
Approved by 

Jill Jonas, Bureau Director 

Ken Johnson, Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

Signature Date 

Form 1100-001P (Rev. 11/12) Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Item No. 3 • A • 3 • 
Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 

SUBJECT: 
Request that the Board adopt DG-02-13, proposed rules affecting Chapter 280 Wisconsin Statutes related to heat 
exchange drillhole construction. The proposed rule creates a new requirement that persons drilling heat exchange 
drillholes must have a heat exchange drilling license. The proposed rules also set construction specifications for heat 
exchange drillholes that can be approved by notification rather than individual application review. The proposed action 
implements 2011 Wisconsin Act 150. 

FOR: February 2014 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Ken Johnson, Water Division Administrator 

SUMMARY: 
2011 Wisconsin Act 150 created new definitions in Chapter 280, Stats., for heat exchange drillhole and heat exchange 
drilling, and modified the individual and business license to create a generic drilling license with specific authorization to 
do well drilling or heat exchange drilling. Wisconsin Act 150 requires that the department establish new criteria and 
requirements for evaluating inidivduals' existing heat exchange drilling experience, and establish requirements for 
attaining and maintaining a heat exchange drilling license. To implement the requirements for the licensing of heat 
exchange drillers and construction standards for heat exchange drillholes, NR 146- license registration , and NR 812
construction requirements, need to be amended. 

Revision to the rules should generate little controversy since the Wisconsin Water Well Association worked with the 
legislature, technical college leaders, other industry representatives, and the department, to promote passage of 
Wisconsin Act 150 and is in favor of the rule amendments. 

Economic impacts of the passage of this rule will be minimal. Actual costs to drillers are small and unlikely to affect 
decisions to offer a service or enter a business sector. The current water well drilling license is $50.00 per year for an 
individual drilling license and/or $50.00 for the drilling firm business license. The cost is anticipated to be simular to add 
authorization for heat exchange drilling. Administration of the driller license exam is currently done at no cost to the driller. 
As a result, actual costs to consumers to use geothermal energy are unlikely to be affected by the licensing and 
construction requirements. 

The Natural Resources Board approved the Statement of Scope at its June 2013 meeting. Public hearings were held 
December 16-17, 2013. 

As of April 1, 2015 heat exchanqe drillinq may not be conducted without the required license. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board adopt DG-02-13. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
D (choose one) [8J Attachments to background memo 
D Statement of scope 0 Governor approval of statement of scope 
[gj Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis (EIA) form 0 Environmental assessment or impact statement 
[gj Response summary [8J Board order/rule 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 Department rule coordinator- LS/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/Feb/Feb-2014-NRB-agenda.html























































































