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SUBJECT: 
Request that the Board adopt Board Order FR-20-12, proposed rules affecting NR 45.045(2) (a), (b), (d), and (e) related 
to decreasing the distance from which firewood may be brought onto state lands from 25 to 10 miles and allowing wood 
from out of state to enter state lands if originating within 10 miles. 

FOR: January 2014 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Andrea Diss-Torrance, Plant pest and disease specialist 

SUMMARY: 
Reducing the distance firewood moves minimizes the spread of emerald ash borer (EAB) and other wood infesting 
invasive species even in counties that are quarantined. By minimizing the spread of EAB and other pests and diseases, 
we buy time for the development of new control tools and delay the day when communities and woodlots become 
infested and start taking losses from the invading pest. The actions taken by the state on its public campgrounds and the 
level of concern shown regarding the risk posed by wood infested with invasive pests and diseases is taken seriously by 
the public. Surveys of campers and private campground owners show that what is modeled at the state properties 
influences the choices the public makes in how far they move wood and the steps they take to protect their own 
properties from infestation. The department started regulating wood that may enter state lands in 2006, prohibiting 
firewood from out of state. In 2007, the NRB approved adding a 50 mile limit to that prohibition and in 2010, the 
regulation was further tightened to 25 miles. Currently , wood that was cut from within 25 miles of the state campground 
or property is allowed into the campground or property. The primary change being proposed is to reduce that distance to 
10 miles. A risk model shows a significant reduction in risk of introduction of a wood borne invasive species with this 
change from 25 to 10 miles, especially as the number of infestations in the state increases, as it has with emerald ash 
borer in 2013. · 

The current prohibition against firewood from other states is proposed for removal as it will not significantly add to the to 
the reduction of the risk of introduction of a wood borne invasive pest or disease if the distance limit is reduced to 10 
miles. 

The impact on small business is expected to be minimal (level3). The changes proposed to this rule wou ld affect 
firewood vendors. Those within 10 miles of state properties and those that are certified as treating their wood to kill 
infesting organisms would be benefited by these changes. Those vendors getting their wood from less than 25 miles but 
more than 1 0 miles and who are not certified would lose sales to campers QoinQ to the state campQround. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board adopt Board Order FR-20-12. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
[8:1 background memo D Attachments to background memo 
[8:1 Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis (EIA) form D Environmental assessment or impact statement 
[8:1 Response summary [8:1 Board order/rule 

Approved by Signature Date 

Bob Mather, Bureau Director, Forest 
Management 

Paul Delong, Division administrator, 
Forestry 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison • AD/8 ment rule coordinator - LS/8 
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