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Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 

SUBJECT: Request for approval for Secretary's Executive Order to extend deadline for county adoption of updated 
ordinances .under NR 115. 

FOR: December 2013 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Russ Rasmussen, Deputy Water Division Administrator 

SUMMARY: 

The department proposes· to extend the time period for adoption or amendment of county shore land zoning ordinances. 
The department has the authority to extend the time period, under s. NR 115.06(3)(c), Wis. Adm. Code, if the departm~nt 
determines that an extension is in the public interest Counties must currently adopt an ordinance in compliance with NR 

' 	 115 by February 1, 2014. The department seeks to extend the deadline, through an executive order issued by the 
Secretary, to all of the counties in Wisconsin until May 1, 2016. 

The 2009 revisions to ch . NR 115 included a number of new standards, and some counties raised concerns regarding the 
implementation and administration of the revised standards. Consequently, to address these concerns the department 
submitted a scope statement (WT-06-12) for NR 115, which was approved by the Governor on February 15, 2012, and 
approved by Natural Resources Board as required by s.227.135(2), Stats. on March 28, 2012. The department has 
completed an Economic Impact Analysis and held public hearings in August of 2013. The department exp_ects the current 
rulemaking process to be complete by the spring of 2014. Extending the deadli_ne for counties to revise their shoreland 
zoning ordinances will provide additional time for the department to complete the rulemaking process and will reduce the 
expense and time associated with amend county shoreland ordinance multiple times. Further, additional time will also 
allow counties to plan for sufficient staffing to complete ordinance revisions. 

RECOMMENDATION: Authorize the issuance of an Executive Order, by the Secretary, to extend the deadline for county 
adoption of updated ordinances under 1\JR 115. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
181 Background memo 181 Type name of attachment or type N/A if not applicable 
D Draft Executive Order D Type name of attachment or type N/A if not applicable 

Approved by 	 Signature Date 

Pamela Biersach, Bureau Director 

Ken Johnson, Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary II 
cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2013/Dec/Dec-2013-NRB-agenda.html







