project areas. Remember that too much snow cover or vegetation may obscure important details. If possible, have another person stand near the project area for size reference. Color images are preferred.
6.         Site maps that clearly illustrate the location and perimeter of the project site, and its relationship to nearby water resources (e.g. lakes, rivers, streams, wetlands), major landmarks and roads. Provide copies of relevant maps (e.g. wetland, aerial, topographical, soil, floodplain, or zoning maps), with the project location clearly identified. The Department offers a web mapping tool to assist in creating these maps at http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/surfacewater/swdv/.
7.         Plans and specifications that show what you intend to do. Plan drawings should be clear and to scale, and show all of the following: 
a)         The methods, materials, and equipment that will be used to carry out the project.
b)         The location and type of temporary and permanent silt fences or any other sediment/erosion control devices.
c)         Top, side, and cross section plan profiles with appropriate measurements for the proposed project.
d)         The construction schedule and sequence of work.
e)         Area impacted for projects that impact waterways.
f)         The location of any disposal area for dredged or excavated materials, if applicable.
8.         Narrative description of your proposal on a separate page. Please include:
a)         What the project is, purpose of project, and need for the project
b)         How you intend to carry out the project, including methods, materials, and equipment
c)         Your proposed construction schedule and sequence of work
d)         What temporary and permanent erosion control measures will be used
e)         The location of any disposal area for dredged or excavated materials
f)         For disturbances or fill, provide a description of type, composition, and quality of materials
g)         How you plan to avoid, minimize and mitigate impacts to waterways
h)         Area (e.g. linear feet) impacted
9.         Proof of pre-application requirement submittal - This would either be documentation from the local reviewer saying that no sampling will be required, or sampling results from the project area.
10.         Endangered and threatened resources - The applicant is not required, but is encouraged to request an endangered resources (ER) review letter before applying for the permit. Information on how to obtain a review can be found by visiting the website at    http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ERReview/Review.html. The applicant can also visit the NHI Public Portal, 
         http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ERReview/PublicPortal.html, to determine if a full ER Review is required. Read the ‘What is an ER Preliminary Assessment and what do the results mean?’ section to determine follow-up steps.
11.         Historical and cultural resources - If you are aware there is a historical or cultural resource present, you are required to contact the Wisconsin State Historical Society to verify and receive documentation that the activity will not result in an adverse impact to these resources.
Eligibility Criteria:
Projects that do not meet all criteria are not eligible for this general permit. If your project does not qualify for this general permit, you may apply for an individual permit.
Eligibility Criteria:Projects that do not meet all criteria are not eligible for this general permit. If your project does not qualify for this general permit, you may apply for an individual permit.
Eligibility Criteria for all projects
Eligibility Criteria for all projects
Projects that involve the removal of material from waters that were ammunition fall areas for gun ranges or projects that involve the removal of hazardous substances are ineligible for this general permit.
Projects that involve the removal of material from waters that were ammunition fall areas for gun ranges or projects that involve the removal of hazardous substances are ineligible for this general permit.
Projects that propose in-water disposal of dredged materials are ineligible for this general permit.
Projects that propose in-water disposal of dredged materials are ineligible for this general permit.
Eligibility Standards Applicable to Dredging in Streams
Eligibility Criteria for all projects
Eligibility Standards Applicable to Dredging in Lakes Ponds, and Impoundments
Eligibility Criteria for all projects
Other Authorities
Other Authorities
Certification
Certification
I certify that I have read and understand all project eligibility criteria and agree to design and construct my project in accordance with all listed eligibility criteria found in this checklist. In addition, I agree to meet all conditions required for structure placement as identified in the above referenced eligibility criteria.
I certify that I have read and understand all project eligibility criteria and agree to design and construct my project in accordance with all listed eligibility criteria found in this checklist.  In addition, I agree to meet all conditions required for structure placement as identified in WDNR-GP-4-2018.
6.5.0.20190325.1.935878
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If the project is in the riparian zone as defined in ss. 30.01(5r) and 30.20(3)(a)3., Wis. Stats., the applicant is the riparian owner adjacent the project area or has the permission of the riparian owner. If the water is a navigable stream, the applicant also has obtained permission of the bed owner (who may be the riparian owner) to remove the accumulated plant and animal nuisance deposit.
If the project is in the riparian zone as defined in ss. 30.01(5r) and 30.20(3)(a)3., Wis. Stats., the applicant is the riparian owner adjacent the project area or has the permission of the riparian owner. If the water is a navigable stream, the applicant also has obtained permission of the bed owner (who may be the riparian owner) to remove the accumulated plant and animal nuisance deposit.
The project will not adversely impact an Area of Special Natural Resource Interest (ASNRI) or Public Rights Feature (PRF) identified as defined in s. 30.01(1am), Wis. Stats., or s. NR 1.06(5), Wis. Adm. Code.
The project will not adversely impact an Area of Special Natural Resource Interest (ASNRI) or Public Rights Feature (PRF) identified as defined in s. 30.01(1am), Wis. Stats., or s. NR 1.06(5), Wis. Adm. Code.
The removal of bottom material is for the purpose of improving navigation or recreation.
The removal of bottom material is for the purpose of improving navigation or recreation.
Projects involving the lease or sale of any material removed from the bed of any navigable lake or of any outlying waters are not eligible for this general permit. The lease or sale of dredged material from a navigable lake or outlying water requires a dredging contract from the Department under s. 30.20(2)(a), Wis. Stats.
Projects involving the lease or sale of any material removed from the bed of any navigable lake or of any outlying waters are not eligible for this general permit. The lease or sale of dredged material from a navigable lake or outlying water requires a dredging contract from the Department under s. 30.20(2)(a), Wis. Stats.
This permit does not authorize impacts to wetland.
	Note: This does not preclude eligibility of waterway exemptions or eligibility of other general or individual
	permits. Wetland regulatory information is available dnr.wisconsin.gov keyword "wetland permit".
This permit does not authorize impacts to wetland.
	Note: This does not preclude eligibility of waterway exemptions or eligibility of other general or individual
	permits. Wetland regulatory information is available dnr.wisconsin.gov keyword "wetland permit".
The dredging may not be associated with any metallic or nonmetallic mining project.
The dredging may not be associated with any metallic or nonmetallic mining project.
Dredging may not occur in an area of naturally occurring sand, rock, cobble or gravel bottom unless the purpose of the dredging is for improving navigation only.
Removal of coarse woody debris, trees, or other fish and wildlife habitat structures placed below the OHWM as a result of Department authorization is prohibited.
Native aquatic vegetation may be removed incidental to the dredging event for the purpose of improving navigation only under this general permit without needing an additional aquatic plant management permit as required by Wis. Admin Code NR 109 provided that:
   a.   Removal of native aquatic vegetation is limited to a single area with a maximum width of 30 feet measured
         along the shoreline.
   b.   Any aids to navigation (e.g., piers, boatlifts) are located within that 30-foot wide zone or immediately
         adjacent to the zone.
The project shall be conducted in a manner that prevents the dispersal of sediment away from the project site. Temporary control measures such as turbidity barriers or silt curtains shall be used and shall be installed prior to dredging and removed from the waterbody when water on both sides of the curtain are visually equal. Any temporary control measures shall follow all state lighting requirements and may not obstruct navigation. You may need a “waterway marker permit” or aids to navigation if dredging in a navigation channel or routinely used water route under s. NR 5.09, Wis. Adm. Code.
Construction shall be accomplished in such a manner as to minimize erosion and siltation into surface waters and wetlands. All erosion control measures shall meet or exceed the Department approved technical standards listed under subchapter 3 of s. NR 151, Wis. Adm. Code. The technical standards are found at https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/, keyword “stormwater technical standard”.
Dredging, including dewatering activities, shall be conducted to minimize objectionable deposits, as described in s. NR 102.04(1)(a) and (c), Wis. Adm. Code, of sediment to the maximum extent practicable.
The best management practices must be designed and installed according to the storm water construction site sediment control technical standards: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/stormwater/standards/const_standards.html to ensure that carriage and or interstitial water resulting from dredging operations is consistent with background TSS levels of the receiving water provided it is uncontaminated sediment.
Dredged material may not be permanently or temporarily placed within a wetland, floodway, or re-deposited below the ordinary high water mark of a navigable waterway unless a plan is submitted and approved by the Department or unless the deposit is exempt under federal or state law. The plan shall identify the duration of placement, potential impacts to flood flows, and erosion control measures utilized to protect the wetland or navigable waterway. Permanent or temporary placement of dredged material into a wetland will require a wetland permit from the Department and potentially from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Re-deposition of dredged material below the ordinary high water mark of a navigable waterway, shall meet the standards in s. NR 347.07(4), Wis. Adm. Code, and a separate permit shall be obtained from the Department under. s. 30.12, Wis. Stats.
If multiple dredging occurrences are proposed as part of the initial application, the applicant must describe this in their initial application submittal. Once permit coverage is obtained, the general permit holder shall notify the department at least 5 business days prior to each dredging event, with the following information:
   a. Existing General Permit Docket or Identification number verifying existing coverage
   b. Proposed volume amount
   c. Proposed dimensional dredging area
   d. Location of Dredging
   e. Dredged material disposal location
Once coverage is granted by the Department under this general permit, the landowner cannot seek repeat coverage under this general permit until the full duration of coverage has expired (5 years).
No activity is authorized which is likely to jeopardize the continued existence of a threatened or endangered species or a species proposed for such designation, as identified under the Federal Endangered Species Act and/or State law or which is likely to destroy or adversely modify the critical habitat of a species as identified under the Federal Endangered Species Act.
The activity shall not result in significant adverse impacts to fishery spawning habitat, including obstruction of fish passage, or adversely affect bird breeding areas or substantially disrupts the movement of species that normally migrate from open water to upland or vice versa (i.e. amphibians, reptiles and mammals) as determined by the department.
The activity will not result in adverse impacts to historical or cultural resources and will comply with s. 44.40, Wis. Stats., as determined by the department.
Follow the most recent department approved washing and disinfection protocols and department approved best management practices to avoid the spread of invasive species as outlined in ch. NR 40, Wis. Adm. Code. These protocols and practices can be found on the Department website at https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/, keyword “invasive species BMPs”.
The project will not occur in a mapped floodplain (official Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) or local zoning map), or if the project is located in a regulated floodplain, the applicant has certified that they are working to or have obtained applicable floodplain permits from the local zoning authority.
The dredging may not result in water depth greater than 5 feet as measured from the ordinary high water mark.
For each riparian property, the amount of bottom material dredged from a waterbody may not exceed 25 cubic yards over the course of this general permit coverage (5 years).
There is no limit to the number of times dredging can occur over the course of this general permit as long as the sum of each event over the course of 5 years does not exceed 25 cubic yards. Each dredging event must adhere to the terms and conditions, including eligibility standards, of this general permit
The dredging shall not be associated with the straightening or realignment of the stream or the removal of instream habitat such as riffles or pools.
For each riparian property, the amount of bottom material dredged from a Great Lakes waterbody may not exceed 100 cubic yards over the course of this general permit.
For each riparian property, the amount of bottom material dredged from a waterbody may not exceed 25 cubic yards over the course of this general permit coverage (5 years).
There is no limit to the number of times dredging can occur over the course of this general permit as long as the sum of each event over the course of 5 years does not exceed 25 cubic yards for inland waters and 100 cubic yards Great Lakes. Each dredging event must adhere to the terms and conditions, including eligibility standards, of this general permit.
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