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SUBJECT: 
Request that the Board adopt Board Order WT-29-09, proposed rules affecting ch. NR 114 Wis. Adm. Code related to the 
certification of wastewater treatment plant operators. 

FOR: December 2013 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Susan Sylvester, Director, Bureau of Water Quality 

I SUMMARY: 
Wisconsin Ad-ministrative Code Chapter NR 114- Certification Requirements for Wastewater Treatment Operators is 
being revised to reflect changes over the past 20 years in wastewater treatment plant technologies and the many 
computer based course and on-line educational opportunities that now exist. Wastewater treatment has also become 
more advanced and complex to meet more stringent water quality limits over the past few decades. The proposed 
revisions will improve and modernize the certification process while providing more flexibility and a wider range of options 
for operators seeking to obtain advanced certification. The proposed revised certification subclasses will result in more 
current and pertinent operator certification study guides and exams that reflect the new and improved treatment 
technologies that exist today. This will be a benefit the succession of new operators currently replacing retiring operators. 
A grandfathering of new operators is also proposed. 

The most notable changes being proposed are: 

> facility and operator level changes from grades 1 , 2, 3, 4 to basic and advanced levels 

> changes in the criteria for classifying treatment plants as advanced 

> four new subclasses including a sanitary sewage collection system subclass 

> re-grouping and revising of the other subclasses 

> a new point system for operators to gain advanced certification 


The Department Secretary approved the Statement of Scope to begin revisions to Ch.NR 114, Wis. Adm. Code on 
September 17, 2009. The rule is expected to be a Level 3 -little to no economic impact expected. From March 27 - April 
25, 2013, the Department solicited comments or participation on the economic impact analysis. No comments were 
received. 

RECOMMENDATION: The Board adopt Board Order WT-29-09. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
181 background memo D Attachments to background memo 
D Statement of scope D Governor approval of statement of scope
181 Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis (EIA) form D Environment~! assessment or impact statement 
181 Response summary t8l Board order/rule 

Susan Sylvester, Bureau Director 

John Sullivan, Bureau Director 

Ken Johnson, Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

Jack Saltes - WQJ3 

Program attorney - LS/8 


Julia Riley- WQ/3 


Department rule coordinator- LS/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2013/Dec/Dec-2013-NRB-agenda.html









































































