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SUBJECT: 
Request that the Board authorize public hearings for FR-07-12, proposed rules affecting chapter NR 47.65 related to a 
new County Forest time standards grant, which would allow county forests additional flexibility in selecting the optimal 
combination of resources provided by the department. 

FOR: February 2014 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Joe Schwantes, County & Public Forest Specialist, Bureau of Forest Management 

SUMMARY: 

The Division of Forestry's (DOF) Strategic Direction process, completed in 2011 -12, realigned forestry division resources 
to better accomplish the DOF's mission in Wiscon_sin's Statewide F;orest Plan. As part of that process, each County 
Forest established under Wis. stat s. 28.11 was given the opportunity to request a modification of the allocation of 
resources provided by the Department among a suite of grants and the hours of technical assistance the DOF provides to 
best meet their individual needs. The proposed rule would create a new grant program which would provide a mechanism 
for the DOF to be able to provide for such a reallocation of assistance, as desired by several counties. 

This proposed rule would create a new grant program, which would allow additional flexibility for County Forests to select 
the optimal combination of resources provided to each by the Department. Presently the DNR Division of Forestry (DOF) 
provides assistance to County Forests, aligning workload with the statutory role of the DNR in oversight of the County 
Forest program. The new grant program would provide a mechanism for the DOF to be able to provide for such a 
reallocation of technical assistance for grant funding to interested counties. 

Creation of this rule should generate little controversy since the Wisconsin County Forests Association and the County 
Forest Administrators worked with the department to develop the draft rule language and support its adoption . 

The Natural Resources Board approved the Statement of Scope at its April 2012 meeting. The Natural Resources Board 
was notified of the intent to solicit information and advice for the preparation of an economic impact analysis in December 
2013. 

Economic impacts of this rule are anticipated to be minimal. Depending on the level of grant funding utilized by County 
Forests under this grant program and whether grant funds are ut!lized to hire temporary employees or independent 
forestry contractors, there could potentially be a small positive impact on the forestry consultant business sector. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board authorize public hearings for FR-07-12. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
181 background memo D Attachments to background memo 
181 Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis (EIA) form D Environmental assessment or impact statement 
D Response summary 181 Board order/rule 

Approved by Signature Date 

Bob Mather, Bureau Director 

Paul Delong, Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 
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