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SUBJECT: Land Acquisition- Sandhill Wildlife Area - Wood County 

FOR: JUNE 2014 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: The Department has obtained an option to purchase 66.2 acres of land from Thomas and Dianna Bowden for 
$ 155,000 for the Sandhill Wildlife Area in Wood County. The item is being submitted because the purchase price 
exceeds $150,000. 

Sandhill Wildlife Area was established in 1962 and is currently a 9, 150-acre property located in southwestern Wood 
County, approximately 25 miles south of Marshfield and 12 miles southwest of Wisconsin Rapids. The properLy is 
managed by Sandhill/Meadow Valley Work Unit personnel stationed at Sandhill Wildlife Area. Nearly all ofthe 
property is enclosed by a 10-foot deer fence to allow unique research opportunities. The project lies within the bed 
of extinct Glacial Lake Wisconsin and features low, sandy uplands of oak, aspen, and jack pine forests, large marshes 
and many flowages an expansive region of flat marshy land interspersed with forests covering parts of seven counties 
in central Wisconsin. Land management focuses on forest, wetland, and oak barrens communities. The property also 
provides nature-based educational opportunities to the public through its Outdoor Skills Center. 

The Bowden parcel is located within the Sandhill Wildlife Area's project boundary and adjoins existing Department 
land to the south, east and west. The majority of the property is in the forested tloodway with a few acres of 
delineated wetlands. The northern part of the parcel is almost entirely forested, containing lowland aspen, red maple 
with pockets of upland black oak and a small red pine plantation, along with some scattered pines, tamarack and tag­
alder. The forested areas of this property provide habitat and associated recreational opportunities for hunting white­
tailed deer, ruffed grouse and woodcock, trapping for primarily upland species such as raccoon, coyotes, fisher, and 
mink, plus oppo1tunities for wildlife viewing of species such as eastern phoebe, pileated woodpecker, ruffed grouse, 
woodcock, scarlet tanager, indigo bunting, and rose-breasted grosbeak. Acquisition would also provide habitat 
management opportunities for endangered species and species of special concern. 

Fifty-five acres have been in the MFL program since 1997. A timber sale has recently been set up with the condition 
if the land is sold, Mr. Bowden may cancel the contract, which he will do as he wants to sell the timber intact to 
DNR. Once the land is acquired, Wildlife and Forestry staff will follow through with the planned harvest. 

The southern portion of the parcel contains similar woodlands and a 24' X 40' metal shed in near-new condition with 
a cement floor. The shed was valued at $16,000 by the appraiser and would provide additional equipment storage 
space for Sandhill. The shed access will require some gravel and a gate, with an estimated cost of less than $1000. 

The Bowden parcel provides excellent blocking to the fenced portion of the Sandhill Wildlife Area and will enhance 
access to adjoining Department owned land for public recreation. Access to the Bowden property is via County 
Highway X, providing 2 areas to park vehicles and enter this property. Maintenance costs for these areas will be 
minimal, requiring only some initial brush removal followed by annual mowing. There will be some initial 
reclamation costs for property clean-up and removal of farm debris, abandonment of a sand-point well, and removal 
of a small hunting camper. The estimate for this work is $6,800. 

The property .is a part of the original Bowden family farmstead; the cunent owners are the fourth generation of their 
family ( I 19 years) to enjoy these lands adjacent to Sandhill and would like to see it become part of the project. Mr. 
Bowden has fond childhood memories of participating in many activities such as trapping deer and ruffed grouse with 
his father, Carl Bowden, who worked as a wildlife technician at Sandhill. The Bowden family also wishes to donate 
$5,000 for management activities at Sandhill. 

RECOMMENDATION: 	That the Board approve the purchase of 66.20 acres of land from Thomas and Dianna Bowden for 
$155,000 for Sandhill Wildlife Area in Wood County and accept the gift of $5000 for management 
activities at Sandhill that a certificate of appreciation be sent to the Bowden's and that an expression of 
appreciation be made a part ofthe official records of the Natural Resources Board. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/June/June-2014-NRB-agenda.html





















