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Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 

SUBJECT: 
Request that the Board adopt emergency Board Order FH-26-13(E) and authorize public hearings for Board Order FH-26
12, proposed rules affecting ch. NR 25 related to amending Lake Superior lake trout harvest limits as required by 
revisions to the State-Tribal Lake Superior Agreement. 

FOR: December 2013 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Peter Stevens, Lake Superior Fish Team Supervisor 

SUMMARY: 
The welfare of state-licensed commercial fishers, tribal commercial fishers, recreational anglers, and associated 
businesses is threatened by a decline in the lake trout population in the Apostle Islands vicinity of Lake Superior. 

Lake trout harvest limits have been negotiated among the Department of Natural Resources and the Red Cliff and Bad 
River Bands of Lake Superior Chippewa and need to be put in place by emergency rule for the 2013-14 open season 
(November 28, 2013 to September 30, 2014) and by permanent rule for subsequent seasons. The Wisconsin State-Tribal 
Technical Committee, which is made up of Department, Red Cliff, and Bad River biologists, have recommended a 
reduction in overall lake trout harvest. 

A permanent rule would put in place reduced harvest limits in order to update administrative code that currently 
references 2009 harvest limits. However, the Department and tribes will again discuss the need for harvest limit changes 
in 2014. 

The rules would : 
-Modify the annual commercial fishing harvest limit for lake trout on Lake Superior. 

-Allow the department to enforce a reduced recreational fishing daily bag limit for lake trout in Lake Superior if the 
recreational lake trout harvest exceeds a percentage of the total allowable harvest. Lake trout harvest limits are created 
for both commercial and recreational fishers in Lake Superior in order to manage the total population. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board adopt emergency Board Order FH-26-13(E) and authorize public hearings for 
Board Order FH-26-12. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
~ background memo 
D Statement of scope 
~ Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis (EIA) form 
D Response summary 

~ 
D 
D 
~ 

Attachments to background memo 
Governor approval of statement of scope 
Environmental assessment or impact statement 
Board order/rule 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 Department rule coordinator- LS/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2013/Dec/Dec-2013-NRB-agenda.html





























































