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Wisconsin continues to be a world deer hunting destination, with over 633,600 hunters from every state in
the country and several foreign countries having purchased licenses to participate in the traditions of the
state’s 162nd nine-day gun deer season this year. The traditions of the nine-day hunt include camaraderie,
deer camp stories, a commitment to safety and respect for fellow hunters and the state’s natural resources.
Continuing and sharing these traditions is what keeps the state’s hunting heritage strong, and is a goal of
the department.

This year the depariment saw the traditions being passed along to nearly 27,000 new resident hunters who
bought First Time and Returning Hunter licenses for the nine-day. New female hunters represented 33
percent of this total, with the number of female hunters aged 10 to 30 increasing 10 percent this year and
overall, females made up 10 percent of all deer license sales, going into opening weekend.

Temperatures opening weekend were extremely cold, limiting hunters’ ability to stay in the woods.
However conditions improved by the second half of the week, with hunters putting them to good use.

This year’s preliminary harvest totals indicate 226,582 deer were killed, down 7 percent from 2012’s call-
in numbers. The preliminary tally showed hunters harvested 97,765 bucks and 128,817 antlerless deer.
This compared to 2012 call-in registration figures of 114,822 bucks and 128,917 antlerless, for a 15
percent decrease in the buck kill, while the antlerless kill was almost exactly the same as 2012.

Preliminary harvest numbers were down opening weekend throughout the state showing a total decrease
of about 18 percent, due in part to the cold and windy conditions.

Whether hunters harvested a deer or not, many enjoyed sharing their tales, celebrating others’ successful
hunts, and connecting with the landscape once again. This year, DNR provided many cominunication
forums for sharing these tales, experiences and knowledge. Deer season communications focused heavily
on personalizing the DNR and connecting with hunters — our partners in conservation — providing
information and services to help ensure a fun and safe season. It also focused on connecting a broader
network of hunters and deer season enthusiasts with one another.,

The agency expanded on existing communication tools by launching its first hunting and fishing guide
mobile app just prior to the season. The app can be used to find places to hunt, registration locations, and
regulations. It also has a trophy case feature for sharing photos as well as GPS mapping features and a
safety alert tool to keep help within arm's reach if needed.

One of the most important messages continuously shared with department’s large network of hunters is
the need to hunt safely. Eight shooting related incidents were reported in 2013, none being fatal. This is
below the 10-year average which is nine.

Wisconsin continues its commitment to hunter safety. More than 30,000 students complete the hunter’s
safety program every year, thanks to the work of more than 4,200 volunteer hunter education instructors,
a safety conscious hunting community and DNR staff dedicated to continually enhancing hunter safety.
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Before the hunter education course started, hunter fatalities during the season commonly ran into the
double digits.

Finally, DNR connected with thousands of hunters during the season through the use of the Customer
Setvice Call Center. This illustrates our increased customer service and ability to process questions
immediately. :

To me, there are no questions on why people come here from every state in the nation and even from
other countries to take part in the nine-day. For some the ultimate goal is to harvest a deer, but for nearly
all it’s about the traditions and the camaraderie of the season. The quality of the experience would not
exist without hunter’s continued commitment to safety and respect of the resource.

This year, the traditions of the nine-day were shared with a large cohort of new hunters. Many thanks go
out to all the seasoned hunters who encouraged someone new to join in the traditions of their hunt this
year, and for those new hunters who took advantage of the opportunity to try hunting. 1 am proud of
DNR’s efforts to make it easier for new hunters to join in the fun of the season as well.

Of course no hunt is 100 percent successful unless all hunters return home unharmed. But Wisconsin
remains committed to hunter safety. Statistically, overall hunter safety continues to increase and will

remain a priority for all hunting seasons.

The DNR thanks hunters and their families for their involvement, for their respect of each other and the
resource, and for continuing to be our partners in conservation,
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Deer Season 2013 Communications Summary

Deer Season 2013 communications strategically implemented tactics to continue and enhance DNR’s
connection with hunters and their families, providing information, services, and social netwmks to help
make the season fun, safe, and sharable with others.

The use of existing communications tools was fine-tuned for efficiency and effectiveness. Meanwhile,
resources were focused on the development of new tools to increase the reach and impact for this yeat’s
season. New tools included the launch of DNR’s first fish and wildlife guide mobile app, as well as the
launch of DNR’s Pinterest page, the development of the First Harvest Certificate, and a concentrated
effort to promote the First Time Buyer license through both earned and paid media strategies.

Deer season is a time when all hands are on deck for staff within the Office of Communications, and
within nearly all other programs, who may step aside from traditional roles to devote their talents and
expertise to help meet the goals of the season. For another year, the team met the goals of the deer season
communication plan. We built on the momentum we gained last year by continuing to focus on the feel-
good aspects of deer hunting in Wisconsin. Last year we solidified that deer season in Wisconsin is about
fun with family and friends, with a push to include new hunters — specifically women. This year we
continued to highlight the traditions and the culture that makes this state America’s deer hunting
destination. We encouraged people to keep the traditions alive by sharing them with each other, with us,
and with new hunters., We promoted the ease of getting involved in hunting, including discounted
licenses, a new mobile app, and mentorship. We also highlighted opportunities for hunters to connect
with DNR (now and continuing after the season, as year -long partners in conservation) and with each
other,

Earned, paid, and social media strategies, as well as timed web promotions and landing page
developinent, in addition to television and video productions, were used in a self-reinforcing manner to
share the messages of the season and reach our goals with the targeted audience of hunters and potential
new hunters.

The season kicked off with the production and airing of Deer Hunt Wisconsin 2013 television special
with Dan Small. Segments featuring DNR staff and Sec. Stepp focused on tips and information hunters
would find useful going into the season, and in the long term, including the season forecast, an update and
hunter recruitment efforts, deer research highlights, a summary of Deer Trustee Report implementation
and an educational segment on managing private land for habitat and well as deer population health. 1t
was recently noted that the show was the highest rated taped show for one entire airing day on Fox Sports
Wisconsin,

As opening weekend got closer and excitement built, an intensive five day phase of the campaign rolled
out. This phase included the launch of daily feature web pages, “splash” pop up pages, a three-day series
of live online chats focusing on one topic per day to answer important questions (season forecast, finding
and understanding open hunting lands, and regulations and safety), GovDelivery messages, video
message distribution (featuring Gov. Walker and Sec. Stepp), coordinated social media postings,
promotions of DNR’s customer service call line, advertisements and the launch of DNR’s mobile app for
iPhones followed by Android. The agency’s first Pinterest contest was also launched and, along with the
second year of a virtual warden ride-a-long via Twitter, extended throughout the nine-day season. A
Monday pre-season and an opening day telepress conference were held, allowing media to dial in to hear
statements from DNR experts, as well as Sec. Stepp, to inform and provide quotes for season related
coverage. After opening weekend and the final weekend, reports were issued, focusing on the traditions
and camaraderie as well as providing preliminary harvest updates and safety reports.
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YouTube - DNR’s channel, WI DNR TV, celebrated its second birthday just prior to the season with
nearly 300,000 views, gaining two-thirds of views in this second year. The three most popular videos
were deer hunting related, with the winner being this year’s deer season opening nessage featuring Gov. .
Walker and Sec. Stepp, receiving over 7,000 views. A video about hunting safely was also in the top
three. '

Facebook, Pinterest, Twitter - Integrated as key tools for promoting other communication pieces and
engaging followers in conversation about the deer season. Facebook was a key location for sharing stories
and information between DNR and its “friends,” but also for connecting hunters and deer season
enthusiasts with one another. Facebook was the gateway platform to participate in DNR’s first Pinterest
contest which focused on the sharing of deer season traditions. By doing so, we increased engagement in
a new social media tool while gaining additional friends on Facebook. #WThunt was used on all
Facebook posts generated by agency. It was picked up by media across the state, which then promoted it
on their social and traditional media channels. Facebook gained 741 new followers through the campaign.
The new Pinterest page grew from 183 to 218 followers and 274 new Twitter followers came on board.

GovDelivery —Multiple coordinated messages were sent to nearly 100,000 subscriber email inboxes, with
additional exponential sharing by forwarding to other networks, including legislative. With an 18 to 20
percent rate of recipients opening the messages, we reached over 17,000 to over 20,000 people directly
with each message sent.

“Ask the Experts” chat series — Hosted a series of three live online chats leading up to opening day, all
experiencing increased participation over last year. Each chat focused on a theme that was reinforced by
news releases, Facebook posts, Tweets and other identically themed communication tools on the same
day. The themes were: Season forecast: 218 live participants, Open hunting fands: 236; Regulations and
* safety: 143.

Web — In addition to being the main page for deer season and regulation information, the keyword “deer”
web page anchored all communication tools. DNR’s “deer” page was reconfigured to be the social media
gateway for deer season and to house a regularly-updated table of license sales aud quick facts for media
and others interested in these numbers during the week leading up to opening day and again at the end of
the season. Additionally, six web splashes, or pop-up windows featuring interesting and useful
information relative to the season, were developed. Accompanying these splashes were seven web
features, a newsletter style web page featuring comprehensive information on topics ranging from hunter
recruitinent and First Time Buyer licenses, to public access, hunter safety, and the customer service call
line.

Throughout implementation, web analytics as well as public feedback were collected and tracked. User
rates are high and feedback has been very positive especially in relation to DNR’s new mobile app, online
chats and Facebook. These statistics and feedback illustrate and reinforce our ability to reach
comimunication goals. For another year, we feel we have been successful in promoting and perpetuating
the themes of the season and reaching our audience with valuable messages. By doing so we are helping:
hunters connect with DNR and each other, sharing the stories and traditions of the season and keeping
Wisconsin’s outdoor heritage strong.

Hunter Recruitment and Retention

Several new initiatives focusing on hunter recruitment and retention were continued or expanded this
year. The DNR stepped up recruitment and development of new hunters with an added focus on
adults, females, and families. Using television, radio, and social marketing, we encouraged current
hunters to take advantage of the new buyers discounts and recruiter awards to invite friends and family
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to hunt, emphasized adult, female, and family focused Learn to Hunt events, and grew our continuing,
education course (Hunting for Sustainability) to recruit new adult hunters.

It can take as little as one trip hunting to start a new adult hunter. Several of the students in our course
offered through the Madison Area Technical College purchased licenses, bought guns, went deer hunting,
and killed deer the first fall after taking the course. They are connected, already, to a network that
supports their desire to live more locally and sustainably. We all know that social habitat is important to
maintaining hunting participation; it’s about family and friends and the tradition of the hunt. For many
young adults new to hunting, their attachment and attraction is food. Not only will that network support
their continued participation, but it will provide additional interested recruits that these new hunters will
be most happy to train.

License Sales from a Recruitment and Retention Perspective

The overall picture in license sales this year was one of stability. There 633,602 total Deer Gun Hunters,
unchanged from last year. The 10/11 year old Mentored Gun Deer license sales were unchanged. Internet
sales eclipsed all individual sales locations issuing 4% of all deer licenses in 2013, and Dane, Brown,
Washington, Marathon, Outagamie, and Waukesha were the counties with the highest gun deer license
sales.

Female hunters continue to increase, passing 10% of our total gun deer hunters this year and making up
11% of resident gun deer hunters. Overall. the number of female gun deer hunters increased 5% this vear

to aver 63,000, 23% of vouth hunters were female. and 15% of hunters in their 20°s were female.

More positive news was that the number of all hunters between the ages of 20 and 40 increased,
continuing a shift we first noticed last year. The number of hunters over 50 years old grew this year again
as well and the number of youth hunters continued to rise slightly.

First Time Guu Deer License Buyers

In 2012, the Sporting Heritage Act included provisions for a deer license cost to first time resident buyers
of just $5.00, and non-resident buyers of $79.75 (half price.) Returning hunters, defined as those who
have not participated in at least 10 years, were also able to purchase these specially priced licenses. These
license opportunities were promoted through outreach on the WDNR website, Hunters Network of
Wisconsin website, Facebook page and a statewide radio campaign in late October and early November.

This is the second year that this license has been offered and the number of First Time Buyer Licenses
sold in 2012 increased slightly to 29,600 including 16,000 resident adults, 9,379 resident junior gun deer,

and 4,220 nonresident gun deer licenses. Here again we made good gains with women purchasing 33%
of the licenses. However, the number of youth first time buyers fell slightly.

10 & 11 Year Old Hunters
Over 13,960 10 & 11 year old youth participated in this year’s Mentored Hunting Program, a 3% increase
over 2012. Ninety-six percent of the purchasers were residents.

Number of 10-11 year old Mentored Humting gun deer licenses sold 2009-2012

Year 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Number of mentored gun deer
licenses sold to 10-11 year olds

9,907 11,331 12,226 13,468 13,961

The number of 10 and 11 year-olds hunting with the mentored only privilege is up more than 40% from
the beginning in 2009. At the same time, the number of 12 year-olds hunting deer rose for the second
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straight year. We are partnering with the Hunters Network of Wlsconsm to provide a reward drawing for
mentors nominated by their apprentice hunters.

Hunter Education Adult Test Qut Program

2013 was the first full year of the Adult Internet Hunter Education course whcm individuals completed an
online course, registered to take the exams, and completed the written and practical tests at a DNR
Service Center. The Adult Internet Hunter Education program offers the convenience of online learning
with a proctored exam which takes about an hour of their time. Over 2,700 adults took advantage of this .
option this year. At most locations, all available spots for the testing were filled and had waiting lists. In
response to the demand, the Hunter Education program plans to offer additional testing opportunities
associated with the online course in 2014, The week prior to the gun deer season, many of the test takers
at the Fitchburg DNR office walked across the hall to the service counter and purchased their first deer
license as soon as they received their certificate. This table is a list of the counties that held the written
and practical exam and total number of students.

County # of students
Brown 485
Dane 610
Dodge 90
Eau Claire 150
Towa 16
LaCrosse 19
Langlade 23
Marathon 151
Marinette 12
Milwaukee 358
Oneida 10
Racine 69
Rock 63
Sheboygan : 29
Vilas : 35
‘Washburn 127
Waukesha 218
Winnebago 297
2762

Wrap up

We’ve followed hunter numbers by age for many years and watched what happens as the people age
forward. In nearly all age groups, hunters are “lost” every year as they get older. First Time Buyers have
accounted for the sale of nearly 40,000 deer licenses to adults in the first two years the option has been
available. They may not all be “hunters™ yet, but they tried it out and some of them are bound to keep it
up or return again. We have followed up with this group through a survey last spring and then an email
reminder to purchase a license this fall. We will be evaluating the effectiveness of this contact at
influencing license sales. Customer numbers will allow us to track new buyers forward and to assess and
evaluate the long term effectiveness of these various trials and new options.
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e For fawns in the East, starvation was the leading sources of mortality, followed by coyote
predation _
¢ For adults, hunting was the leading cause of mortality for male & female deer across both areas

We are currently training newly hired technicians, and we will begin trapping mid-December. The winter
of 2013-2014 is the final capture season for these study areas.

Bureau of Law Enforcement 2012 Gun Deer Season Report
General Observations:

Weather Conditions

Cold temperatures combined with 20 mph winds led to a frigid start to the gun deer season, with many
hunters forced to leave the ficld early opening moring. The situation improved slightly through the
week as the weather warmed. Snow fall amounts early in the week ranged from several inches to just a
dusting,.

Trends - Hunting with Technology

Wardens reported that they increasingly contact hunters who are relying on smart phones for all their
DNR information. Many hunters had the deer regulations downloaded directly onto their smart phones,
using them for quick answers to questions, especially the hunting hours. Cell phone pictures of harvested
deer are quickly uploaded to Facebook, and texting between hunters was common. Warden Lynch also
had success texting information back and forth with hunters while they were in the field. One warden
contacted a hunter who was “passing the time” by following the Warden Tweet Along with “Warden gir[”
(AKA DNR P10 Joanne Haas) from around the state. The hunter told the warden “that was really cool.”

The wardens have noted that a large number of the complaints that they now receive have some detective
work done on them prior to us receiving the complaint. Callers are getting photographs, GPS coordinates,
and more accurate descriptions based on smart phone technology available at the complainant’s finger
tips. The wardens are excited about this technology and happy to be getting more complete information
than they could in the past.

Warden Sean Neverman (Washington County) contacted a hunter in a tower stand that had a computer
with Internet access.

More and more hunters are also utilizing their cell phone to access and identify public land available for
hunting. Many hunters commented on improved access, mapping and promnotions of the lands via
department news releases, DNR website and through contacts with department staff.

Other Observations Noted by Wardens

Many wardens reported an increase in road hunting activity where hunters were encountered traveling the
roads with firearms uncased on the front seat of the vehicle and a loaded magazine in hand. Citations for
loaded firearms increased 100% from 2012.

The special first-time buyer license appeared effective in drawing in some people who either had never
hunted or enticing back hunters who hadn’t hunted for several years.

Regulations allowing rifle use did not create any issues or problems from a safety standpoint, but the fact
that some municipalities passed ordinances that were more prohibitive than state law was confusing. The
only way for hunters to ensure they ate legal in many of these areas is to pick one location to hunt and
then have multiple conversations to figure out what is allowed there. :
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Search and Rescue Efforts

Northeast Region:

Wardens Dave Oginski Jr. (Wausaukee), Tim Werner (Crivitz) and Deputy Warden Dale Romback
(Peshtigo Team) responded to a report of an adult hunter and 7 year old child lost in the Silver Cliff area.
They were located by others in their hunting party.

Warden Dave Oginski Ir. (Wausaukee) and Marinette County Sheriff”s Deputy Steve Schmidt located
hunters who were lost north of Wausaukee. The hunters had been tracking a deer when they realized they
didn’t know their way out of the woods, so they stayed put and built a fire to keep warm until they were
found.

Warden Dave Oginski Jr. (Wausaukee) and Marinette County Sheriff’s Deputy Lance Lincoln were called
to help a lost hunter in the Pembine area. The hunter was gone after dark and others in his hunting party
had very bad radio reception with him. He’d been in the woods for several hours when officers arrived.
Once the hunter discharged a round from his rifle, Oginski pinpointed the sound and hiked a half mile
into a thick swamp and escorted the 80 year old out of the county forest land.

Warden Dave Oginski Ir. (Wausaukee) and Warden Tim Werner (Crivitz) assisted the Marinette County
Sheriff’s Department with a mentatly disabled person who had walked away from an assisted living
home. Wardens searched railroad tracks by using an ATV and searched other areas near Crivitz. The
individual has not yet been located.

Warden Tim Werner (Crivitz) coordinated a search and rescue effort with Marinette County Sheriff’s
Office regarding a lost hunter with a medical condition who was lost in county forest land. With
assistance from the Eagle 3 Helicopter, bear hunters, Stephenson Township Fire/EMS, and Marinette
County Sheriff’s Department, the hunter was found unharmed.

Shawano County Sheriff’s Department and Wisconsin State Patrol assisted a lost hunter at the Navarino
State Wildlife Area. The officers used the sound of their squad sirens to give the hunter a direction to
head, and helped get the hunter back to safety.

Warden Ben Mott (Wautoma) was patrolling state land when he observed four vehicles still parked on the
property two hours after close of hunting. Mott stayed in the area and finally heard distant voices. Mott
called out to the individuals and used a flashlight to give them a direction to follow. They said they had
been pulling a deer out of a tag alder swamp and got turned around. They were tired, but uninjured. Mott
helped pull the deer out as two of the individuals were older or had some health concerns. He registered
the deer for them so they could return home immediately.

Northern Region:

Warden Chris Spaight (Grantsburg) responded with the Burnett County Sheriff’s Department in an
attempt to locate a lost hunter. A perimeter was established, and a small group actively searched for the
missing hunter who was eventually located.

Wardens Rick Peters (Hayward) and Thomas Heisler (Winter) assisted the Sawyer County Sheriff’s
Departiment searching for a lost hunter in the Spider Lake area. Peters used a computer mapping program
to direct the search based on GPS coordinates provided by the lost hunter. The hunter was soon located
and returned to his family.

On Sunday evening of the opening weekend, Wardens Jon Hagen (Spooner) and David Swanson
(Minong) and a Washburn County Deputy responded to a call of a lost hunter north of Gull Lake in a very
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large remote area of county land. The hunter was approximately a mile from the nearest road and nearly
two miles from where he’d started. Using a combination of technologies, including the mapping program
on the warden’s computer and GPS coordinates from pings off the huntet’s cell phone, and the old school
use of boots on the ground, the hunter was found safe.

On the Friday prior to the opening of gun deer season, Warden Kelly Crotty (Florence) and Recruit
Warden Dustin Gabrielson assisted Warden Dave Oginski (Wausaukee) and the Marinette County
Sheriff’s Depariment in searching for an individual who was reported to be suicidal. The wardens located
the person on one of the public hunting grounds.

Wardens Brad Dahlquist (Crandon) and Todd Schaller (Madison) responded to a call of a lost hunter near
the town of Blackwell in Forest County. The wardens coordinated search efforts with deputies from the
Forest County Sheriff’s Department and located the fost hunter without incident.

Warden Nick Nice (Medford) offered assistance to the Medford Fire Departiment with the transport of an
injured hunter who slipped on the ice, and also responded to another hunter who was not breathing. Both
individuals recovered,

South Central Region: _

Warden John Buss and Deputy Secretary Matt Moroney responded to a report of a hunter that had fallen
from a tree stand. Buss and Moroney assisted the EMT’s with getting the young man to an ambulance so
that he could be transported to a hospital.

Wardens Bryan Harrenstein and Mike Dieckhoff (Janesville) assisted deputies after a report was received
of a person floating in the Rock River downstream of the Hwy 11 bridge. First Responders located the
deceased person, and wardens assisted Janesville Fire Department in removing the person from the water.
Rock County Sheriff’s Department is investigating the incident,

Warden Mike Nice (Richland Center) and Deputy Warden Mike Williams were flagged down by a First
Responder who was trying to get into an area well off the road where a hunter had suffered a suspected
heart attack. Nice used his 4x4 squad truck to get the EMT’s and their equipment closer to the victim’s
location. Williams and an EMT administered chest compressions without being able to revive the
individual. Nice directed the fire department to the location and assisted with cutting trees for better
access to transport the person from the steep terrain. '

A fisherman fell through the ice on a backwater of the Mississippi River on the second Saturday of the
deer season. Wardens Martin Stone (Fennimore) and Joseph Frost (Dodgeville) were preparing to call out
the Crawford County warden air boat for an ice rescue, when they were notified that the fisherman was
able to make it to safety on his own.

The Grant County Sheriff’s Department reported that an early season ice fishermen fell through the ice at
Bertom Lake, a backwater area of the Mississippi River downriver from Cassville. Wardens were called
for assistance, but other ice fishermen were able to help the fishermen from the water prior to the fire
department arriving.

The Grant County Sheriff’s Department reported a hunter slipped and injured their ankle while hunting in
Wyalusing State Park. The fire department and DNR employees spent considerable time and effort
transporting the individual from a back area of the park with a steep ravine to a waiting ambulance.

Southern Region:
Warden John Sinclair (Kenosha) and Regional Warden Kevin Mickelberg (Milwaukee) assisted the
Kenosha County Sheriff’s Department and Lake County (Illinois) authorities with a search for an injured
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person near the Wisconsin/Illinois state line. Mickelberg located the injured person in the woods unable
to move. Sinclair assisted the responding agencies in transporting the subject out of the woods to a
waiting emergency crew.

West Central Region:

Warden Ken Thomson (Fall Creek) and JJ Redemann (Recruit Warden) found two hunters miles from
their vehicle in the extreinely cold conditions. Their vehicle had gotten stuck in the county forest.
Wardens returned them to the vehicle and helped push them out.

On the first night of the gun deer season in Clark County, Wardens Adam Hanna (Neillsville) and Matt
Groppi (Waukesha) responded to a call of a missing hunter. The hunter was seen walking back to his
stand during the day but had not returned to his truck two hours after dark. Temperatures had dropped to
zero degrees. Groppi identified the registered owner of the truck, and then searched DNR files to find a
phone number for a family member of the hunter. When Groppi spoke to the hunter’s wife, she said the
hunter was safe, and she had picked him up on another road, cold and wet after having fallen into a river
while tracking a deer, When the hunter arrived back at his truck, Groppi registered his deer so that he
could get back to camp immediately to warm up.

Opening morning of the deer gun season Wardens Matt Weber (Necedah) and Sean Neverman (Pike
Lake) were traveling northbound on Highway 80 near New Lisbon when they observed a southbound red
pickup truck flying through the air approximately 20 feet off the ground. The truck landed on its wheels
in the ditch with the drive wheels still spinning. The driver was unconscious and had his foot on the gas
pedal. Neverman removed the driver’s foot from the gas pedal and Weber called the sheriff’s department
for a deputy and an ambulance. The driver woke up prior to the arrival of the ambulance and stated he had
gotten sick and did not feel very well.

Wardens Kurt Haas (Black River Falls) and Deputy Warden Terry Boone received a call from concerned
friends regarding a hunter who had been in the Black River State Forest and failed to refurn almost two
hours after the end of hunting hours. Wardens were about to start a search when the hunter came out on
his own. He said he got turned around in the woods, but had a flashlight and eventually found his way.

Media Contacts

As part of the coordinated DNR deer season communication efforts, the Bureau of Law Enforcement this
year used many media tools to inform and educate the public about the wardens’ work, safety, regulations
and the gun deer season. Print and television outlets, internet pages, media casts, online chats, and the
warden wire email service were used to communicate with the public and media alike. Online chats with
experts were scheduled in advance of the opening weekend to give the public a chance to have their
questions on such topics as safety, regulations and where they can hunt addressed. The Bureau of Law
Enforcement Staff continued to spread the message throughout the gun deer season about the importance
of safety, in addition to addressing the wide variety of questions posed by the media.

Deputy Secretary Ride Along, Tweet Alongs and Warden Wire

Deputy Secretary Matt Moroney went with Warden Buss on a ride along during the deer season. Warden Buss and
his wife Pam had Matt for breakfast in their home, and John introduced Matt to a wide range of partnerships in Sauk
County. Warden Buss and Deputy Secretary Moroney had the opportunity to share perspectives of field warden and
Deputy Secretary throughout the day. Both John and Matt reported they had a great day together and learned a lot

from each other.

The Bureau of Law Enforcement again provided the public a “virtual ride-along” through Tweetalongs
with “Wardengirl” on the DNR Twitter account. Like last year, the warden tweetalongs attracted media,
groups and citizen followers who retweeted — or resent our original messages to their followers. The
tweets told stories as they unfolded and entertained questions from followers and provided instant
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o  There was a 28.0% increase in the total number of seizures from 2012 to 2013. (From 239 in
2012 to 306 in 2013)

DNR Hotline
The DNR Hotline is also a resource for the public to use to call or email in complaints, or request service.

Below you will find a summary of the number and type of calls that were made to the hotline during gun
deer season from 2009 —2013.

Found dead deer or other carcass 84 90 84 108 34
Baiting and feeding 48 24 23 29 29
Heard shots; believes poaching 23 13 19 23 15
Hunt within 50 feet of roadway center 20 30 29 12 24
Shoot from a vehicle 21 16 21 18 22
Hunt before or after hours 31 31 43 56 39
Possession of untagged deer 5 2 1 11 3
Possession of illegal deer 15 19 14 12 18
Miscellaneous 229 245 234 266 207
Total Hotlines 476 470) 436 535 411
Calls to the Hotline not DNR violations or other
calls for service/info 157 168 158 197 182
Complaints from Tip 411 13 9 8
Complaints from Email 34

Illegal Baiting and Feeding of Deer

lllegal baiting and feed continues to be a problem in the West Central and Northern Regions. Wardens
report that complaints are down in the Northeast Region. Baiting does continue to be a source of conflict
for adjacent property owners as the placement of bait to attract deer definitely creates an advantage for the
illegal hunter.

By region, arrests for illegal baiting and feeding during the gun deer season 2011, 2012 and 2013

2011 2012 2013 2011 2012 2013

Baiting Baiting Baiting Feeding Feeding Feeding

Region Citations | Citations | Citations | Citations Citations Citations
Northeast 41 65 35 9 7 14
Northern 68 59 61 8 0 11
South Central 16 19 28 4 5 1
Southeast 9 4 10 1 0 1
West Central 50 61 30 6 7 10
Total 184 208 224 28 19 37
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Overall, field staff encountered a good degree of cooperation from the general public regarding reports of
illegally placed tree stands (stands left overhight, stands damaging trees, ete.), and will continue to
combine active enforcement and proactive education to best address this issue moving forward.
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9-Day Preliminary Deer Registration Call-Ins, November 23 - December 1, 2013

*All deer from 9-day season must be registered by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 1

Northeast District

2013

Northeast District

2012

Percent difference 2012 - 2013

COUNTY BUCKS ANTLERLESS TOTAL COUNTY BUCKS ANTLERLESS TOTAL COUNTY BUCKS ANTLERLESS TOTAL

BROWN 445 620 1065 BROWN 397 472 869 BROWN 12% 31% 23%
CALUMET 462 681 1143 CALUMET 466 560 1026 CALUMET -1% 22% 11%
DOOR 1183 1243 2426 DOOR 1427 1194 2621 DOOR -17% 4% -7%
FOND DU LAC 1164 1844 3008 FOND DU LAC 1117 1350 2467 FOND DU LAC 4% 37% 22%
GREEN LAKE 1067 1379 2446 GREEN LAKE 1240 1270 2510 GREEN LAKE -14% 9% -3%
KEWAUNEE 933 1179 2112 KEWAUNEE 1055 987 2042 KEWAUNEE -12% 19% 3%
MANITOWOC 1155 1433 2588 MANITOWOC 1048 1067 2115 MANITOWOC 10% 34% 22%
MARINETTE 3057 2701 5758 MARINETTE 3323 2864 6187 MARINETTE -8% -6% -71%
MARQUETTE 1766 2555 4321 MARQUETTE 2016 2521 4537 MARQUETTE -12% 1% -5%
OCONTO 2565 2365 4930 OCONTO 2944 2742 5686 OCONTO -13% -14% -13%
OUTAGAMIE 1556 2129 3685 OUTAGAMIE 1624 1576 3200 OUTAGAMIE -4% 35% 15%
SHAWANO 2539 3030 5569 SHAWANO 2791 2697 5488 SHAWANO -9% 12% 1%
SHEBOYGAN 622 1009 1631 SHEBOYGAN 560 934 1494 SHEBOYGAN 11% 8% 9%
WAUPACA 3854 5313 9167 WAUPACA 4164 4753 8917 WAUPACA -71% 12% 3%
WAUSHARA 1432 2175 3607 WAUSHARA 1758 1931 3689 WAUSHARA -19% 13% -2%
WINNEBAGO 546 780 1326 WINNEBAGO 626 545 1171 WINNEBAGO -13% 43% 13%
Total 24346 30436 54782 Total 26556 27463| 54019 Total -8% 11% 1.4%

Northern District 2013 Percent difference 2012 - 2013

Northern District 2012

COUNTY BUCKS ANTLERLESS TOTAL COUNTY BUCKS ANTLERLESS TOTAL COUNTY BUCKS ANTLERLESS TOTAL

ASHLAND 867 551 1418 ASHLAND 1126 840 1966 ASHLAND -23% -34% -28%
BARRON 2169 3575 5744 BARRON 2683 3058 5741 BARRON -19% 17% 0%
BAYFIELD 1635 1126 2761 BAYFIELD 2158 1941 4099 BAYFIELD -24% -42% -33%
BURNETT 1282 1626 2908 BURNETT 1507 1637 3144 BURNETT -15% -1% -8%
DOUGLAS 1500 1509 3009 DOUGLAS 2148 1974 4122 DOUGLAS -30% -24% -27%
FLORENCE 943 455 1398 FLORENCE 1228 1032 2260 FLORENCE -23% -56% -38%
FOREST 966 A77 1443 FOREST 1134 838 1972 FOREST -15% -43% -27%
IRON 341 97 438 IRON 440 265 705 IRON -23% -63% -38%
LANGLADE 1503 1018 2521 LANGLADE 1569 1622 3191 LANGLADE -4% -37% -21%
LINCOLN 1490 1186 2676 LINCOLN 1655 1788 3443 LINCOLN -10% -34% -22%




ONEIDA 1505 792 2297 ONEIDA 1632 1054 2686 ONEIDA -8% -25% -14%
POLK 1930 3338 5268 POLK 3027 3241 6268 POLK -36% 3% -16%
PRICE 1172 1066 2238 PRICE 1511 1247 2758 PRICE -22% -15% -19%
RUSK 1547 2079 3626 RUSK 1893 2027 3920 RUSK -18% 3% -8%
SAWYER 1248 1412 2660 SAWYER 1582 1469 3051 SAWYER -21% -4% -13%
TAYLOR 1743 2265 4008 TAYLOR 1741 2035 3776 TAYLOR 0% 11% 6%
VILAS 1113 539 1652 VILAS 1249 241 1490 VILAS -11% 124% 11%
WASHBURN 1484 2340 3824 WASHBURN 1919 2302 4221 WASHBURN -23% 2% -9%
Total 24438 25451 49889 Total 30202 28611| 58813 Total -19% -11% -15%
Southern District 2013 Percent difference 2012 - 2013

Southern District

2012

COUNTY BUCKS ANTLERLESS TOTAL COUNTY BUCKS ANTLERLESS TOTAL COUNTY BUCKS ANTLERLESS TOTAL

COLUMBIA 1463 2061 3524 COLUMBIA 1798 1953 3751 COLUMBIA -19% 6% -6%
DANE 656 919 1575 DANE 914 1016 1930 DANE -28% -10% -18%
DODGE 1272 1861 3133 DODGE 1349 1767 3116 DODGE -6% 5% 1%
GRANT 2142 3094 5236 GRANT 2584 2729 5313 GRANT -17% 13% -1%
GREEN 542 865 1407 GREEN 762 1225 1987 GREEN -29% -29% -29%
IOWA 1207 1532 2739 IOWA 1542 1669 3211 IOWA -22% -8% -15%
JEFFERSON 618 1112 1730 JEFFERSON 943 1274 2217 JEFFERSON -34% -13% -22%
KENOSHA 85 120 205 KENOSHA 115 146 261 KENOSHA -26% -18% -21%
LAFAYETTE 828 1573 2401 LAFAYETTE 1204 1591 2795 LAFAYETTE -31% -1% -14%
OZAUKEE 171 227 398 OZAUKEE 161 210 371 OZAUKEE 6% 8% 7%
MILWAUKEE 1 5 6 MILWAUKEE 3 2 5 MILWAUKEE -67% 150% 20%
RACINE 148 215 363 RACINE 184 200 384 RACINE -20% 8% -5%
RICHLAND 1659 1984 3643 RICHLAND 2087 2153 4240 RICHLAND -21% -8% -14%
ROCK 353 613 966 ROCK 588 828 1416 ROCK -40% -26% -32%
SAUK 2487 3111 5598 SAUK 3182 3210 6392 SAUK -22% -3% -12%
WALWORTH 179 242 421 WALWORTH 272 290 562 WALWORTH -34% -17% -25%
WASHINGTON 838 1284 2122 WASHINGTON 756 1137 1893 WASHINGTON 11% 13% 12%
WAUKESHA 461 619 1080 WAUKESHA 486 519 1005 WAUKESHA -5% 19% 7%
Total 15110 21437 36547 Total 18930 21919 40849 Total -20% -2% -11%




West Central District 2013 Percent difference 2012 - 2013
West Central District 2012
COUNTY BUCKS ANTLERLESS TOTAL COUNTY BUCKS ANTLERLESS TOTAL COUNTY BUCKS ANTLERLESS TOTAL
ADAMS 1233 1632 2865 ADAMS 1153 1530 2683 ADAMS 7% 7% 7%
BUFFALO 1520 2958 4478 BUFFALO 1960 3042 5002 BUFFALO -22% -3% -10%
CHIPPEWA 2164 3240 5404 CHIPPEWA 2537 3220 5757 CHIPPEWA -15% 1% -6%
CLARK 2957 4562 7519 CLARK 3040 4017 7057 CLARK -3% 14% 7%
CRAWFORD 1229 2023 3252 CRAWFORD 1633 2070 3703 CRAWFORD -25% -2% -12%
DUNN 1679 3230 4909 DUNN 2368 3589 5957 DUNN -29% -10% -18%
EAU CLAIRE 953 1570 2523 EAU CLAIRE 1074 1588 2662 EAU CLAIRE -11% -1% -5%
JACKSON 1871 2698 4569 JACKSON 2534 2915 5449 JACKSON -26% -7% -16%
JUNEAU 1615 1950 3565 JUNEAU 1798 2018 3816 JUNEAU -10% -3% -7%
LA CROSSE 1123 1506 2629 LA CROSSE 1288 1737 3025 LA CROSSE -13% -13% -13%
MARATHON 3527 5110 8637 MARATHON 3511 4581 8092 MARATHON 0% 12% 7%
MONROE 2098 2824 4922 MONROE 2411 2610 5021 MONROE -13% 8% -2%
PEPIN 675 1206 1881 PEPIN 863 1169 2032 PEPIN -22% 3% -7%
PIERCE 1405 2600 4005 PIERCE 1708 2512 4220 PIERCE -18% 4% -5%
PORTAGE 2213 3091 5304 PORTAGE 2324 2851 5175 PORTAGE -5% 8% 2%
ST. CROIX 952 1470 2422 ST. CROIX 1102 1488 2590 ST. CROIX -14% -1% -6%
TREMPEALEAU 2372 3910 6282 TREMPEALEAU 2867 4011 6878 TREMPEALEAU -17% -3% -9%
VERNON 2108 3136 5244 VERNON 2516 3182 5698 VERNON -16% -1% -8%
WOOD 2177 2777 4954 WOOD 2447 2794 5241 WOOD -11% -1% -5%
Total 33871 51493 85364 Total 39134 50924| 90058 Total -13% 1% -5%
BUCKS |ANTLERLESS |TOTAL BUCKS |ANTLERLESS |TOTAL BUCKS ANTLERLESS TOTAL

TOTAL 97765 128817] 226582 TOTAL 114822 128917| 243739 -15% 0% -7.0%
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