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SUBJECT: 
Request that the Board adopt Board Order SS-14-12, proposed rules affecting ch. NR 157, NR 219, and NR 233, related 
to analytical test methods and procedures for the analysis of wastewater and biosolids. 

FOR: APRIL 2014 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Steve Geis, Chief, Environmental Science Services 

SUMMARY: 
This rule change is necessary to comply with findings by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
On July 28, 2011 , the Department received a letter (dated July 18, 2011) from EPA identifying seventy-five questions and 
potential inconsistencies between Wisconsin's statutory or regulatory authority to administer its National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) approved program and federal statutes or regulations. This rule package is 
designed to address the ninth citation in EPA's July 18th letter. 

The EPA publication SW-846, entitled Test Methods for Evaluating Solid Waste, Physical/Chemical Methods, is the waste 
division of EPA's official compendium of analytical and sampling methods that have been evaluated and approved for use 
in complying with the federal RCRA regulations. The DNR has allowed SW 846 methods for analysis of wastewater 
samples since 1995 because the methods are revised frequently and contain stringent quality control measures. 
However, EPA has requested that DNR remove from NR 219 all references to allowing SW 846 methods as "approved" 
methods for analysis of wastewater samples, although SW-846 methods are still allowed for the analyis of biosolids. 

Therefore, the primary objective of this rule change is to remove SW-846 analytical methods, that EPA has not approved 
for wastewater, from the list of approved analyses in NR 219. A secondary objective is to add methods that are currently 
allowed by EPA per40 CFR Part 136 but are not included in NR 219. 

The Board approved the Scope statement in June 2012 and authorized the Department to hold public hearings in 
December 2013. Public hearings were held in January 2014. No members of the public attended any of the three public 
hearing sessions and only a single public comment was received . · 

The proposed rule is not anticipated to have an economic impact on small business. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board adopt Board Order SS-14-12. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
~ background memo 0 Attachments to background memo 
~ Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis (EIA) form 0 Environmental assessment or impact statement 
~ Response summary ~ Board order/rule 

Approved by 

Jack Sullivan, Bureau Director 

AI Shea, Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

Date 

ment rule coordinator- LS/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/April/April-2014-NRB-agenda.html





















































































































































