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SUBJECT: Land Acquisition - Glacial Habitat Restoration - Fond Du Lac County 

FOR: JUNE 2014 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: 	 The Department has obtained an option to purchase I09.46 acres of land from Todd Cross for $185,000 for the 
Glacial Habitat Restoration Area in Fond DuLac County. The item is being submitted because the purchase price 
exceeds $150,000. 

The 109.46 acre tract is located in the Town of Waupun in Fond duLac County approximately 6 miles north of the 
City of Waupun and lies within the Glacial Habitat Restoration project area. The parcel is bordered by approximately 
492 acres of Department lands in a combination of fee title and easement ownership along the east boundary. There 
arc private lands along the north, and south sides and a town road border the west. 

In 1995 the Department purchased a Wildlife Habitat Restoration Easement without public access on all but 1.6 acres 
of this property. 	The cost of the easement was $36,900. The easement restricts development and agricultural uses on 
the propetiy. The small area was left out as it was a potential building site containing a shed. The shed is on a 
concrete slab, has electrical hookup and measures 24' x 30'. The easement does not allow for any public use of the 
property. Department Staff intend to use the shed to store equipment and as meeting site for learn to hunt programs 
and nature programs. A dug well was identified during the Environmental inspection. The depth is unknown at this 
time but could be in the range of 30-60 feet deep, though it appears to be partially filled. Reclamation funds in the 
amount of $1000 are requested for abandonment of the well. 

The topography of the parcel is relatively flat with gradual sloping to the east. Thitty-five acres have been restored to 
prairie, 5.5 acres has an oak woodlot, 1.6 acres is upland with the shed, and the remainder is wetlands with a mix of 
cattails and various wetland plants. The wetlands have been surveyed for potential restoration through berm creation 
and scrapes. 

The Glacial Habitat Restoration Area (GHRA) was established in 1990 to restore 38,600 acres of grasslands and 
II ,000 acres of wetlands to increase populations of ring-necked pheasants, waterfowl, and grassland songbirds in 24 
townships in Dodge, Fond du Lac, Columbia, and Winnebago Counties. To accomplish this, the Depa1tment is us ing 
perpetual easements, fee title acquis ition, other agency programs, volunteer agreements and cost-share activities. The 
project uses a landscape scale approach to habitat management that incorporates a patchwork ofwetland and 
grasslands with cropland to create habitat conditions more favorable for self-sustaining wildlife populations in the 
glacial moraines ofeast central Wisconsin. The intent is to widely scatter suitable habitat throughout the area, rather 
than concentrating the habitat in one area. The mix of agricultural land, grasslands, and wetlands is the key to 
productive wildli fe populations. Reductions in habitat quality and quantity because of land use changes have 
contributed to the decline ofgrassland nesting wildlife populations. Also, wetland loss or degradation has been an 
imp01tant factor in the decline of many wetland wildlife species. Applying the habitat management practices that 
restore and enhance grasslands and wetlands will create more favorable conditions for self-sustaining populations of 
blue-winged teal, mallards, ring-necked pheasants, and non-game grassland birds. 

This parcel will provide much improved and expanded public access for nature based recreation. Hunting, fishing, 
trapping, cross country ski ing and hiking will be the featured recreational act ivities. The property will provide deer, 
woodcock, waterfowl, pheasant, dove, and turkey hunting opportunities and offer good opportunities for trapping 
muskrat, raccoon and mink. The property will also offer good wildli fe viewing opportunities for photographers and 
birders. 

The Department recommends acquisition of the I 09.46 acre parcel to allow management of the area for wildlife, to 
consolidate slate ownership and to provide additional opportunities for public recreation and education. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of I09.46 acres of land fi·om Todd Cross for $185,000 for the Glacial 
J-labitat Restoration Area in Fond Du Lac County. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/June/June-2014-NRB-agenda.html





















