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Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 

SUBJECT: 
Request that the Board adopt Board Order FH-25-12, proposed rules affecting NR 25 related to the number and 
placement of trap nets for commercial fishing activity in the Restricted Use Area of Lake Superior. 

FOR: December 2013 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Peter Stevens, Lake Superior Fish Team Supervisor 

SUMMARY: 
The proposed rule change will revise ch. NR 25, Wis. Adm. Code, to define trap net placement locations and commercial 
fishing activity in the Restricted Use Area of Lake Superior, which is bounded by the Bayfield Ferry line, a line between 
Houghton Point and Long Island Point, and a line between Long Island Point and the southernmost point on Madeline 
Island. Commercial fishers may currently place trap nets in the Restricted Use Area for the taking of whitefish or herring 
from June 1 to August 15. Currently, the only limit on how many nets an individual fisher or all fishers combined may place 
in this small area is the total number of trap nets allowed per commercial licensee, which is 10, and distance restrictions 
limiting the proximity of adjacent trap nets. 

The rule addresses the primary issues with current trap net placement: navigational safety and user conflict. Over the last 
two years, the Department has received complaints from sporUrecreational anglers about a heavy use of trap nets within 
this area and commercial fishers have experienced acts of vandalism to their nets resulting in repair costs. The rule will 
include provisions for creating a travel corridor and limiting the number of trap nets in the Restricted Use Area. 

The proposed rule is expected to have a minimal economic impact on small businesses. (level 3) 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board adopt Board Order FH-25-12. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
l:8l background memo D Attachments to background memo 
D Statement of scope D Governor approval of statement of scope
l:8l Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis {EIA) form D Environmental assessment or impact statement 
l:8l Response summary l:8l Board order/rule 

Approved by 

Mike Staggs, Bureau Director 

Ken Johnson, Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

Date 

Department rule coordinator- LS/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2013/Dec/Dec-2013-NRB-agenda.html



































