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SUBJECT: Information on updating the Statewide Walleye Management Plan, the Wisconsin Walleye Initiative, and the 
expanded walleye stocking program. 

FOR: December 2013 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Ron Bruch, Fisheries Services Section Chief 

SUMMARY: 
The Department would like to provide information to the Board on the Wisconsin Walleye Initiative (WWI) and the 

Fisheries Management Bureau's role in updating the Statewide Walleye Management Plan, communication efforts to 

ensure stakeholders and partners are informed, and work being done to effectively implement the WWI. 


The Wisconsin Walleye Initiative was developed by the Department of Natural Resources and the Governor's office and 
funded by the Legislature to dramatically increase the number of walleyes in state waters by expanding production of 
large fingerling walleye at state, private, and tribal fish hatcheries for stocking in waters accessible to the public. 

Since 1997, the Fisheries Program has been directing management of the state's walleye populations and fisheries 
through the Statewide Walleye Management Plan, including joint efforts and agreements with Chippewa Tribes on walleye 
harvest in the northern waters of the Ceded Territory. The Walleye Management Plan will encompass the objectives of the 
WWI, take advantage of upgrades to the state hatchery facilities, and capitalize on a growing interest by the tribal and 
private sector aquaculture interests in raising walleye for state waters. It will also engage Wisconsin's fishing business 
interests, anglers, and tribes in discussing and setting statewide walleye management objectives. 

RECOMMENDATION: nformation only 
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