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Introduction

You, as students, are the future
stewards of the forest as you
become consumers, landowners,
producers, and decision makers.
By doing the activities in this
booklet you will learn about
choices that we all make to help
maintain the sustainability of
our natural forest resource.

We hope you find these activities
challenging, interesting, and fun!
You can begin by learning the
basics of sustainable forestry

as you do Forest-opoly.

Sustainable forestry
means getting as many logs
out of the forest as possible
without getting hurt.

If you answer Yes, go to number 4.
If you answer No, go to number 6.

If you're reading this, you're
lost in the woods already!
You don't take this quiz in
numerical order. Return to
number 1 and go where

the answer sends you.

Unfortunately, this isn’t the
case. Many great civilizations
have fallen by taking more
out of their resources than
the resources could provide.
Go back and try 9 again.

Sorry! Sustainable forestry
is more than growing trees
to cut them. Try 1 again.

Yes! Healthy forests now and
in the future depend on the
more than 240,000 private
individuals who own 60%
of Wisconsin forests. Now

go to 12 and give it a try.

Good! Sustainable forestry
balances what we need from
the forest today, including wood
production, recreation, wildlife
habitat, and scenic beauty,
with the needs of generations
to come. Now go on to 9.

Sad, but true. In both ancient
Greek and Roman civilizations,
growing populations, their
heavy use of wood for
energy, and soil depletion all
contributed to the collapse of
their societies. When societies
fail to use their natural
resources wisely, they come
crashing down, even the
greatest ones. Pull yourself
together and give 11 a try.

Sorry, thinking about space
benefits more than the crew
of the Enterprise. Beam
back to 12 and try again.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Humans have always
managed their resources well.

Yes, certainly — go to 3.
No, not always - to 7.

Approximately 1,800 species of
native plants and 657 species
of native vertebrates have been
identified in Wisconsin. Helping
ensure biodiversity across
Wisconsin'’s landscape is an
important part of sustainable
forestry. Now go to 32.

Who decides how Wisconsin'’s
forests will be managed?

Private citizens. Go to 5.

The government, of
course. Go to 13.

Sustainable forestry
deals with “space.”

No. What is this, a Star Trek
quiz? Beam yourself to 8.

Sounds reasonable. Go to 17.

Not true. Only 30% of
Wisconsin's forests are owned
by the public and managed
by county, state, federal, or
tribal agencies. Go back to 11.

How do foresters
use time in making
“sustainable” decisions?

It's important to know the
best time to cut all the
trees. Buzz over to 18.

They look into the future.
Find your way to 20.

Everyone knows the tropics
have lots of different species of
plants and animals, which is
also known as biodiversity.
In Wisconsin, we don’t have
biodiversity because we have
only a handful of different
plants and animals.

Yes, we do have
biodiversity! Go to 10.

No, we don’t have much
biodiversity here. Go to 21.



16.

Insect-eating songbirds that
nest in northern Wisconsin in
the summer depend on healthy
forests in Central America.

Of course they do! Go to 23.
That'’s going too far. Go to 19.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Well done! The “space” in
sustainable forestry is the whole
world! Forests of the world are
interconnected. For example,
some birds spend the winter in
the forests of Central America
and the summer in northern
Wisconsin. Only by looking at
the big picture can we make
good decisions about individual
trees. Head over to 14 to see
where time fits into the picture.

Bzzt. Remember, sustainable
forestry is more than

cutting trees. Go back

to 14 and try again.

No, it's not going too far!
Many songbirds migrate over
2,300miles to Central America
for winter because it’s warmer
and there are insects to eat,
which is not true here in the
frozen north. Fly on back to 16.

Right - the future holds the
answers! Forest management
choices must be made to
provide the things we expect
from our forests today while
maintaining the ability to meet
future needs. Since crystal balls
aren’t available, technological
advances and good scientific
data supply the answers!

Good work! Now try 16.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

Although it is true that the
tropics support more species
of plants and animals than
live in Wisconsin, go to 10 to
see just how many different
species live in our state!

Luckily, you're wrong!
Try 25 again.

Yes! As part of a huge forest
puzzle, songbirds interact
with each other and with
their environment. When any
piece of the puzzle changes,
such as the health of their
wintering ground, songbirds
will be affected. Each species
of forest plants and animals
is an important piece in

the puzzle. Now try 25.

You're an optimist! Great!
There is a direct link between a
healthy environment and the
choices we make as consumers
of our natural resources. Every
time you buy something,

use something, or throw it
away, there are consequences

somewhere in the environment.

You can make a difference
by learning how to be a
good consumer and making

responsible choices! Now try 34.

Each year, Wisconsin is losing
more and more forest lands.

That'’s right. Go to 22.
No way. Go to 28.

Most people agree that saving
the forest resource for wildlife
habitat and scenic beauty

is more important than
harvesting timber for paper,
wood products, or fuel.

If they don't, they should!
Go to 33.

Disagree. Go to 31.

Not so. Sustainable forestry is
about balancing our various
needs for the present with the
needs of future generations.
Go to 30 to learn how forests
are more than trees.
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28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

From 1968 - 1983, Wisconsin'’s
forest land rose from 14.9
million acres to 15.4 million
acres. This increase amounted
to an average gain of 27,000
acres a year. Move to 26.

Hey, don’t give up! There’s
always something you can
do to help! Try 32 again.

Well done! Sustainable forestry
balances the harvesting of
trees for useful products with
the conservation of soil, air
and water quality, wildlife and
fish habitat, as well as beauty
and recreational uses. Each

of us must make choices that
will meet our needs as well as
those of our children’s children.
Congratulations, you're on
your way to being a responsible
steward of the environment!

Sustainable forestry means that
forests can be managed to meet
many needs. Forests can meet
ecological needs such as wildlife
habitat, economic needs such as
timber, and cultural needs such
as scenic beauty. We can have

a healthy economy, a healthy
environment, and a strong
culture. But we may not be able
to have all we want or as much as
we want of everything. Go to 15.

Considering how bad the
world’s ecological crisis is

and how big the problem is,
there’s not much I can do as an
individual to make a difference.

Sad, but true! Go to 29.
Hogwash! Go to 24.

Not necessarily. Natural resources
are used to meet many of our
society’s needs including cultural
(scenic beauty), economic
(timber) and ecological (wildlife
habitat). Try 26 again.

The main thing I learned from
this quiz is that sustainable
forestry is about trees! trees! trees!

Well, of course! Go to 27.
I don’t think so. Go to 30.



Glossary

Biodiversity - the variety,
complexity, distribution and
abundance of life forms that
interact in an ecosystem
and the ecological process
that support them.

Conservation - the use of natural
resources in a way that assures
their continuing availability
to future generations; the
intelligent use of natural

resources for long-term benefits.

Forester - a person trained in
and practicing forestry.

Forestry - the principles and
practices for managing,
using and enjoying forests.
Forestry includes a broad
range of activities: managing
timber, community trees, fish,
wildlife, range, watershed,
recreation and protecting forest
and timber products from
diseases, insects and fire.

Habitat - the area that provides
an animal or plant with
adequate food, water,
shelter and living space.

Natural resources - a source
of wealth that occurs in
a natural state, such as
oil, trees or minerals.

Sustainable forestry - managing
forests to meet the needs of the
present without compromising
the ability of future generations
to meet their own needs. The
Division of Forestry works
in partnership with many
to protect and sustainably
manage Wisconsin's forest
ecosystems to supply a wide
range of ecological, economic
and social benefits for present
and future generations

On-line Resources:

Sustainable Forestry Activities
for Elementary School Students:
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/ce/
eek/teacher/milltree.htm

Take A Closer Look At Wisconsin’s
forests: http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/
Publications/pdf/FR-122.pdf

Visit and learn more about
sustainable forestry at DNR
Parks and Forests. Check out
a Forest Forever ParkPack:

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/ce/eek/
cool/parkpacks/Forest/
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