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SUBJECT: Approval of bear harvest quotas for the 2016 season. 

FOR: January 2016 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: David MacFarland, Carnivore Staff Specialist 

SUMMARY: 

Item No. 3 • B. 1 •

The department recommends a harvest quota of 4,750 bears and a harvest permit level of 11,520. In individual 
management units the recommended 2016 permit levels are: A) 1,655 B) 1,195 C) 6,190 and D) 2,480. These quota 
levels are intended to stabilize the bear population in units A, B and C and to decrease the population in unit D due to a 
high level of nuisance bear complaints there. 

The 2016 permit level recommendation represents a record number of Class A licenses available to Wisconsin bear 
hunters. The last 7 bear seasons represent the 7 highest bear harvests in Wisconsin history. Wisconsin continues to lead 
the nation with more bear harvested than in any other state. 

In developing these quotas, department staff met with interest groups and analyzed 2015 bear harvest data. 
Recommended quotas for 2016 were determined using the department's bear population model to assess the effects of 
various harvest levels relative to the current population estimate and goals. Establishing bear quotas in January each 
year is an important step in the process of implementing the permit process that the board has asked to be involved in. 
The bear permit drawing will be held soon after the establishment of quotas so that successful applicants have ample to 
time to plan for hunts. 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval of bear harvest quotas for the 2016 season. 
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� Background memo D N/A 
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