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Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 


SUBJECT: 
Request that the Board authorize public hearings for DG-03-13, proposed rules affecting Chapter 280 statutes related to 
water supply wells. The proposed rule registers drill rig operators. The proposed rule also requires that persons filling and 
sealing wells, and persons that inspect well and water systems for real estate transactions must be licensed well drillers or 
pump installers. 

FOR: December 2013 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Ken Johnson, Water Division Administrator 

SUMMARY: 
The 2008 revisions to Chapter 280, Wis. Stats., require individuals to hold either a water well driller or pump installer 
license to fill and seal wells, and to conduct well and water system inspections if one is requested as part of a property 
transfer. The same statute revision requires the department to develop rules for issuing citations for specific licensing, and 
well and pump code violations. It also authorized the department to develop registration and training requirements for 
registered drill rig operators. The proposed code changes bring NR 146 and NR 812 in sync with the statute. 

The proposed revisions to NR 812 will require the use of a common inspection form for water systems being inspected as 
part of a real estate transfer. The inspection form requires the inspector to look for unused and noncompliant wells on 
properties. Using a common form will bring consistency to the inspection process. Inspection forms and water sample test 
results will not be sent to DNR. Inspection findings will be a matter to be resolved between the buyer, seller and lending 
institution. 

The proposed rule changes and real estate inspection form were developed with representatives of the Wisconsin Water 
Well Association, well drillers and pump installers. We believe the well drilling and pump installing businesses support 
these revisions. 

The Natural Resources Board approved the Statement of Scope prior to Act 21. 

The expected economic impact to small businesses might be positive. The inspection of properties and water systems 
during real estate transfer should result in unused and noncompliant wells that need to be upgraded to become compliant 
with the code, or filled and sealed. This may lead to additional work for licensed persons and help avoid costly well 
contamination for property owners. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board authorize public hearings for DG-03-13. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
l8l background memo 0 Attachments to background memo 
0 Statement of scope 0 Governor approval of statement of scope
l8l Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis (EIA) form 0 Environmental assessment or impact statement 
0 Response summary l8l Board order/rule 

Approved by Signature Date 

Jill D. Jonas, Bureau Director, DG 

Ken Johnson, Water Division 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 Program attorney - LS/8 Department rule coordinator - LS/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2013/Dec/Dec-2013-NRB-agenda.html

































































































































































































