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Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 

SUBJECT: Land Sale -West Fork Kickapoo River Watershed -Vernon County 
-Bad Axe Watershed- Vernon County 

FOR: June 2015 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J. Haag, Deputy Director, Bureau of Facilities and Lands 

SUMMARY: 

Item No. 3 • B. 5 • 

The Department proposes to sell 383.15 acres of land in the West Fork Kickapoo River Watershed and 487.13 acres of 
land in the Bad Axe Watershed to Vernon County for $596,000.00. The land is no longer needed by the Department for 
conservation purposes. This item is being presented because it is both a sale of land where the value exceeds 
$50,000.00 and the acreage exceeds 40 acres. 

The parcels are known locally as Jersey Valley County Park and Sidie Hollow County Park. Jersey Valley is a 371 acre 
park near Westby. The park's most prominent feature is a 52 acre lake formed by a large flood control dam on Peaceful 
Valley Stream at the headwaters of the West Fork Kickapoo River. The lake is a popular fishing destination and is known 
for good bluegill, crappie, perch, trout and largemouth bass fishing. Vernon County Land & Water Conservation 
Department is in the process of implementing a grant to make significant improvements to Jersey Valley County Park. 
Sidie Hollow Park, in the Bad Axe Watershed, is a family campground and nature based recreation area. The park has 
521 acres for people to explore, via hiking trails, mountain bike trails or a walk through the forest that surrounds the lake 
and campground. There are 3 separate camping areas spread throughout the park. Sidie Hollow Lake covers 35 acres. 
Visitors have access to the lake from a public boat landing. Fish Include panfish, largemouth bass and trout. 

In 1965 and 1969, flood control structures were built at Sidle Hollow and Jersey Valley, respectively. These dams have 
maintained lake levels providing county residents and tourists unique recreational opportunities in the Driftless Area, 
where there are very few natural lakes. Vernon County provides annual funding for maintenance of dams, parking areas, 
restrooms and showers, roadways, hiking trails, multi-use trails, swimming areas, boat launches and fishing access points. 

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 2] 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board finds the 383.15 and 487.13 acre tracts no longer needed by the Department for 
conservation purposes and approves the sale of the land to Vernon County at the price of $596,000.00. Under the authority 
of s. 23.15 Stats. the proceeds from the land sale shall be used for future land purchases. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
!XI Background memo 
0 Type name of attachment if applicable 

D Type name of attachment if applicable 
0 Type name of attachment if applicable 

Approved by Signature Date 

Douglas J. Haag 
Bureau Director 

Sanjay Olson, Land Division 
Administrator 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 
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