





for sustainable biomass production. The information in Chapter 2 should be useful for
addressing the questions: What biomass crop should I grow or harvest? Where should I grow or
harvest this biomass? What information do [ need to make sustainable and ecologically sound
decisions?

Chapter 3 contains specific and voluntary planting, harvesting, and management guidelines
broken into 5 sections: 1) General guidelines applicable to any nonforest biomass production, 2)
Perennial grasses (including dedicated grass crops and lands with existing grass cover), 3)
Nonforest trees and shrubs (including dedicated woody crops and lands with existing tree and
shrub cover that are not considered forest), 4) Crop residues, and 5) Wetland harvests,

This presentation will briefly review the development of the nonforest biomass guideline
document, the proposed use of the guidelines in Wisconsin's growing biomass and bioenergy
arena, and the outreach and extension plan for the potential users of these guidelines,

The 2-page Executive Summary is attached. The complete 98-page report is available upon
request pending final copy-editing.









help make informed decisions for biocncrgy production on both
public and private lands throughout Wisconsin.

The guidelines do not directly address the economics and [easibility of nonforest biomass production.
Currently, markets for biomass and bioenergy are new or in development. To the extent feasible, the
guidelines accommodate common Wisconsin production practices, existing programs and rcgulations, and
community and individual interests. We believe the result will be the economically viable and
environmentally sound growth ol Wisconsin’s bioeconomy.

The bioeconomy is evolving rapidly so guidelines must be adaptable as new information becomes available.
Guidelines for production and harvest of nonlorest biomass reflect the following principles:

¢ Soil quality should be maintained or improved by minimizing erosion, enhancing carbon
sequestration, promoting healthy biological systems, and protecting chemical and physical properties.
¢ Surface and ground water quality and quantity should be maintained or improved.

* Habitat quantity and quality for game, non-game, rare, declining and endangered species of fish and
wildlife should be maintained or improved.

» Conscrvation of biological diversity, in particular relatively intact natural communities, native plants,
insccts and wildlife (game and nongame), should be maintained or improved.

¢ Conversion of native or sensitive specics’ habitats and/or the introduction of invasive or non-native
species should be avoided,

¢ Consideration should be given to the impact of biomass programs on landscape scale land use changcs

and ccosystem services,
In addition, it is our intention that the Guidelines:
¢ Be complementary with other applicable guidelines and best management practices (BMPs) addressing
planting and harvest of grassland, short-rotation woody crops or crop residue.

¢ Be compliant with and complementary to existing rules and regulations addressing planting and
harvest of grassland, short-rotation woody crops or crop residue, such as those defined in Federal
Farm Bill Policy and state and federal water quality and endangered species laws.

* Recognize that there may be unknown and adverse impacts that result [rom new biomass programs
and attempt to minimize or mitigate those impacts if they arise, and adapt accordingly.






