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SUBJECT: Request that the Board approve the hearing notice and report to the Legislative Council Rules Clearinghouse 
for Board Order WM-1 0-13, proposed rules affecting Ch. NR 19 related to the rehabilitation of wild animals. 

FOR: June 2015 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Scott Loomans, Wildlife Regulation Policy Specialist 

SUMMARY: 

Wildlife rehabilitation is the act of providing temporary care for injured, sick or orphaned wildlife with the goal of releasing 
them back into the wild. Animals released back into the wild must have the ability to recognize and find appropriate foods, 
socialize with members of their own species, and exhibit normal behaviors such as fear of humans and predator avoidance. 

These proposed revisions will clarify existing rules and establish new requirements for people licensed to rehabilitate wild 
animals, and people who assist them, based on what the department has learned after ten years of experience 
administering the subchapter. These rules will assure that standards for the rehabilitation of wildlife are consistent, that all 
persons engaged in wildlife rehabilitation are qualified, and that rehabilitators provide the most humane care and housing 
possible for wildlife being rehabilitated. 

Holders of licenses to rehabilitate injured wild animals and their subpermittees, care providers, and volunteers are the 
primary people who will be impacted by these rules. Wildlife rehabilitation is typically performed by non-profit organizations 
or individuals and volunteers who are not reimbursed by government funding or by fees paid for services. 

We recommend holding hearings in four locations spread geographically around the state in areas where there are actively 
operating rehabilitation facilities. The locations would be the fox valley area, Eau Claire, Rhinelander, and Madison in 
August. 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval of the hearing notice and report to the Legislative Council Rules Clearinghouse for Board 
OrderWM-10-13, proposed rules affecting Ch. NR 19 related to the rehabilitation of wild animals. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicablel: 
181 Background memo [gl Clearinghouse report 
181 Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis form 181 Board order/rule 

Approved by 

Tom Hauge, 
Bureau Director 

Sanjay Olson, 
Division Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

Signature Date 
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http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2015/June/June-2015-NRB-agenda.html































































