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Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 

SUBJECT: Request that the Board adopt AM-19-13, proposed rules affecting NR 446 related to the control of mercury 
emitted by coal-fired electric generating units 

FOR: January 2014 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Pat Stevens, Administrator, Division of Air, Waste, and R&R 
SUMMARY: 
Under the current form of the state mercury rule, Wisconsin coal-fired electric generationg units (EGU) must comply with 
a second, more stringent control requirement beginning on January 1, 2015. The proposed rule will change this initial 
compliance date to April16, 2016. 

Changing the compliance date to April16, 2016 facilitates the transition of mercury emission regulation from under the 
state mercury rule to regulation under two recently promulgated federal rules. The two federal rules are the mercury and 
air toxics standards (MATS) rule and the industrial, commercial and institutional (ICI) boiler rule. The initial compliance 
dates of these two rules are April16, 2015 and January 31 , 2016, respectively. Together, these two federal rules regulate 
the same EGUs that are subject to the state mercury rule. Pursuant to s. 285.27 (2) (d), Wis. Stats., these EGUs are no 
longer subject to the state mercury rule once their emissions are regulated under the federal emission standards. 
Therefore, the federal rules are the long-term regulations for coal-fired EGU mercury emissions. 

Moving the second state rule compliance date to April16, 2016 will allow EGUs to focus on meeting the federal 
standards. This change will reduce complexity, cost, and compliance burden because it prevents the EGUs from 
becoming subject to the second state rule requirements on January 1, 2015, only to be exempt a short time later when 
compliance begins under the federal rules. In additon to reducing compliance cost and burden, the Department does not 
anticipate that the proposed rule change will result in an appreciable difference in actual mercury emission levels. The 
proposed later compliance date will ensure that mercury reductions occur in the event that federal rules are delayed. 

The proposed rule reduces cost and compliance burden to electric utilities and does not impact small business or have an 
added economic cost impact. 
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RECOMMENDATION: That the Board adopt AM-19-13. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
l'8J memo to the Board 
[8J Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis (EIA) form 
l'8l Response summary 
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Attachments to background memo 
Environmental assessment or impact statement 
Board order/rule 

Approved by Signature Date 

Bart Sponseller, Director of Air 
Management 

Pat Stevens, Division Administrator, Air, 
Waste and R&R 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

apartment rule coordinator - LS/8 cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/Jan/Jan-2014-NRB-agenda.html























