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SUBJ'ECT: Land Acquisition - Govemor Thompson State Parlt - Marinette County 

FOR: JUNE 2014 BOARD MEETJNG 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: 	 The Depanment has obtained an option to purchase 69.33 acres of land from Kathryn Sueltlow for $215,000 for the 
Governor Thompson State Park in Marinette County. The item is being submitted because the purchase price 
exceeds $150,000. 

This is an important parcel that links the eastern park lands with the main park property. The parcel has 
approximately 783 feet of straight line frontage on Woods Lake, an II acre lake with a maximum depth of I 0 feet. 
The acquisition increases the undeveloped and scenic character of the state park and provides an atmosphere of 
solitude and reflection for the day-use activities on Woods Lake. 

The Sueltlow property also has I ,484 feet of two bank stream frontage on an outlet stream from Woods Lake. The 
property is mostly wooded, about 60% upland with mixed northem hardwoods and scattered pine. The soil types are 
primarily sands and rock outcrop complex and fail'ly well d1·ained, except along the stream and lake fi·ontage. The 
property is vacant with I,320 feet of frontage on Ranch Road. Ranch Road is the southerly Project Boundary of the 
park. This propetty also blocks well abutting Depa1tment land along its west and north lines. 

The Governor Thompson State Park, established in December of2000, is located in west-central Marinette County in 
no1theast Wisconsin. The park was created with the acquisition of nearly 2,200 acres, and includes 3,000 feet of 
fi·ontage on Woods Lake, 2,300 feet of frontage on Huber Lake and almost four miles of frontage on Caldron Falls 
Flowage. In addition, over 4,000 feet of trout streams and two miles of unnamed intermittent streams are within the 
project boundary. The project area is 90% wooded with a mixture of forest types, and has the potential to provide a 
wide range of outdoor recreation activities. The Governor Thompson State Park is located approximately 65 miles 
from the Fox River Valley, 50 miles from the City of Green Bay and ISO miles north of the City of Madison. 
Marinette County has seen the demand for recreational property increase greatly in the past few years. Caldron Falls 
and the High Falls Reservoir are areas that are heavily wooded, prized for theil· quality fishery and offer a feel or• the 
north" which is very desirable for recreational pursuits. 

The Department recommends the acquisition of the Suelflow property to provide opportunities for public recreation, 
protect a scenic area, allow natw·alresource management and consolidate state ownership in Governor Thompson 
State Park. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of 69.33 acres of land from Kathryn Suelflow for $215,000 for 
Governor Thompson State Park in Marinette County. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No [?SI Fiscal Estimate Required 	 Yes D Attached 
No I2SI Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required Yes D Attached 
No D Background Memo 	 Yes [8J Attached 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/June/June-2014-NRB-agenda.html























